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"To  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the 

JV orcestershire  County  Council \ 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifteenth  Digest  of  the  62 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  (30)  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  (32)  in  the  Administrative  County,  which  refers  to  the 
year  1903. 

The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  required  by  Section  19  of 
the  Local  Government  Act  1888  to  send  you  copies  of  these  Reports, 
but  the  same  obligation  does  not  devolve  upon  the  Inspectors ;  so  I 
again  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  latter  for  so  courteously  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  request  you  instructed  me  to  convey  to  them,  that  they 
would  not  only  do  so,  but  also  make  use  of  the  Tabular  Form  I  pre¬ 
pared  some  years  back,  after  conferring  with  their  representatives. 

This  Report  is  issued  as  decided  upon  by  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  were  appointed  to  consider  whether  or  not  the  cost  of 
printing  and  form  of  it  could  be  altered  with  advantage ;  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  no  material  change  of  style  was  deemed  advisable. 

The  following  changes  in  the  Sanitary  Staff  occurred  in  1903  : 

A  third  Inspector  was  appointed  for  King’s  Norton  and  Northfield 
Urban  District. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Edmundson  succeeded  Mr.  C.  J.  Jefferies  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  Stourport  Urban  District. 

Messrs.  Whitmore  and  Cox  succeeded  Mr.  S.  Knight  as  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Inskip  succeeded  Mr.  H.  Matthews  as  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  Martley  Rural  District. 


The  Local  Government  Board  have  intimated  that  the  Medical 
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Area  and  Population.  Vital  Statistics. 

Officers’  Reports  should  be  sent  in  b>  March  31st  of  each  year;  but 
that  on  Droitwich  Borough  was  received  during  April ;  those  on 
Stourport,  North  Bromsgrove,  King’s  Norton  and  Northfield.  Lye  and 
Wollescote  Urban,  and  Droitwich  Rural  Districts  during  May;  and 
those  on  Bromsgrove  Urban  and  Tewkesbury  Rural  Districts  during 
June. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  area  and  population  of  the  Administrative  County  are  set 
forth  in  Table  I. 


TABLE  I. 


Districts. 

Area  in 
Statute 
Acres 
in  1901. 

Population. 

1891. 

1901. 

Increase 

1891-1901. 

Estimated 
byM.Os.H. 
for  1903. 

Urban  (13) 

Rural  (17) 

54.769 

418,559 

157,184 

I4°,205 

197,017 

161,360 

39,833 

21,155 

205,333 

166,552 

Totals  (30) 

473,328 

297,389 

358,377 

60,988 

371,885 

The  population  of  two  Districts  only  were  estimated  to  have 
materially  increased  during  1903,  viz.,  King’s  Norton  Urban  District 
by  3,359,  and  Yardley  Rural  District  by  2,470. 

Certain  extracts  from  the  last  Census,  showing  that  1  Urban 
and  17  Rural  Districts  have  decreased  in  population  during  the  de¬ 
cade  1892-01,  are  given  in  my  Report  for  1902. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  II.  gives  the  general  Vital  Statistics  of  each  District  in 
the  Administrative  County  for  1903. 


TABLE  II. 


Urban  Districts. 


Bewdley  Borough 
Bromsgrove 
Bromsgrove  North  - 
Droitwich  Borough  - 
Evesham  Borough 
Kidderminster  Borough 
King’s  Norton  and  Northfield 
Lye  and  Wollescote  - 
Malvern  .... 
Oldbury  .... 
Redditch  .... 
Stourbridge 

Stourport  .... 

Totals 

Rural  Districts. 
Bromsgrove 

Droitwich .... 
Evesham  .... 
Feckenham 
Halesowen 
Kidderminster  - 
Martley  .... 
Newent  (part)  - 
Pershore  .... 
Rock  .... 

Shi  pston-on -Stour 
Stow-on-the-Wold  (part)  - 
Tenbury  - 
Tewkesbury  (part)  - 
Upton-on -Severn 
Winchcombe  (part)  - 
Yardley  .... 

Totals 
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Vital  Statistics.  Births. 


Births. 

Table  III.  compares  the  County  Birth-rates  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  during  1894-1903  inclusive. 


TABLE  III. 


Rates  per  1,000  of  population. 


Districts. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1 

1898 1897 

1 

1896 

1895 

On 

OO 

>— < 

Administrative  County 

279 

28-6 

28-9 

28-0 

27-2 

27-9 

277 

27*3 

28-1 

28-4 

Urban  Districts  (13)  - 

28-6 

28-8 

297 

28-6 

27-8 

28-4 

28-4 

28-1 

29-2 

29-0 

Rural  Districts  ( 1 7)  - 

27-05 

277 

27-9 

27-1 

26-5 

27-2 

27-2 

263 

27-4 

28-1 

England  and  Wales  - 

28-4 

28-6 

28-5 

28-9 

293 

29-4 

297 

297 

307 

29-6 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1903  (28'4)  is  lower 
than  the  rate  in  any  year  on  record  :  and  the  corresponding  one  for 
the  County  ( 2 7'9)  is  below  the  average  for  the  10  years  1894-03 
(28‘o),  but  not  quite  so  low  as  the  rate  for  1899  (27*2).  The  birth¬ 
rate  of  the  Rural  Districts  collectively  in  1903  (27  ’o)  is  a  little  below 
that  of  the  County,  but  the  collective  Urban  rate  (28‘6)  is  above  it. 

The  decline  of  the  birth-rate  is — as  mentioned  in  previous  re¬ 
ports — a  serious  national  question,  affected  by  moral  and  social 
influences. 

The  1903  birth-rates  of  the  following  Districts  exceeded  that 
of  the  County  :  — 


District. 


Bewdley  Borough  - 
Bromsgrove  Urban  - 
Droitwich  Borough- 
Evesham  Borough  - 
Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban 
Oldbury  Urban 
Redditch  Urban 
Stourbridge  Urban  - 
Halesowen  Rural 
Stow-on-Wold  Rural 
Yardley  Rural- 


Ber  1,000  population. 

1903. 

Average 
of  years 
1893-1902. 

- 

- 

30-0 

27-8 

- 

- 

29-5 

29-0 

- 

- 

3°‘9 

27-0 

- 

- 

333 

30-9 

- 

- 

37-0 

353 

- 

- 

35'6 

373 

- 

- 

28-8 

290 

- 

- 

28-1 

29-1 

- 

- 

36-8 

343 

- 

- 

34’2 

18-6 

- 

- 

29-0 

28*7 

The  above-named  Districts  usually  have  a  birth-rate  exceeding 
the  average  one  of  the  County. 


1903. 

BIRTH-RATES . 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


S  c 
0 


K 

£ 

C 

0 

Jt 

0 

Vi 


a? 


i. 

3 

0 

♦» 

<0 

c 

0 

t 

e 

o 

« 

a| 

I 

(0 


0 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30292402 


Vital  Statistics.  Deaths. 
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Last  year  the  rate  of  Bromsgrove  North  District  (which 
averages  29^2  for  the  past  decade)  was  as  low  as  26‘o,  and  Dr.  Kidd 
says  of  it  that  “  the  matter  is  one  with  which  a  Sanitary  Authority 
“  has  little  to  do  directly,  it  being  a  social  and  moral  question  rather 
“  than  one  of  public  health.” 


The  Droitwich  Borough  rate  is  unusually  high  and  the  Medical 
Officer  attributes  it  to  women  coming  into  the  District  to  be  confined, 
and  leaving  shortly  afterwards ;  which  especially  occurs  at  the  Work- 
house.  The  Stow-on-Wold  rate  is  evidently  accidental  and  due  to 
10  births  in  the  two  Worcestershire  parishes. 


It  will  be  gathered  that  the  Districts  in  which  the  highest 
birth-rates  prevail,  are  populated  chiefly  by  artizans. 


Deaths . 

Table  IV.  compares  the  County  Death-rates  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  during  1894^903  inclusive. 


TABLE  IV. 


Districts. 

* 

Rates 

per  1 

,000 

of 

population. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

►-H 

00 

VO 

cn 

1894 

Administrative  County 

I3-3 

14-19 

150 

15-8 

J4'4 

I5'0 

i5-i 

14-6 

15-6 

I4'22 

Urban  Districts  (13)- 

13-5 

14-2 

157 

16-8 

157 

15-8 

16-0 

16-6 

17-6 

15-0 

Rural  Districts  (17)  - 

130 

14-1 

14-2 

I4'4 

I3-4 

I3-9 

I4'5 

137 

14-4 

13-8 

England  and  Wales  - 

15*4 

16-3 

16-9 

18-3 

18.3 

176 

17-4 

17  1 

187 

i6-6 

*  Calculated  on  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  County. 


The  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  in  1903  is  the  lowest 
ever  registered ;  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  the  corresponding  one  for  the 
County  is  much  the  lowest  on  record. 


The  annexed  diagrams  and  Table  II.  show  that  the  death-rates 
for  1903  of  the  following  Districts  exceeded  the  corresponding  one 
of  the  Administrative  County  (i3'3). 
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Vital  Statistics.  Deaths. 


Per  1,000  population. 

Districts. 

Average 

1903. 

for  years 

1893-1902. 

Bromsgrove  Urban  District 

16-9 

167 

Evesham  Borough  - 

15-3 

I5-3 

Kidderminster  Borough  - 

153 

16-8 

Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban  District  - 

15-8 

147 

Oldbury  Urban  District  - 

I7-3 

I9-5 

Stourbridge  Urban  District 

14*5 

I5-9 

Halesowen  Rural  District 

16-3 

147 

Newent  Rural  District  - 

13-6 

14-6 

Rock  Rural  District  - 

1 5'3 

14-3 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural  District 

H‘3 

16-8 

Stow-on-Wold  Rural  District  - 

20-5 

H'9 

Tewkesbury  Rural  District 

H'3 

147 

Winchcombe  Rural  District  - 

17-2 

I5-4 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  death-rates  above  named,  those  of 
Bromsgrove  and  Lye  Urban,  and  Halesowen,  Rock,  Stow,  and.  Winch- 
combe  Rural  Districts  exceeded  their  respective  averages;  but  that 
with  the  exception  of  Stow  and  Winchcombe  (which,  like  the  birth¬ 
rates,  are  evidently  accidental)  none  of  the  death-rates  are  exception¬ 
ally  high. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  Oldbury  rate  is  not  only  considerably 
lower  than  the  average,  but  also  the  lowest  ever  recorded ;  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  in  1903,  for  the  first  time,  deaths  of  residents  who 
died  in  public  institutions  outside  the  District  are  included. 

The  lowest  District  death-rate  last  year  was  that  of  Malvern 
(9*7),  and  the  next  lowest,  those  of  King’s  Norton  (io‘2)  and 
Yardley  (io’S). 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  King’s  Norton  and  Yardley  Districts 
have  such  increasing  populations,  this  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  King's  Norton  writes:  — 

“  For  our  low  death-rate  we  owe  a  good  deal  to  the  weather,  as 
“  although  it  has  been  very  unpleasant,  the  absence  of  either 
“  extreme  cold  or  heat,  combined  with  a  plentiful  supply  of 
“  rain,  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  very  young,  the  old, 
“  and  the  sufferers  from  many  chronic  diseases  of  the  lungs, 
“heart  and  other  organs. 

“  The  almost  complete  extirpation  of  the  privy  midden  from  our 
“  Urban  parts  has  purified  our  atmosphere  and  deprived  the 
“  microbe-laden  fly  of  one  of  his  chief  resorts,  and  sources  of 
“  contamination,  which  it  no  doubt  carries  to  exposed  food, 
“  such  as  milk  and  meat.” 
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DEATH.  RATE. 

Average 

per 

Urban  Districts. 

for 

1,000 

5  Years. 

Bewdley  Boro  - 

1899-1903  = 

'47 

Bromsgrove 

»»  = 

167 

Bromsgrove  North  - 

M 

1 1*3 

Droitwich  Boro. 

fl 

i6-2 

Evesham  Boro. 

14*5 

Kidderminster  Boro. 

18-6 

King’s  Norton  &  Northfield  ,,  = 

14’ 1 

Lye  &  Wollescote  - 

11 

l6‘2 

Malvern 

f ' 

1 17 

Oldbury 

11 

17*8 

Redditch 

11 

14*6 

Stourbridge  - 

V  = 

14-9 

Stourport 

11  === 

ii-8 

Rural  Districts. 

Bromsgrove  - 

11  = 

127 

Droitwich 

= 

12-5 

Evesham 

= 

I4’2 

Feckenham  - 

»•  == 

I  2‘2 

Halesowen 

11  == 

'4‘5 

Kidderminster 

11  ~= 

13-2 

Martley 

*9 

13*5 

Newent 

'3-6 

Pershore 

i4‘5 

Rock 

11  - 

I3'6 

Shipston-on -Stour  - 

fl  — 

i8’5 

Stow-on-Wold 

126 

Tenbury 

11  ^ 

13-0 

Tewkesbury  - 

1 1  - 

J3’5 

Upton-on-Severn 

1 1 

>4'4 

Winchcombe 

1 67 

Yardley 

11 

123 
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Vital  Statistics.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Of  the  Yardley  rate  Dr.  Wilson  says:  — 

“  The  low  average  death-rate  is  in  some  measure  due  to  the  con- 
“  stant  influx  of  healthy  active  lives,  more  particularly  of  the 
“  artisan  class,  and  to  the  consequent  relatively  small  number 
of  old  persons  among  the  population.” 

Several  Medical  Officers  refer  to  the  association  of  declining 
death-rates  with  progressive  sanitation  ;  and  particularly  those  of 
Bewdley  and  Bromsgrove  North  Urban  Districts. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Table  V.  shows  the  death-rates  of  the  “zymotic”  diseases 
and  the  total  number  of  “  notifiable  ”  cases  and  deaths,  and  hospital 
cases,  and  hospital  deaths  in  each  District  during  1903. 


TABLE  V. 
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Bromsgrove 

Droitwich  - 
Evesham  - 
Feckenham  - 

Halesowen  - 

Kidderminster  - 

Martley  ■  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

UJ 
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Pershore  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

cj 

o 

pd 

Shipston-on- Stour 
Stow-on-the-Wold 

Tenbury  - 
Tewkesbury 

Upton  on-Severn  - 
Winchcombe  -  -  - 

Vardley  - 

Totals  - 

io  Smallpox — Vaccination. 

SMALLPOX— VACCINATION. 

Table  V.  shows  that  Smallpox  cropped  ,up  in  io  Districts 
(4  Urban  and  6  Ruial)  and  that  41  cases  (1  death)  were  notified,  in 
I9°3* 

Previous  outbreaks  were  as  under,  viz.  :  — 


1902 

- 

20 

cases 

- 

0 

deaths 

1901 

- 

17 

}> 

- 

0 

)> 

1897 

- 

4 

- 

0 

a 

1896 

- 

7 

>) 

- 

0 

a 

1895 

- 

20 

}> 

- 

1 

>) 

1894 

- 

138 

1 1 

- 

13 

a 

1893 

- 

192 

}) 

- 

3 

The  County  mortality  of  Smallpox  in  recent  years  has  been 
low,  and  in  1903  only  equalled  '003  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  disease  was  brought  by  tramps  into  7  of  the  10  Districts  invaded, 
viz.,  into  Kidderminster  Borough  and  Bromsgrove  Urban,  and  Broms- 
grove,  Evesham,  Shipston,  Tenburv,  and  Upton  Rural  Districts. 
This  confirms  the  well-known  facts  that  tramps  constantly  carry 
Smallpox  from  district  to  district;  and  that  there  is  practically  no 
power  to  control  those  who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  disease,  if 
not  actually  suffering  from  it.  The  annoyance  caused  by  the  tramps 
who  infest  certain  parts  of  the  County  during  the  pea-picking  is  great  ; 
for  they  are  not  only  depraved  characters,  but  also  fertile  sources  of 
infectious  diseases.  Ten  years  ago  the  London  County  Council  con¬ 
vened  a  Conference  on  the  spread  of  Smallpox  by  Vagrants,  which  I 
attended  as  your  representative.  Resolutions  then  adopted  are  given 
in  the  Memorandum  I  presented  to  you  on  23rd  July  1894.  As  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  just  intimated  that  he  is 
about  to  appoint  a  Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  and  report 
as  to — 

(1)  The  law  applicable  to  persons  of  the  vagrant  class  ( i.e .,  the 

statutory  provisions  and  the  byelaws,  rules  and  regulations 

made  thereunder)  ; 

(2)  The  administration  of  the  law  applicable  to  these  persons  ; 

and 

(3)  Any  amendments  which  should  be  made  in  it  or  in  its 

administration. 

I  now  submit  those  “  resolutions  ”  in  case  you  wish  to  make  any 
representation  to  that  Committee  :  viz. — 

“  1.  That  common  shelters  which  are  not  subject  to  the  law  re- 
“  lating  to  common  lodging  houses  should  be  made  subject  to 
“  such  law. 

“  2.  That  there  should  be  power  to  the  Local  Authority  to  re- 
“  quire  medical  examination  of  all  persons  entering  common 
“  lodging  houses  and  casual  wards,  and  that  each  inmate  of  a 
“  common  lodging  house  or  casual  ward  should  on  admission 
“  have  a  bath  of  fresh  water. 
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“  3.  That  the  Local  Authority  should  have  power  to  order  the 
“  keeper  of  a  common  lodging  house  in  which  there  has  been 
“  infectious  disease  to  refuse  fresh  admissions  for  such  time 
“  as  may  be  required  by  the  authority. 

“  4.  That  the  Local  Authority  should  be  empowered  to  require 
“  the  temporary  closing  of  any  common  lodging  house,  in  which 
“  infectious  disease  has  occurred. 

“  5.  That  the  local  Sanitary  Authorities  should  have  power  to 
“  require  the  detention  of  any  inmate  of  a  common  lodging 
“  house  or  casual  ward,  who  may  reasonably  be  suspected  of 
“  being  liable  to  convey  infectious  disease. 

“  6.  That  means  should  be  provided  for  the  detention  and  isola- 
“  tion  of  any  vagrant  found  wandering  in  a  public  place,  if 
“  reasonably  suspected  of  being  liable  to  convey  infectious 
“  disease. 

“  7.  That  the  Local  Authority  should  have  full  power  to  require 
“  the  disinfection  of  the  person  and  clothes  of  any  person  in  a 
“  common  lodging  house  or  casual  ward,  whether  infected  or 
“  exposed  to  infection. 

“  8.  That  arrangements  should  be  made  by  which  the  occurrence 
“  of  infectious  disease  in  common  lodging  houses  or  casual 
“  wards  should  be  made  known  by  the  Local  Authority  of  the 
“  District  to  the  Local  Authorities  of  other  Districts. 

“  9.  That  Local  Authorities  should  be  empowered  to  require  the 
“  vaccination  or  revaccination  of  persons  in  common  lodging 
“  houses  or  casual  wards,  who  are  exposed  to  the  infection  of 
“  Smallpox.” 

In  1902  a  scheme  for  establishing  the  “Colony  System”  for 
professional  tramps  was  considered  by  the  Association  of  Poor  Law 
Unions  of  England  and  Wales,  and,  I  believe,  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  If  such  a  system  is  desirable  from  a  Poor  Law 
point  of  view,  surely  it  is  more  so  in  the  interest  of  public  health. 

• 

Last  year  there  were  no  less  than  32  separate  outbreaks  of  Small¬ 
pox  in  the  County  ;  but  as  the  Local  Authorities  of  the  Districts  in 
which  the  disease  appeared,  had  Smallpox  Hospitals,  and  the  officials 
promptly  adopted  suitable  precautionary  measures,  the  disease  was 
quickly  stamped  out. 

Had  Smallpox  broken  out  in  Lye  and  Wollescote,  or  Stour¬ 
bridge  Urban,  or  in  Halesowen  Rural,  Districts,  possibly  this  fortu¬ 
nate  state  of  things  might  not  have  happened  ;  for  there  is  no  hospital 
accommodation  for  Smallpox  in  these  Districts. 

Commenting  on  this,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Lye  District  writes 
that  his  “  Council  have  arranged  with  a  firm  of  hospital  tent  makers  to 
“  hold  a  tent  in  readiness  in  case  one  is  required  ”  ;  and  the  Medical 
Officer  for  Halesowen  District  says  “  Cases  have  occurred  in  every  one 
“  of  the  adjoining  Districts,  and  yet  this  District  has  remained  quite 
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“  free  from  the  disease.  I  regret  that  no  provision  exists  for  isolation 
“  should  a  case  or  cases  occur.” 

Lye  and  Wollescote  and  Stourbridge  Urban  and  Halesowen 
Rural  Districts  are  included  in  the  “  Stourbridge  and  Halesowen 
Hospital  ”  District,  the  Committee  of  which  wrote  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Council  on  5th  May  1904  that  “  they  had  endeavoured  by 
“  every  means  in  their  power  to  obtain  a  suitable  site  in  their  District 
“  for  a  Smallpox  Hospital,  but  had  failed  to  obtain  any  land  which 
“  was  at  all  satisfactory. 

“  The  Committee  have  been  in  communication  for  some  short 
“  time  with  the  Oldbury  Urban  Council  for  the  provision  of  Smallpox 
“  accommodation  for  the  joint  Districts  .  .  .  (and)  .  .  .  the 

“  question  of  the  union  is  still  under  consideration  by  the  Oldbury 
11  Council.” 

In  addition  to  the  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital,  re-vaccination 
of  persons  directly  associated  with  the  outbreaks  referred  to  above  was 
undertaken,  and  persons  exposed  to  infection  were  kept  under  observ¬ 
ation  for  about  a  fortnight.  Disinfection  also  seems  to  have  been  very 
thoroughly  carried  out. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  failed  to 
induce  some  “  contacts  ”  in  a  lodging-house  to  submit  to  re-vaccination, 
as  they  said  they  could  not  afford  the  week’s  disablement  which  a  bad 
arm  might  entail.  As  two  other  cases  occurred  among  them  shortly 
afterwards,  they  became  alarmed,  but  even  then  a  similar  refusal  would 
have  occurred  had  not  the  District  Council  agreed  to  pay  7/6  a  week 
to  each  “  contact  ”  during  the  fortnight  succeeding  vaccination ;  with 
the  stipulation  that  each  one  should  keep  himself  as  far  as  possible 
apart  from  the  public,  and  under  the  observation  of  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  during  that  period.  This  plan  was  entirely  successful. 

A  few  Medical  Officers  refer  to  the  way  in  which  Vaccination 
is  generally  carried  out  in  their  districts.  Dr.  Green  (King’s 
Norton)  says  that  the  efficient  way  in  which  this  is  done  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  officials  responsible  for  it,  although  “  one  not  very 
“  satisfactory  fact  is  the  increase  of  *  conscientious  objectors,’  who 
“  numbered  42  compared  with  20  in  the  previous  twelve  months.” 

Dr.  Wilberforce  Freer  (Stourbridge)  says:  — 

“  The  antipathy  previously  shown  by  parents  to  having  four 
“  marks  applied  (in  Vaccination)  is  declining,  though  a  consider- 
“  able  number  of  them  still  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
“  of  taking  their  children  outside  the  District  in  order  to  have 
“  only  one  vesicle  produced,  which  affords  very  imperfect 
“  protection  against  Smallpox.” 

At  one  time  Vaccination  in  Tewkesbury  Union  was  not  at  all 
well  carried  out ;  so  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  Dr.  Turner  reports 
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“  a  great  improvement  on  the  record  of  the  last  10  years,  which  speaks 

“  well  for  the  energy  of  the  present  officer.” 

As  you  are  aware,  a  Re-vaccination  Bill  is  now  before  Parliament, 
but  there  appears  to  be  little  chance  of  its  becoming  law  this  Session ; 
although  the  Government  have,  through  Lord  Lansdowne,  said  they 
were  not  hostile  to  the  principle  it  involves.  A  strong  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  is  that  in  Germany,  where  Re-vaccination  is  compul¬ 
sory,  only  607  deaths  from  Smallpox  occurred  in  a  population  of 
56,000,000  during  12  years,  whereas  in  England,  during  the  same 
period,  6,700  deaths  occurred  in  a  population  of  32,000,000. 

MEASLES. 

Table  VI.  gives  the  number  of  Deaths,  and  the  Death-rate  in  the 
County  during  each  of  the  years  1894-1903  inclusive,  and  compares 
the  latter  with  the  corresponding  rates  of  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  VI. 


1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths  - 

78 

72 

65 

179 

16 

170 

112 

132 

18 

135 

County 

Rate  per  i,ooo 
of  population 

0'20 

0-19 

•17 

•40 

•04 

•40 

•3 

•40 

•05 

•40 

England  &  Wales- 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

0-27 

0-38 

•27 

•39 

•31 

•40 

•40 

So 

•36 

•30 

This  shows  that  Measles  was  prevalent  in  alternate  years  from 
1894  to  1900  inclusive;  and  as  such  a  state  of  things  usually  occurs, 
an  outbreak  was  certainly  to  be  anticipated  last  year,  as  the  disease 
was  not  unduly  prevalent  in  1902.  This  in  fact  happened,  although 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  mortality  in  1903  (o'2o)  was  but  half  of 
that  of  other  epidemic  years  (o'4o). 

Measles  is  not  now  notifiable  in  any  part  of  the  County,  but  a 
fairly  accurate  idea  of  the  Districts  invaded  will  be  gathered  by 
glancing  at  the  various  mortalities  recorded  in  Table  V.  The  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Bromsgrove,  Shipston,  and  Stow  Rural  Districts  report 
that  the  disease  was  prevalent  in  certain  parishes  for  which  they  act. 

The  highest  mortality  occurred  (Table  V.)  in  Halesowen  Dis¬ 
trict  (0*9),  where  no  less  than  23  deaths  were  registered. 

The  ages  at  death  of  the  78  deaths  registered  in  the  County 
in  1903  were  as  under:  — 


Under 

1  year 

- 

- 

21 

1  and 

under  5 

years  - 

- 

47 

5 

»  *5 

>> 

- 

9 

i5 

„  25 

- 

1 

Total 

-  1 

- 

78 
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This  statement  confirms  the  well-known  fact  that  those  who 
die  are  for  the  most  part  under  five  years  of  age ;  in  other  words  that 
Measles  is  most  fatal  among  those  known  to  Educational  Authorities 
as  “  Infants.” 

From  the  Annual  Reports  and  “Special  Reports''  sent  in  by 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  I  learn  that  no  less  than  49 
Schools  in  the  Administrative  County  were  closed  on  account  of 
epidemics  of  Measles  in  1903.  In  a  subsequent  paragraph  on 
Schools  (p.  67)  further  reference  is  made  to  the  association  of  Measles 
with  such  institutions. 

The  various  methods  hitherto  adopted  for  stamping  out  Measles 
— a  disease  which  has  a.  death  roll  in  England  and  Wales  of  about 
13,000  annually — have  not  been  satisfactory.  The  three  Authorities 
in  the  County  who  tried  “  notification  ”  found  it  of  no  practical  use ; 
indeed  such  has  been  my  personal  experience. 

Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  realized  that  the 
disease  is  infectious  in  the  early  stages  of  attack,  and  possibly  for 
three  days  at  least  before  the  characteristic  rash  appears ;  i.e.,  during 
the  symptoms  of  running  at  the  nose  and  eyes. 

SCARLATINA. 

Table  VII.  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  and  Hos¬ 
pital  cases  and  Hospital  deaths  from  Scarlatina,  and  death-rate  per 
1,000  of  population  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  collectively  and 
Administrative  County  during  each  of  the  years  1894-1903  inclusive, 
and  also  the  corresponding  rates  of  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  VII. 


Districts. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

Urban  (13) 

Death  Rate* 

0-28 

0-32 

0-09 

•10 

•07 

•11 

•12 

•06 

•06 

•05 

Cases  - 

t875 

1787 

683 

550 

43i 

747 

673 

623 

464 

581 

Deaths 

60 

66 

19 

21 

13 

22 

17 

8 

8 

6 

Hospital  Cases  - 

1422 

1074 

376 

279 

252 

269 

US 

161 

105 

241 

„  Deaths  - 

44 

24 

3 

4 

5 

9 

4 

- 

4 

Rural  (17) 

Death  Rate* 

O'  12 

o-i6 

O'lO 

•01 

•08 

•11 

*13 

■14 

•17 

•10 

Cases  - 

848 

850 

598 

299 

579 

1022 

1074 

1470 

1460 

957 

Deaths 

2 1 

27 

17 

2 

14 

17 

26 

28 

34 

23 

Hospital  Cases  - 

543 

572 

335 

153 

298 

468 

56i 

714 

357 

303 

„  Deaths- 

11 

17 

3 

1 

6 

3 

12 

8 

6 

6 

Administrative 

Death  Rate* 

0'2  I 

025 

O'lO 

•06 

•07 

•11 

•12 

•11 

*J  3 

*10 

County  (30) 

Cases  - 

2723 

2637 

1281 

849 

1010 

1769 

1747 

2093 

1924 

1538 

Deaths 

8l 

93 

37 

24 

27 

39 

43 

36 

42 

29 

Hospital  Cases  - 

1965 

1646 

711 

432 

55o 

737 

716 

875 

462 

544 

„  Deaths- 

55 

4i 

6 

5 

11 

12 

16 

8 

6 

10 

England  and 

Wales 

* 

Death  Rate 

012 

0-15 

013 

•12 

•12 

•11 

•14 

•18 

•14 

•10 

*  Per  1,000  of  population. 
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This  Table  shows  that  a  larger  number  of  cases  of  Scarlatina 
occurred  in  the  County  in  1903,  than  in  either  of  the  previous  nine 
years.  In  connection  with  this  however  it  should  not  be  forgotten, 
that  notification  of  Scarlatina  was  not  general  in  Worcestershire  until 
1898. 


Table  VII.  also  shows  that  the  County  mortality  in  1903  (o'2i) 
was  not  quite  so  high  as  in  1902,  although  it  was  higher  than  the 
corresponding  one  of  England  and  Wales  (o' 12);  and  that  the  rate 
of  the  Urban  Districts  collectively  (o'28)  was  more  than  double  that 
of  the  Rural  Districts  (o' 12). 

The  rate  in  Kidderminster  Borough  was  exceptionally  high 

(o'8). 


Table  V,  further  shows  that  1,205  0 f  the  2,723  cases  notified 
in  the  County  last  year  (44  per  cent.)  occurred  in  Kidderminster 
Borough,  and  King's  Norton  Urban  and  Yardley  Rural  Districts 
collectively. 


Kidderminster  Borough. 

Dr.  Corbet  reports  that  the  disease  was  prevalent  throughout 
the  year,  and  caused  20  deaths,  19  of  which  took  place  in  the  Hos¬ 
pital  which  is  outside  the  Borough.  Although  the  majority  of  them 
were  mild,  “  a  few  when  admitted  into  the  Hospital  have  been  in  a 
“  very  dangerous  condition.  Death  has  been  quick  from  the  severity 
“  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  poison  without  any  complications  .  .  .No 

“  part  of  the  Borough  has  been  exempt.  Carelessness,  which  is 
“  often  observed  (in  mild  cases)  contributes  very  much  to  its  spread. 
“  In  a  few  cases  we  have  found  children  attending  school  desqua- 
“  mating.  .  .  .  Our  experience  points  out  that  we  are  passing 

“  through  one  of  those  recurrent  periods  during  which,  owing  to  con- 
“  ditions  at  present  unknown,  there  is  either  a  widespread  susceptibility 
“  to  the  infection,  or  an  extra  degree  of  infectiveness  in  the  germs  of 
“  the  disease.” 


King’s  Norton  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Green  says  Scarlatina  has  again  been  prevalent,  but  fewer 
cases  were  reported  in  1903  (399)  than  in  1902  (524). 

“The  disease  was  still  of  a  rather  severe  type,  16  deaths  occurring. 
“  .  .  .  The  spread  was  no  doubt  largely  due  to  some  very 

“  atypical  cases  without  any  rash,  which  it  was  not  possible  to 
“  recognise.  .  .  .  The  chief  cause  of  the  wide  spread  is 

“  the  occurrence  of  so  many  mild  atypical  cases,  which  are  only 
“  discovered  after  they  have  been  going  about  for  weeks,  if 
“  indeed  they  are  discovered  at  all.  Children  having  attended 
“  school  with  the  disease  were  found  on  many  occasions,  even 
“  medical  men  having  sometimes  missed  cases.  A  gardener 
“  from  Bournbrook  was  fined  at  the  Police  Court  for  failing 
“  to  notify  it.” 
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Yardley  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Wilson  writes:  — 

“  Scattered  cases  of  the  disease  kept  cropping  up  in  various  parts 
“  of  the  District  during  the  year,  and  the  infection  was  spread 
“  through  attendance  at  school.  .  .  .  The  disease  through- 

11  out  was  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  no  doubt  there  was  a  consider- 
“  able  number  of  cases  with  symptoms  so  slight  that  they 
“  escaped  notice  altogether,  but  it  is  these  unsuspected  cases 
“  which  form  the  connecting  links  of  infection  and  render  it 
“  so  difficult  to  keep  the  disease  in  check.” 

The  whole  of  the  Scarlatina  outbreaks  which  occurred  in  the 
County  last  year  were  attributed  to  direct  infection ;  in  one  instance 
only  (Malvern)  was  there  any  suspicion  that  milk  acted  as  a  channel 
of  distribution. 

In  m.y  experience  Scarlatina  is  much  more  difficult  to  suppress 
at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  mild  atypical  form  the  disease  often 
assumes,  than  it  used  to  be  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when  it  was  of 
a  characteristic  and  not  unfrequently  severe  type. 

During  1903,  19  schools  in  the  County  were  closed  on  account 
of  outbreaks  of  this  disease.  With  reference  to  the  attendance  at 
school  of  children  who  have  been  exposed  to  infection ,  I  would  say 
that  no  such  child  should  return  to  school  for  14  days  after  such 
exposure ;  and  that  during  that  time  he  should  be  carefully  watched 
in  order  to  detect  symptoms  of  the  complaint  should  they  develop. 

Furthermore,  no  child  who  has  had  the  disease  should  return 
to  school  until  four  weeks  has  elapsed  after  he  is  believed  to  be  free 
from  infection. 

Table  VIII.  compares  the  percentage  of  Scarlatina  cases  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital  from  each  District  during  the  years  1901-03. 


TABLE  VIII. 
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In  connection  with  the  removal  of  cases  of  Scarlatina  to  Hos¬ 
pital,  Dr.  Miles  (Bewdley)  writes  that  he  considers  “that  the  Council 
«  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  plan  that  has  been 
“  adopted  of  only  sending  such  cases  to  the  Hospital  as  it  was  im- 
“  possible  to  isolate  at  home.” 
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Dr.  Kidd  (Bromsgrove)  writes:- — 

“  The  expense  entailed  by  isolating  and  treating  at  the  hospital 
“  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  very 
“  great,  and  the  evident  failure  of  hospital  isolation  to  pre- 
“  vent  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  ihe  presence  of  a  widely- 
“  spread  epidemic  has  given  rise  to  many  misgivings  as  to  the 
“  wisdom  and  expediency  of  spending  very  large  sums  of 
“money  in  this  way.  My  own  firm  conviction  is  that  although 
“  hospital  isolation  may  fail  to  check  the  spread  of  a  severe 
“  epidemic,  still  the  advantages  of  removing  the  sick  from 
“  numerous  houses  are  so  many,  and  the  amount  of  money  loss 
“  saved  in  individual  cases  is  so  great,  that  the  balance  is  de- 
“  cidedly  in  favour  of  the  hospital  system.  That  the  rate- 
“  payers  should  combine,  for  their  own  sake  and  for  the  sake 
“  of  the  community,  to  provide  the  means  of  removing  cases 
“  of  infectious  disease  from  their  midst,  is  distinctly  as  it 
“should  be;  it  is  practical  Socialism  of  the  best  kind.  As  I 
“  pointed  out  in  my  report  for  last  year,  when  a  case  of 
“  scarlet  fever  occurs  in  a  business  house,  or  among  a  family 
“  of  children,  or  in  a  hotel  or  lodging  house,  the  advantage  of 
“  possessing  means  of  isolating  the  patient  is  so  evident,  and 
“  the  amount  of  money  loss  from  dislocation  of  business  which 
“  is  saved  by  isolation  is  so  great,  that  the  probability  is  that 
“  hospital  isolation  is  the  cheapest  in  the  end.  The  difference 
“  is  that  the  loss  is  borne,  not  extremely  unequally  by  indi- 
“  vidual  sufferers  from  the  disease,  but  more  or  less  equally 
“  by  the  whole  community  in  proportion  to  their  individual 
“  rateable  value,  which  is  practical  Socialism  in  the  highest 
“  sense  of  the  word.  The  reasons  sometimes  urged  against 
“hospital  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  to  the  effect  that  the  re- 
“  suits  are  disastrous  to  the  patients  themselves  from  over- 
“  crowding,  the  aggregation  of  acute  and  convalescent  cases, 

“  the  risk  of  contracting  other  diseases,  &c.,  whatever  force 
“  they  may  have  in  the  case  of  small  obsolete  hospitals, 

“  certainly  do  not  apply  in  the  case  of  the  Joint  Hospital 
“  here.” 

Dr.  Green  (King’s  Norton)  writes:  — 

“  Doubts  possess  the  minds  of  a  certain  number  of  hygienists  at 
“the  present  day  as  to  whether  it  pays  to  isolate  Scarlet  Fever 
“  cases  in  hospitals  at  all. 

“  They  suggest  that  hospitals,  even  when  used  to  the  utmost  ex- 
“  tent,  do  not  prevent  epidemics,  and  cause  further  spread  of 
“  the  disease  by  1  return  ’  cases. 

“All  Scarlet  Fever  hospitals  have  ‘  return  ’  cases,  varying  from 
“  2  to  6  per  cent.,  but  what  proportion  is  due  to  the  patient 
“  returned,  and  what  to  the  clothes  and  other  articles  used  at 
“  the  beginning  of  his  illness  and  not  disinfected,  it  is  impos- 
“  sible  to  say. 
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*  T,he  averaSe  was  4  per  cent,  with  us  during  the  year,  that  for 
“  patients  in  hospital  under  seven  weeks  being  only  3  per  cent., 
“  over  seven  weeks  6  per  cent. 

1  he  majority  of  the  cases  apparently  causing  returns  had  no 
“  sores  or  discharges  af  all  after  going  out,  whereas  the  others 
tl  had  them  as  a  result  of  a  cold  after  returning  home. 

“  The  latter  has  been  found  to  occur  in  other  districts  also. 

“  Many  cases  were  kept  in  hospital  for  four  or  five  months  be- 
“  cause  of  discharges,  but  the  latter  very  often  cannot  be  finally 
“  stopped  without  surgical  treatment  by  Ear  Specialists. 

“  More  trouble  is  taken  at  West  Heath  than  in  any  hospital  I 
“  know  to  prevent  ‘  returns  ’  by  separating  mild  from  acute 
“cases,  and  ‘convalescents'  from  early  ones.” 

Dr.  Corbet  (Kidderminster)  says  :  — 

“  When  Scarlet  Fever  is  prevalent  in  a  district,  many  are  the 
“opinions  advanced  as  to  the  value  of  Isolation  Hospitals.  I 
“would  here  point  out  with  emphasis  that  the  primary  object 
“  for  which  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  have  been  established 
“  by  District  Councils  is  the  prevention  and  stamping  out  of 
“  the  disease,  and  although  it  may  be  said  that  hospital  isola- 
“  tion  is  not  completely  successful,  yet,  as  far  as  we  know  at 
“  present,  isolation  and  disinfection  are  the  only  practicable 
“  means  for  preventing,  or  at  least  minimising,  its  spread. 
“  And,  further,  it  must  be  admitted  that  many  lives  have  been 
“  saved,  and  certainlv  much  sickness  has  been  prevented,  so 
“  that  we  have  a  diminution  in  the  deaths  from  this  disease, 
“thus  lowering  the  zymotic  rate." 

Dr.  Stevenson  (Redditch)  says:  — 

“  Only  those  cases  were  treated  at  home  where  quite  satisfactory 
“  isolation  could  be  provided.  They  numbered  26.  The  re- 
“  maining  cases,  114,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
“  it  being  impossible  to  isolate  them  at  home.  These  cases 
“  occurred  mostly  in  the  homes  of  the  working  classes,  houses 
“  which  as  a  rule  contain  four  (two  bed  and  two  sitting)  rooms 
“  — the  average  being  4*4  rooms — and  having  a  good  number 
“  of  inmates — the  average  number  of  persons  living  in  and 
“  exposed  to  infection  in  each  house  being  5*5. 

“  One  hundred-and-twelve  houses  in  the  district  were  infected, 
“  and  in  19  of  these  there  was  more  than  one  case. 

“  Thus  2  houses  had  4  cases  each. 

5  ”  4  >> 

12  ,,  2  ,, 

“  With  prompt  removal  of  the  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
“and  disinfecting  the  room  (or  house  where  necessary)  we 
“  endeavoured  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  lessen  the 
“  number  of  cases.  This  course  of  action,  I  firmly  believe, 
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“  prevented  a  regular  flare-up  of  Scarlatina  in  the  district.  The 
“  cost  certainly  has  been  high,  but  in  return  we  can  count  on 
“  a  saving  of  young  life  (for  the  more  cases  there  are  the  more 
“  deaths  naturally  result).  No  interference  with  the  education 
“  of  the  children  of  the  town  (no  schools  having  to  be  closed), 
“  and  no  interference  with  the  wage  earning  of  the  mothers, 
“  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  Redditch  almost  all  of  the 
“  mothers  in  the  working  class  go  daily  to  factories/’’ 

Dr.  Wilberforce  Freer  (Stourbridge)  states:  — 

The  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  is  most  satisfac- 
“  tory,  and  proves  that  the  preventive  measures  available,  viz., 
“  isolation  and  disinfection,  play  an  important  part  in  checking 
“the  spread  of  this  disease.” 

Dr.  Robinson  (Stourport)  writes:  — 

All  through  the  year  this  disease  has  been  epidemic  and  also 
“  in  surrounding  districts.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified 
“was  108.  Eighty-nine  of  these  were  treated  in  Hospital; 
“19  at  home.  Of  the  first  70  cases,  all  but  two  were  sent 
“  to  Hospital :  how  far  this  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease 
“  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  cases  continued  to  occur. 

Of  the  last  38  cases  only  21  were  sent  to  Hospital,  and  the 
“  spread  of  the  disease  was  not  more  than  before  .... 
“  the  causes  of  the  disease,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  were 
“  (1)  school  influences  ...  (2)  carelessness  on  the  part 

“  of  the  parents  ...  (3)  imperfect  disinfection  . 

“  (4)  in  some  cases  patients  have  recently  been  in  the  electric 
“  trams  plying  between  this  town  and  Kidderminster  . 

“  (5)  return  cases.  In  three  or  four  cases  I  believe  the  patients 
“  returning  from  Hospital  infected  other  Members  of  the 
“  family.  These  cases  appear  to  be  inevitable.  The  usual 
“  percentage  is  4  per  cent.,  but  when  a  Hospital  is  crowded, 
“  as  has  been  the  case  at  Kidderminster,  the  percentage  rises. 
“  The  epidemic  has  cost  in  Hospital  treatment  alone  over 
“^1,000,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1/9.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
“  advantages  obtained  are  equivalent  to  this  heavy  expenditure, 
“  and  for  the  future  it  has  been  decided  only  to  send  very 
“  exceptional  cases.” 

Dr.  Brett  Young  (Halesowen)  says:  — 

There  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
“  Scarlet  F ever  during  the  past  three  years,  which  I  attribute 
“  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  possible  to  get  a  large  number  of 
“  cases  isolated.  I  fear  there  are  still  cases  of  a  mild  nature 
“  which  never  come  under  the  care  of  a  medical  man.  This  is 
“  probably  largely  responsible  for  the  continued  prevalence  of 
“  the  disease.” 

Dr.  Greensill  (Martley))  says  :  — 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  sent,  as  before,  to  the  Mal- 
“vem,  Worcester,  and  Kidderminster  Isolation  Hospitals,  but 
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“  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  an  epidemic  in  the 
“  City,  cases  from  this  District  were  refused  admittance  to  the 
“  Worcester  Hospital,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  a  similar 
“  reason  cases  were,  for  a  short  time,  refused  admittance  to 
“  the  Malvern  Hospital.  This  year  twenty-four  cases  of 
“  Scarlatina  have  been  sent  to  the  Hospitals,  against  thirty-two 
“  last  year.  The  removal  of  some  of  these  cases  have  not 
“  proved  an  unmixed  benefit  to  your  District,  as  there  is  reason 
“  to  believe  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases  (four  in  one 
“  family)  were  infected  bv  patients  discharged  from  the 
“  Hospitals. 

“In  spite  of  these  occasional  ‘  return  cases  ’  I  am  convinced  that 
“  there  is  a  considerable  balance  of  benefit  to  the  community 
“  attending  the  removal  of  Scarlatina  cases  to  Isolation  Hos- 
“  pitals,  and  often  from  various  causes,  removal  is  absolutely 
“  imperative.  But  whether  the  gain  ro  the  community  is  quite 
“  commensurate  with  the  expense  incurred,  is  I  think  doubtful, 
“  about  the  gain  to  the  family  there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all,  and 
“  the  public  are  so  well  aware  of  this  that  the  selection  of 
“cases  to  which  the  privilege  of  removal  is  to  be  allowed,  is 
“  by  no  means  an  easy  task. 

“  The  benefit  to  the  family  as  distinguished  from  the  community 
“  was  well  illustrated  by  the  cases  occurring  at  Martley  : — Two 
“  cases  were  reported  in  a  crowded  but  isolated  cottage. 
“  They  were  not  removed,  and  soon  three  more  cases  occurred 
“  in  the  family,  and  for  nine  weeks  or  so  the  bread-winner  of 
“the  family  was  prevented  from  working.  No  more  cases 
“  occurred  in  Martlev.  Had  these  five  cases  been  sent  to  the 

j 

“  Worcester  Isolation  Hospital,  the  cost  to  the  District  would 
“  have  been  about  a  hundred  pounds. 

“  With  an  Isolation  Hospital  of  your  own,  it  is  probable  that  the 
“  benefit  of  removal  could  be  conferred  on  a  greater  number 
“  of  families  at  a  smaller  expense  to  the  District.” 

I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  the  above  extracts  from  the 
Annual  Reports,  inasmuch  as  the  value  of  Isolation  Hospitals  with 
respect  to  Scarlatina  has  latterly  been  questioned,  and  consequently  I 

thought  that  the  opinions  of  Medical  Officers  of  experience  should 
have  weight. 

Owing  to  the  numerous  “  mild  ”  atypical  cases,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Isolation  Hospitals  do  not  inv ariably  prevent  epidemics, 
although  they  frequently  do  so.  That  they  often  save  life  and  pre¬ 
vent  dislocation  of  business,  interference  with  the  education  of  the 
children,  and  the  wage  earning  of  mothers  (a  most  important  factor 
in  a  place  like  Redditch),  is,  in  my  opinion,  beyond  question. 

That  the  expense  of  Hospital  isolation  is  occasionally  very 
great  (as  for  instance  at  Stourport,  where  “  the  epidemic  has  cost  in 
“hospital  treatment  alone,  over  £  1,000,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1/9”)  is 
also  beyond  question.  On  the  other  hand,  I  agree  with  Dr.  Kidd 
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when  he  says  “  the  advantages  of  removing  the  sick  from  numerous 
“  houses  are  so  many,  and  the  amount  of  money  loss  saved  in  indi¬ 
vidual  cases  is  so  great,  that  the  balance  is  decidedly  in  favour  of 
“  the  hospital  system.”  At  the  same  time,  no  doubt,  discrimination  as 
to  which  cases  should  be  sent  to  Hospital,  and  which  isolated  at 
home,  should  be  carefully  exercised. 

The  question  of  “  return  cases  ”  was  discussed  at  some  length 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1901,  in  connection  with  the  overtaxing  of 
Hospitals,  the  advisability  of  treating  patients  in  convalescent  wards 
for  at  least  a  fortnight  before  sending  them  home,  and  of  the  great 
importance  of  frequently  and  thoroughly  disinfecting  Scarlatina 
pavilions.  The  public  are  sometimes  inclined  to  think  that  such 
“  return  cases  ”  show  laxity  at  the  Hospital,  but  this  is  not  always  the 
case ;  for  it  is  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  most  ex¬ 
perienced  physician  to  say  with  certainty,  when  a  patient  ceases  to  be 
infectious.  As  Dr.  Green  truly  says  “  all  Scarlet  Fever  Hospitals  have 
“‘return  cases’  varying  from  2  to  6  per  cent.,  but  what  pioportion  is 
“  due  to  the  patient  returned,  and  what  to  clothes  and  other  articles 
“  used  at  the  beginning  of  his  illness,  and  not  disinfected,  it  is  impos- 
“  sible  to  say.” 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Table  IX.  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  and  Hospital 
cases  and  Hospital  deaths,  from  Diphtheria,  and  Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  population,  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  collectively,  and 
Administrative  County  during  the  years  1894-1903  inclusive,  and 
also  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  IX. 


Districts. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

Urban  (13) 

Death  Rate* 

•07 

O'  1 2 

0.19 

•20 

•19 

•11 

•09 

•14 

•05 

•10 

Cases  - 

141 

174 

250 

248 

245 

128 

87 

157 

57 

5i 

Deaths 

15 

26 

36 

51 

39 

21 

13 

18 

6 

9 

Hospital  Cases  - 

33 

32 

- 

- 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

5 

,,  Deaths- 

1 

1 

" 

• 

3 

- 

“ 

- 

Rural  (17) 

Death  Rate* 

0-12 

0-19 

0-13 

•14 

•08 

•11 

•12 

•20 

•20 

•04 

Cases  - 

163 

195 

154 

IOI 

119 

1 12 

233 

228 

143 

1 18 

Deaths 

21 

28 

21 

20 

14 

17 

25 

42 

40 

9 

Hospital  Cases  - 

13 

13 

24 

3 

7 

14 

12 

1 

,,  Deaths  - 

2 

1 

" 

■ 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Administrative 

Death  Rate* 

0-09 

0'i6 

ci6 

'20 

•14 

•11 

•11 

•10 

•14 

•06 

County  (30) 

Cases  - 

304 

369 

404 

349 

364 

240 

320 

365 

200 

169 

Deaths 

36 

54 

57 

7i 

53 

38 

38 

60 

46 

18 

Hospital  Cases  - 

46 

45 

24 

3 

9 

19 

H 

2 

I 

6 

,,  Deaths  - 

3 

1 

1 

“ 

" 

3 

1 

- 

, 

- 

England  and 

Wales  - 

Death  Rate* 

00 

hH 

b 

0-23 

0'2  7 

•29 

•29 

•20 

•24 

•20 

•25 

•20 

*  Per  1,000  of  population. 
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This  Table  shows  that  there  were  fewer  cases  (304)  in  1903 
than  in  any  year  since  1898  (240),  when,  as  I  have  previously  said, 

“  notification  ”  became  general  in  the  County.  Satisfactory  as  this  is, 
it  is  even  more  so  to  find  that  not  only  is  the  County  mortality  (o'o9) 
of  1903  only  half  the  corresponding  rate  of  England  and  Wales 
(o‘i8),  but  also  that  it  is  lower  than  in  either  of  the  previous  eight 
years ;  although  not  quite  so  low  as  the  exceptionally  low  rate  of 
1894  (o'o6i). 

Table  V.  further  shows  that  Diphtheria  cannot  be  said,  if  the 
respective  populations  be  taken  into  account,  to  have  been  prevalent 
in  any  District  except  Yardley.  Many  Medical  Officers  report  that 
it  has  decreased,  and,  as  Dr.  Green  (King’s  Norton)  says,  “the  decline 
“is  no  doubt,  to  a  certain  extent,  connected  with  the  ‘curve’  or 
“  ‘  cycle  of  the  disease  which  may  be  naturally  on  its  downward 
“  journey.” 

In  Kidderminster  Borough  there  were  “  45  cases  and  3  deaths 
“in  1903,  against  30  and  two  deaths  in  1902.  Many  of  the  cases  have 
“been  of  a  very  mild  type  ;  the  children  in  some  instances  were  found 
“  running  about  out  of  doors  when  visited.” 

In  Kings  Norton  Districi ,  where  45  cases  and  5  deaths 
occurred  last  year,  “  Diphtheria  was  less  prevalent  than  in  any  year 
“since  1895  .  .  .  (although)  the  population  has  almost  doubled 

“  since  then.”  In  Dr.  Green’s  opinion  some  of  the  causes  of  this  fall 
in  the  disease  are  “  (1)  the  enforcement  of  isolation  of  all  cases  noti- 
“  Tied  followed  by  thorough  disinfection  at  the  end  of  convalescence ; 
“  (2)  the  almost  universal  use  of  bacterial  diagnosis,  thus  dis- 
“  covering  doubtful  cases,  and  excluding  cases  of  sore-throat  not  of 
“  Diphtheritic  origin  ;  and  (31),  the  regular  bacterial  examination  of 
“  all  pupils  with  sore  throats  in  schools  where  the  disease  has  shown 
“  itself.  By  the  latter  method  at  least  three  incipient  epidemics  have 
“  been  stopped.  .  .  .  The  popular  idea  of  the  ‘  sewer  gas  ’  and 

“  ‘  nasty  smell  ’  origin  of  Diphtheria  is  being  rapidly  relegated  to  the 
“  scrap-heap  of  heathen  superstition.” 

In  Yardley  District  the  116  cases  and  14  deaths  yielded  “a 
“  death-rate  of  o'36  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  a  fatality  or  case 
“  rate  of  12 '2  per  cent.  The  disease  was  more  especially  prevalent  in 
“  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  in  the  Sparkhill  and  Greet  Districts, 
“  where  it  assumed  such  prevalence  before  the  close  of  the  previous 
“  year,  that  the  College  Road  and  Greet  Schools  were  closed  at  an 
“  earlier  date  than  usual  before  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  kept 
“  closed  for  a  short  period  afterwards.  This  checked  the  spread  of 
“  the  disease,  but  scattered  cases,  mostly  of  a  mild  type,  kept  cropping 
“up  during  most  of  the  year;  and,  like  Scarlet  Fever,  the  infection 
“  was  spread  through  attendance  at  School.  With  the  exception  of  a 
“  very  few  cases,  which  through  private  influence  were  admitted  into 
“  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham,  all  the  other  cases  were 
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“  treated  at  home,  as  there  is  no  room  available  in  the  Joint  Isolation 
“  Hospital ;  and  yet  this  disease  is  a  far  more  fatal  and  serious 
“disease  than  Scarlet  Fever.” 

Dr.  Robinson  says:  — 

“  The  (Stourport)  Council  have  decided  to  pay  for  the  bacterio- 
“  logical  examination  of  all  patients  convalescent  from  this 
“  disease  before  releasing  them  from  isolation. 

“  Sterile  swabs  are  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
“  and  may  be  obtained  on  application.  The  charged  swab 
“  must  be  returned  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  will  for- 
“  ward  it  to  the  County  Council  Laboratory.” 

The  use  of  bacteriological  tests  in  diagnosing  Diphtheria  and 
in  deciding  when  infection  has  ceased,  together  with  injection  of  im¬ 
mune  serum,  are  becoming  more  general  in  the  County  every  year. 
Several  Local  Authorities  now  pay  for  the  tests  made  in  the  County 
Laboratory  and  for  the  serum  supplied  through  my  office.  Allusion 
was  made  to  the  utility  of  these  tests  (particularly  among  school  children) 
in  my  last,  as  well  as  in  former  Annual  Reports ;  but  I  would  repeat 
that  some  persons  are  inclined  to  form  too  hasty  conclusions  that  be¬ 
cause  the  Diphtheria  bacillus  is  not  found  in  a  particular  swab,  there¬ 
fore  the  case  is  not  Diphtheria.  Single  negative  results  do  not  neces¬ 
sarily  imply  absence  of  Diphtheria ;  three  consecutive  failures  to  find 
the  bacillus  are  required  before  any  definite  importance  can  be  attached 
to  negative  results.  Nor  does  it  follow  that  because  Diphtheria 
bacilli  are  detected  in  a  person's  throat,  that  such  an  one  will  develop 
characteristic  symptoms  of  the  complaint.  In  short  the  presence  or 
absence  of  bacilli  is  a  most  important  aid  to  diagnosis :  but  the  clinical 
symptoms  really  determine  whether  or  not  a  patient  is  suffering  from 
Diphtheria. 

The  distribution  of  immune  serum  (Antitoxin)  to  all  medical 
men  in  the  County  who  apply  to  me  for  it,  which  commenced  in  1894, 
has  been  continued  ;  241  bottles  were  last  year  sent  out  from  my  office. 

The  dissemination  of  Diphtheria  through  schools  is  again 
noted  by  several  Medical  Officers  of  Health ;  and  as  this  is  such  a  well 
established  fact,  I  submit  that  no  child  who  has  been  exposed  to  its 
infection  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  school  for  28  days  after  such 
an  occurrence.  Nor  in  my  opinion  should  any  child  who  has  had 
Diphtheria  return  to  school  for  six  weeks  after  he  is  believed  to  be 
free  from  infection. 


FEVER. 

Table  X  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths  and  Hospital 
cases  and  Hospital  deaths  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  Adminis¬ 
trative  County,  and  England  and  Wales  during  1894-1903  inclusive. 
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TABLE  X. 


Districts. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

►— « 

00 

vO 

On 

1894 

Urban  (13) 

Death  Rate* 

•06 

0’12 

o’o7 

•12 

•14 

•20 

•14 

•15 

•10 

•08 

Cases  - 

70 

124 

125 

172 

214 

347 

101 

93 

75 

39 

Deaths 

13 

26 

16 

25 

28 

42 

20 

20 

12 

9 

Hospital  Cases  - 

34 

33 

17 

16 

39 

29 

4 

- 

1 

- 

,,  Deaths  - 

5 

1 

2 

5 

2 

4 

“ 

“ 

“ 

" 

Rural  (17) 

Death  Rate* 

•03  0-05 

0-05 

•07 

'10 

'20 

•05 

•07 

•05 

•04 

Cases  - 

63 

61 

60 

60 

95 

131 

67 

73 

97 

93 

Deaths 

6 

9 

8 

12 

17 

15 

11 

14 

9 

8 

Hospital  Cases  - 

7 

4 

5 

4 

29 

30 

3 

17 

18 

IS 

,,  Deaths  - 

1 

“““ 

1 

“ 

4 

6 

“ 

2 

2 

Administrative 

Death  Rate* 

•05 

0-09 

0-06 

•10 

•12 

‘20 

•09 

'ii 

•07 

•05 

County  (30) 

Cases  - 

133 

185 

185 

230 

309 

478 

168 

166 

172 

132 

Deaths 

19 

35 

24 

37 

45 

57 

3i 

34 

21 

17 

Hospital  Cases  - 

41 

37 

22 

20 

68 

59 

7 

17 

19 

15 

,,  Deaths  - 

6 

1 

3 

5 

6 

10 

" 

" 

2 

2 

England  and 

Wales  - 

Death  Rate* 

o-io 

0-13 

ou6 

•1 7 

•20 

•30 

•i6 

■17 

•17 

'10 

*  Rate  per  1,000  of  population. 


The  decline  of  Fever  is  marked,  special  falling  off  in  the 
cases  notified  last  year  being  noticeable.  The  County  mortality 
(o'o5),  it  is  seen,  is  but  half  that  of  England  and  Wales  (o’io).  These 
facts  are  undoubted  indications  of  progressive  sanitation. 

Dr.  Buttery  (Oldbury)  reports  that  14  of  the  33  cases  notified 
were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  that  13  recovered.  He 
adds:  “Of  the  19  cases  treated  at  their  homes,  6  died.  Typhoid  is 
“  a  disease  in  which  the  benefits  of  Hospital  treatment  are  very  clearly 
“  shown.  The  patients  can  be  properly  nursed  and  fed  with  due 
“  care  and  attention.  This  is  often  impossible  to  be  attained  in  the 
“  homes  of  many  of  those  afflicted,  with  the  result  as  proved  above, 
“  by  a  great  mortality  amongst  those  treated  at  home.” 

•Dr.  Wilson  (Yardley)  writes:  — 

“  The  only  cases  of  fever  notified  were  30  cases  of  Enteric  or 
“Typhoid  Fever,  the  same  number  as  for  the  previous  year, 
“  bat  of  these  only  two  proved  fatal.  They  were  all  scattered 
“  cases  and  most  of  them  of  a  comparatively  mild  type.  Some 
“ .  .  .  were  .  .  .  associated  with  insanitary  condi- 

“  tions,  but  as  regards  the  majority  of  them  it  was  impossible 
“to  trace  the  precise  origin  of  the  illness  .  .  .  There  was 

“  no  accommodation  for  them  in  the  Joint  Hospital.” 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  at  Powick  Village 
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(Upton)  in  July  and  August,  and  from  the  copy  of  the  Special 
Report  sent  to  the  County  Council  I  learn  that  altogether  there  were 
six  cases  (one  death)  in  Powick  Village,  and  one  at  Callow  End. 
Apparently  the  outbreak  was  connected  with  insanitary  conditions,  the 
nuisance  arising  from  “  Swine’s  Leassow  7  ditch,  being  especially  re¬ 
ferred  to. 

In  connection  with  this  outbreak  Dr.  Cowley  says  : — 

“  The  low-lying  land  ...  is  subject  to  flood  and  creates  a 
“  difficulty  ...  in  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  the 
“  drainage.  ...  A  scheme  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Marten, 
“  C.E.,  of  Stourbridge,  intending  to  remedy  the  present  un- 
“  satisfactory  condition  (but)  .  .  .  strong  objections  were 

“  raised  both  as  to  its  probable  results  and  expense,  so  that 
“  it  was  not  entertained.’’ 

The  late  Sir  Douglas  Galton,  you  will  remember,  presented  a 
report  to  you  on  the  drainage  of  Powick,  on  April  25th  1896,  which 
shows  that  owing  to  the^flatness  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  village, 
effective  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  most  difficult,  in  fact  almost  im¬ 
practicable,  unless  pumping  is  resorted  to. 

On  May  20th  of  last  year  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  City  of 
Eondon  wrote  me  that  some  Army  blankets  had  been  sold 
by  a  London  Arm  to  persons  in  Malvern  and  Evesham,  and  that  he 
had  informed  the  purchasers  that  they  must  not  be  resold  or  used 
in  any  way  until  my  sanction  was  obtained. 

The  facts  were  that  a  number  of  Army  blankets  from  South 
Africa,  of  which  those  sent  to  Malvern  and  Evesham  formed  a  part, 
were  found  in  a  filthy  condition,  being  soiled  with  blood,  excrement 
and  food.  An  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  had  been  traced  to  these 
blankets,  and  in  consequence  some  had  been  submitted  to  bacterial 
examination,  the  result  showing  that  they  were  infected  with  “  in¬ 
numerable  typhoid  bacilli.” 

On  receipt  of  this  information  I  promptly  put  myself  in  com¬ 
munication  with  the  purchasers  at  Evesham  and  Malvern  and  found 
that  the  former  had  already  sold  many  of  the  blankets  to  persons 
resident  in  scattered  villages  in  the  locality.  Steps  were  at  once 
taken  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  blankets  sent  down  to  Malvern  and 
Evesham  and  to  pass  them  through  the  local  disinfectors. 

Bacterial  tests  of  some  of  the  blankets  sold  locally  gave  negative 

results. 


I  have  often  called  attention  to  the  “  Widal  Test  ”  for 
Typhoid  Fever  in  former  reports,  facilities  for  carrying  out  which 
are  afforded  by  the  County  Laboratory.  Dr.  Green  (King’s  Norton) 
reports  that  he,  too,  is  now  in  a  position  to  carry  them  out  at  the  West 
Heath  Laboratory.  I  cordially  agree  with  his  statement  that  “  the 
“  Widal  reaction  is  most  reliable,  and  by  it  one  can,  by  the  examination 
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“  of  a  drop  of  a  patient’s  blood,  tell  if  he  has  typhoid  fever,  the 
“  diagnosis  of  which  disease  is  often  otherwise  impossible  until  many 
“  weeks  have  elapsed.” 

That  it  is  advantageous  to  treat  some  Typhoid  Fever  patients 
in  Isolation  Hospitals  there  is  no  doubt ;  provided  of  course  that  there 
is  suitable  accommodation.  Removal  of  patients  long  distances, 
however,  is  not  unfrequently  attended  with  considerable  risk  to  those 
attacked,  unless  it  is  effected  in  the  early  stages  of  the  complaint ; 
and  here  again  recourse  to  the  “  Widal  Test  ”  would  promote  early 
diagnosis  of  the  ailment  and  speedy  removal  if  requisite. 

Not  only  has  Dr.  Buttery  shown  the  value  of  treating  Typhoid 
patients  in  the  Oldbury  Hospital,  but  Dr.  Wilson  (Yardley),  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1902,  said:  “Hospital  accommodation  is  quite  as 
“necessary  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
“and  Diphtheria,  as  for  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever”;  and  Dr.  Green 
(King’s  Norton)  reports  :  “  When  the  arrangements  at  West  Heath 
“  Hospital  have  been  completed  this  disease  should,  when  necessary, 
“be  treated  there.” 


DIARRHCEA. 

Table  XL  gives  the  numbers  of  Deaths  and  Death-rates  from 
Diarrhoea  during  the  years  1902-1903  inclusive. 
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Districts. 

1903 

1902 

Urban  (13)  - 

76 

51 

Rural  (17)  - 

28 

15 

Administrative  County  (30)  - 

104 

66 

County  death-rate  per  1,000  of  population 

0-27 

0-18 

England  and  Wales  Death-rate  per  1,000 
of  population-  - 

0-50 

0-38 

I  may  remind  you  that  as  the  nomenclature  of  this  “  Filth 
Disease”  was  changed  by  the  Registrar-General  in  1902,  statistical 
comparisons  of  deaths  from  “  Diarrhoea  ”  prior  to  that  date  are  not 
strictly  reliable ;  so  I  do  not  give  them.  The  connection  of  Diarrhoea 
with  deaths  of  children  under  one  year,  and  their  association  with 
meteorological  conditions,  are  discussed  in  my  last  Annual  Report; 
wherein  I  mentioned  that  in  spells  of  hot  weather  the  mortality  increases, 
and  vice-versa.  The  County  Diarrhoea  rate  of  each  of  the  last  two 
years  has  been  much  lower  than  the  corresponding  one  of  England 
and  Wales. 


28  Ankylostomiasis  {Miners'  Worm  Disease). 

ANKYLOSTOMIASIS  (MINERS’  WORM  DISEASE). 

A  communication  on  Ankylostomiasis,  lately  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  is  of  special  interest  to  workers  in  the  Worcester¬ 
shire  Collieries  and  Mines. 

This  disease  (also  known  as  Miners’  Worm  Disease)  is  due  to 
the  presence  in  the  small  intestine  of  a  species  of  worm  (Ankylostomum 
Duodenale)  which  in  adult  form  is  about  one-quarter  to  one-third  of 
an  inch  long. 

It  has  invaded  numbers  of  workmen  engaged  in  Continental 
Collieries  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  back  caused  very  many 
deaths  of  Navvies  constructing  the  St.  Gothard  Tunnel. 

A  short  time  since  it  appeared  at  the  Dolcoath  Mine  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  already  exists  in  other  Mines 
in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  therefore  important  that  vigilance  should  be  exercised  to 
discover  its  existence. 

The  symptoms  of  Ankylostomiasis  are,  anaemic  condition  of 
the  blood,  the  lips,  tongue,  gums  and  upder  surface  of  the  eyelids, 
as  well  as  marked  pallor  of  the  face :  these  are  accompanied  by 
palpitation,  dizziness  and  shortness  of  breath  on  exertion,  loss  of 
appetite,  gastro-intestinal  disturbance  and  irritating  skin  eruptions 
known  as  “  bunches.” 

The  earliest  and  most  certain  method  of  detecting  the  worm 
is  by  examining  the  fasces  of  the  suspected  person  :  as  the  ova  are 
laid  by  the  worm  in  the  human  intestine  and  not  elsewhere,  and  do  not 
begin  to  hatch  until  ejected  from  the  bowels. 

A  temperature  of  over  6o°,  air,  and  moisture  are  necessary 
to  develop  the  ova :  and  it  is  believed  that  the  recent  increase  of  the 
disease  which  began  coincidently  with  the  introduction  of  watering  of 
dry  collieries,  which  makes  the  ground  sufficientlv  moist  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  worms,  is  due  to  that  practice. 

As  soon  as  the  typical  worms  have  been  found  in  any  mine- 
worker,  information  should  at  once  be  sent  to  the  District  Inspector 
of  Mines,  and  the  patients  be  placed  under  medical  treatment. 

The  precautionary  measures  against  the  spread  of  Anky¬ 
lostomiasis  should  include  (a)  prevention  of  faecal  pollution 
of  the  ground  by  the  provision  of  pail  closets  below  ground  and  of 
w.c.’s  or  earth  closets  a.bove  ground ;  (b)  the  destruction  of  excreta 
containing  ova ;  (c)  maintenance  of  washing  appliances  for  the  men ; 
(d)  wholesome  water  supply ;  (e)  cleanliness  while  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing  ;  and  (f)  exclusion  during  treatment  of  infected  persons  from  the 
Mines. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  in  his  communication  writes  that  he 
“  is  advised  that  unless  proper  precautions  are  observed  by  Mine 
“  Owners  and  Miners,  the  disease  may  spread  to  other  mining  districts 
“  in  this  Country  .  .  .  (and  that  he)  is  anxious  every  possible  step 

“  should  be  taken  to  impress  on  men  employed  in  mines  the  import- 
“  ance  of  this  point,  and  the  danger  which  may  result  to  them  and 
“  others  from  uncleanliness  or  carelessness  on  their  part  .... 
“  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  valuable  aid 
“  might  be  rendered  in  this  matter  by  the  County  Councils  of  Mining 
“  Counties  in  bringing  the  matter  .  .  .  before  the  miners  and 

“  others  engaged  in  the  industry  ...  It  will  also  be  very  im- 
“  portant  that  facilities  should  be  readily  available  in  each  Mining 
“  District  for  the  examination  of  the  faeces  with  a  view  to  early  detec- 
1  tion  of  the  disease  in  any  mine  where  its  existence  is  suspected. 
“  Arrangements  have  already  been  made  by  one  County  Council  for 
“  this  to  be  done  at  the  County  Laboratory  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
“  suggests  for  the  consideration  of  your  Council  whether  similar 
“  arrangements  should  be  made.” 

My  inquiries  induce  me  to  think  that  Ankylostomiasis  has  not 
yet  appeared  among  the  Worcestershire  Miners,  but  as  it  would  seem 
that  there  are  at  least  20  Mines  and  Collieries  in  the  County,  the 
County  Council  approved  the  following  recommendations  I  made, 
viz.  : — 

1.  That  facilities  should  be  offered  for  the  investigations  of 
material  from  suspected  cases  being  made  in  the  County 
Laboratory,  and  that  the  Medical  men  in  the  Mining  Dis¬ 
tricts  of  the  County  be  informed  of  such  decision. 

2.  That  a  short  handbill  be  distributed  among  the  Miners  show¬ 
ing  how  the  disease  can  be  guarded  against. 

ANTHRAX. 

Anthrax,  or  malignant  pustule,  is  a  specific  disease  which  is 
communicable  to  man,  directly,  or  indirectly  from  the  lower  animals; 
the  herbivora  being  especially  susceptible*  to  it.  Slaughterers  and 
Veterinary  Surgeons  occasionally  become  infected. 

“  Woolsorter’s  Disease  ” — another  name  for  it — has  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Bradford  for  some  years,  which  is  due  to  handling 
wool  or  hair  obtained  from  abroad.  The  specific  organism 
(bacillus  Anthracis)  of  the  disease  is  readily  recognisable,  and 
its  biological  characters  have  been  completely  worked  out,  and 
consist  of  straight,  slightly-bent,  or  curved  rods  of  comparatively 
large  size,  with  square  extremities.  Pasteur  is  of  opinion  that  when 
animals  which  have  died  from  Anthrax  are  buried,  the  development 
of  the  bacilli  into  spores  may  take  place  in  the  soil  and  that  these 
spores  may  in  turn  be  swallowed  bv  earth-worms,  and  be  carried  to 
the  surface,  and  so  infect  other  animals. 
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Eighteen  outbreaks  ofAnthrax  among  animals  were  reported 
to  the  County  Police  during  1903,  and  six  human  beings  (three  of 
whom  died)  also  developed  it. 

Until  comparatively  recently  the  carcases  ot  animals  which 
died  from  Anthrax  were,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  buried 
with  the  free  use  of  lime  :  but  now  I  am  glad  to  say  such  carcases  are 
cremated.  The  six  cases  among  human  beings  occurred  in  the 
Borough  of  Kidderminster.  Three  of  them  were  employed  in  the 
“  wool  departments,”  and  one  in  the  “  wash-house  ”  of  a  carpet  works. 
Of  the  remaining  two,  1  was  a  “  drayman  ”  and  1  a  “  traveller  for  a 
Brewery  Company.” 

Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Borough,  the  Health  Committee  instructed  the  Town  Clerk  to  advise 
“  the  firms  in  the  Borough  who  use  dangerous  wool  .  .  *  .  that  it 

“  is  most  important  that  the  dust  and  refuse  from  Persian  and  other 
“  dangerous  wools  should  not  (as  appears  to  be  the  present  practice  in 
“some  instances)  be  deposited  in  refuse  heaps,  on  mill  premises,  and 
“  then  carted  away  to  be  spread  over  the  land  as  manure.  This  the  Com- 
“  mittee  are  advised  is  a  positive  danger  to  individuals  and  stock. 
“  In  the  case  of  some  factories  the  Committee  is  informed  that  this 
“  refuse  is  allowed  to  fall  into  the  river  and  back  brook,  or  is  blown 
“into  the  air,  both  of  which  methods  are  equally  objectionable  and 
“dangerous.  The  refuse  should  in  every  case  be  destroyed  by  fire 
“as  soon  as  possible.” 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Table  XII.  compares  the  rates  of  Infantile  Mortality  in  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  collectively  and  the  Administrative  County 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  years  1894-1903. 


TABLE  XII. 


Districts. 


Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  per  1,000 
registered  Births. 


1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

Urban  (13) 

122 

1 17 

H5 

153 

Cl 

164 

168 

161 

131 

Rural  (17) 

108 

106 

1 16 

115 

117 

US 

127 

122 

112 

1 17 

Administrative  County(3o) 

1 16 

1 12 

134 

136 

136 

138 

143 

140 

131 

122 

England  and  Wales  - 

132 

133 

151 

U4 

163 

161 

148 

161 

143 

In  my  annual  report  for  i  902  some  general  questions  affecting 
“  Infantile  Mortalities  ”  are  dealt  with  somewhat  at  length,  so  I  do 
rot  now  repeat  them.  Inter  alia,  I  then  said  that  we  must  not  be  dis¬ 
appointed  if  the  low  County  rate  of  1902  (112)  did  not  recur.  I  am, 
however,  glad  to  record  that  the  increase  was  but  slight  (116). 
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Reverting  to  Table  II.  it  will  be  seen  that  the  County  rate  last 
year  (116)  was  exceeded  in  the  following  Districts,  viz.  :  — 


District. 

In  1903. 

Average 
for  years 
1894-1903. 

Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban 

171 

159 

Oldbury  Urban 

- 

- 

- 

- 

186 

200 

Redditch  Urban 

- 

- 

- 

- 

135 

169 

Stourbridge  Urban  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

123 

149 

Halesowen  Rural  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

161 

144 

Rock  Rural  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

119 

U9 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural- 

* 

- 

- 

. 

1 19 

126 

Stow-on-Wold  Rural 

- 

- 

- 

- 

200 

51 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

130 

105 

Winchcombe  Rural- 

- 

- 

* 

333 

IOI 

Comparing  the  1903  rates  of  the  Stow,  Upton,  and  Winch- 
combe  Districts  with  their  respective  averages  given  above,  I  think  the 
former  must  certainly  be  deemed  “  accidental ” ;  which  occurrences  are 
apt  to  occur  in  small  populations.  The  other  rates  for  last  year  re¬ 
ferred  to  above  are,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  Lye,  much  below 
the  averages  ;  nevertheless  some  are  high.  As  you  are  well 
aware,  high  infantile  mortalities  in  these  Districts  have  been  so  per¬ 
sistent  for  years  that  in  1897  they  were  the  subject  of  a  Special  Re¬ 
port  by  Dr.  Dixey  and  myself,  the  outcome  of  which  has  been  that 
grants  have  been  made  by  the  Technical  and  Higher  Education  Com¬ 
mittees,  which  enabled  you  to  establish  Lady  Health  Missioners  at 
Stourbridge  in  1897,  at  Lye  in  1900,  at  Halesowen  in  1899,  at  Old¬ 
bury  in  1903,  and  at  Redditch  on  January  1st,  1904,  in  order  to 
combat  the  ignorance  and  neglect  which  induced  the  excessive  local 
mortalities. 

Dr.  Darby  (Lye)  says:  — 

“  There  (was)  a  large  increase  in  deaths  of  children  under  1  year 
“  .  .  .  (which  was  due)  to  deaths  from  chest  diseases  and 

“  premature  births,  and  3  deaths  from  Measles  and  4  from 
“  Whooping  Cough,  and  also  an  increase  of  5  deaths  from 
“  Diarrhoea  over  last  year. 

“  The  reason  for  so  many  deaths  from  chest  diseases  and  from 
“  Whooping  Cough  may  be  that  last  year  was  upon  the  whole 
“  very  wet  and  Whooping  Cough  was  rather  prevalent.” 

Dr.  Buttery  (Oldbury)  says:  — 

“  The  main  causes  of  increase  were  chest  affections  and  intestinal 
“  complaints,  in  addition  to  which  there  were  a  few  more 
“  deaths  from  premature  birth.” 

Dr.  Stevenson  (Redditch)  says  :  — 

“  The  death-rate  (for  1903,  135)  is  considerably  below  the  average 
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“  and  it  is  explained  that  premature  birth  and  debility  are 
“  responsible  for  22  of  55  deaths.” 

He  adds :  “  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  these  two  most  prominent 
“  causes  of  infant  mortality  can  be  prevented  in  a  town  like 
“  Redditch,  where  such  a  high  percentage  of  mothers  go  to 
“  work,  at  sedentary  occupations,  in  close  workrooms  and 
“  factories.” 

Dr.  Wilberforce  Freer  (Stourbridgei)  shows  that  36  of  the  58 
deaths  were  due  to  Premature  Births,  Marasmus,  Bronchitis,  and 
Debility. 

Dr.  Young  (Halesowen)  makes  no  special  reference  in  his 
report  to  this  mortality. 

Dr.  Whitaker  (Rock)  says  “  that  the  infantile  mortality  in 
“  1903  was  less  unfavourable  than  it  has  been  for  some  years. 

“  In  connection  with  the  deaths  from  infantile  ailments  and  tuber- 
“  culosis,  I  would  again  refer  to  remarks  in  previous  reports. 
“  I  believe  that  the  most  permanent  improvement  to  be  ex- 
“  pected  would  result  from  the  simple  teaching  in  our  Elemen- 
“  tary  Schools  of  the  value  of  fresh  air,  cleanliness,  suitable 
“  preparation  of  food  and  proper  care  of  infants.  Now  that 
“  the  County  Council — itself  a  sanitary  body — is  the  Educa- 
“  tion  Authority,  we  may  look  to  it  for  the  practical  applica- 
“  tion  of  such  Education.” 

By  your  direction,  I  have  periodically  interviewed  the  Lady 
Health  Missioners,  who  are  also  in  regular  communication  with  the 
District  Medical  Officers,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
they  are  doing  really  good  work  ;  which  fact  is,  I  believe, 
appreciated  by  those  for  whose  instruction  their  services  are  retained. 
Apparently  they  are  well  received  everywhere,  and  it  is  a  common 
occurrence  for  those  in  charge  of  infants,  to  apply  to  them  for  advice 
as  to  the  rearing  and  clothing  of  babies. 

Although  good  results  are  doubtless  being  obtained,  even  if 
slowly,  yet  maternal  ignorance  is  often  so  engrained,  and  prejudices 
so  strong,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  infantile  death-rates  will 
be  speedily  affected. 

A  “Day  Nursery”  has  been  started  at  The  Lye,  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  which  the  District  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Missioner 
took  leading  parts.  In  connection  with  this  Dr.  Darby  writes  : — 

“  One  cannot  refrain  from  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the  scheme 
“  has  not  met  with  greater  support,  but  one  has  to  take  into 
“  account  the  fact  that  trade  has  been  in  a  very  depressed 
“  state  throughout  the  district,  and  that  as  many  mothers  and 
“  fathers  are  out  of  work  they  cannot  afford  to  send  their 
“  children  to  the  Creche  and  moreover,  having  nothing  else  to 
“  do,  can,  of  course,  attend  to  their  children  at  home  them- 
“  selves. 
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“  It  is  intended  to  give  the  movement  an  extended  trial  and  to 
“  retain  it  as  a  philanthropic  movement,  purely,  and  should 
“  it  not  be  a  success,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  on  account  of  lack 
“  of  funds,  or  work  by  the  Committees,  but  because  of  lack  of 
“  babies.  Should  trade  speedily  revive,  and  the  District  again 
“  assume  its  busy  aspect,  I  think  that  the  movement  may  yet 
“  do  the  work  for  which  it  was  created.” 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  XIII.  and  Diagram  show  the  “  Phthisis  ”  Death-rates  of  the 
County  and  of  the  respective  Districts  during  the  years  1894-1903 
inclusive. 


TABLE  XIII. 


Districts. 

Average 
for  years 
1894  to 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 

1903. 

1903.  | 

1902. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

|  1898. 

1897 

|  1896. 

1895. 

1  1894 

Urban. 

jvdley  Borough  - 

o*6 

o-6 

1 

ro 

o-o 

i 

0-3 

o*3 

06 

■6 

•6 

1*3 

I'O 

fcmsgrove  -  ^  - 

09 

0-2 

o-8 

i’5 

I'O 

o-6 

o-8 

I '2 

1  3 

i*5 

•I 

Smsgrove  North 

o-5 

0U7 

0-6 

o-8 

0-3 

o-5 

o*3 

*3 

*3 

i*3 

1*3 

)itwich  Borough  - 

I'O 

07 

o*9 

2*1 

o-6 

°*9 

07 

1*4 

1  *6 

*9 

*5 

;sham  Borough 

07 

1*2 

07 

0'5 

°'9 

o*9 

0*2 

'6 

*5 

i*3 

•6 

Sderminster 

o-8 

•8 

Borough 

ro 

0-9 

ro 

ri 

I  '2 

i'i 

i*3 

*9 

i*5 

jig’s  Norton  and 

o-8 

Northfield  - 

ro 

07 

07 

1-2 

0-9 

ro 

ri 

11 

11 

i-7 

-  and  Wollescote  - 

o-6 

0'5 

0-9 

o-6 

0'2 

o-6 

07 

I '2 

•5 

•8 

•8 

lvern  - 

o-8 

°‘5 

°'5 

o-8 

°'5 

07 

I'O 

*9 

*9 

i-8 

•8 

bury 

o-6 

0-4 

o-5 

0’5 

07 

°*4 

°*9 

•6 

•8 

I'2 

•6 

Iditch 

i’3 

0-9 

1-2 

i-3 

1.7 

°*9 

i*5 

r6 

1*4 

i*7 

i'6 

airbridge 

o-8 

i*4 

0-9 

ro 

07 

o-5 

°*4 

I'O 

*9 

*7 

•8 

urport 

°’9 

0-2 

2-2 

0-4 

07 

°*9 

0-9 

I'O 

i'i 

1  4 

•8 

Jrban  death  rate  - 

o-8 

o-6 

085 

0-9 

07 

07 

07 

o*9 

o-8 

1  *2 

0'8 

Rut  at. 

o-8 

imsgrove 

0-9 

ro 

0-9 

1-2 

11 

1*3 

I'O 

‘7 

•8 

•8 

jitwich 

07 

06 

o-5 

07 

o-5 

07 

11 

•8 

*9 

*9 

*4 

:sham 

o-6 

07 

07 

o-6 

1*2 

o-8 

°'4 

*4 

*9 

*7 

*5 

kenham 

rc 

07 

ro 

07 

17 

0'6 

o-6 

.6 

I'O 

i*7 

i*9 

esowen 

o-5 

o-8 

0’5 

o'8 

°‘5 

o*5 

0’5 

.09 

*4 

•6 

•5 

derminster  - 

0  6 

o-6 

o-8 

07 

ro 

07 

0.7 

*5 

*4 

*4 

•8 

-tley  - 

o'6 

07 

0-9 

0-4 

0'6 

0'6 

I  '2 

*3 

*7 

•6 

•6 

vent  (part) 

o-6 

0-0 

0  8 

0-9 

08 

07 

i*5 

i*5 

0.0 

*7 

O'O 

shore  - 

0-9 

o-8 

0-8 

1-3 

1*2 

11 

07 

*7 

*9 

i*5 

•6 

:k 

0-3 

°‘4 

0-9 

°'4 

°‘4 

°‘4 

O'O 

*4 

O'O 

O'O 

•  7 

ipston-on-Stour 

07 

o-8 

08 

0-2 

o-6 

1*4 

0*9 

•8 

•5 

*5 

I'O 

w-on-the-Wold 

8*9 

(part)  - 

2-3 

3’0 

3-0 

00 

O'O 

2*9 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

5*9 

libury  - 

0-4 

0-4 

0-2 

o-8 

0*4 

0'2 

06 

O'O 

•8 

•8 

*7 

ijj^kesbury  (part) 

1*3 

17 

2'0 

o-8 

°*4 

1*2 

2'0 

•8 

I  '2 

2*4 

r  2 

jton-on-Severn 

1-9 

0*8 

ri 

0-4 

I'O 

1*2 

0'7 

*6 

I'I 

i*5 

i*3 

achcombe  (part)  - 

o-o 

0-0 

o-o 

0-0 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

O'O 

tural  death  rate  - 

o-8 

07 

o-8 

07 

it 

0-6 

o-8 

.8 

•6 

•8 

11 

o-8 

o-8 

0-83 
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These  statistics,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  do  not  raise  any  questions 
which  have  not  been  dealt  with  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  That 
Consumption  is  infectious,  preventable,  and — under  certain  conditions 
curable — there  is  no  doubt,  and  the  District  Councils  are  apparently 
appreciating  these  points  :  for  several  of  them  are  making  efforts  to 
disinfect  rooms  where  deaths  have  occurred,  and  are  doing  their  best 
to  distribute  leaflets  giving  information  as  to  the  precautionary 
measures  which  should  be  adopted.  Several  Medical  Officers 
plead  for  the  Worcestershire  Sanatorium  at  Knightwick,  which 
is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  is  undoubtedly  doing 
excellent  work,  as  the  First  Annual  Report  issued  by  the  Committee 
of  Management  shows.  The  King’s  Norton  and  Worcester  Board  of 
Guardians,  the  Worcester  District  of  Oddfellows,  and  District  Com¬ 
mittees  for  Oldbury  and  Redditch,  as  well  as  several  private  firms  or 
persons,  each  maintain  beds  at  this  institution,  which  are  retained 
exclusively  for  patients  they  nominate. 

It  will  be  within  your  recollection  that  at  the  British  Congress 
on  Tuberculosis,  held  in  London  in  July,  1901,  Professor  Koch  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  or  not  Tuberculosis  could  be  communicated  from 
animals  to  man;  whereupon  the  “New  Royal  Commission  on  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ”  was  appointed  in  August  of  the  same  year  to  enquire  and 
report :  — 

1.  Whether  the  disease  in  animals  and  man  is  one  and  the  same? 

2.  Whether  animals  and  man  can  be  reciprocally  infected  with 
it?  and 

3.  Under  what  conditions,  if  at  all,  the  transmission  of  the 
disease  from  animals  to  man  takes  place,  and  what  are  the 
circumstances  favourable  or  unfavourable  to  such  transmis¬ 
sion  ? 

On  1 6th  May  1904  the  Commission  reported  that  they  had 
carefully  inquired  whether  the  bacillus  which  gives  rise  to  Tubercu¬ 
losis  in  the  bovine  animal  is  specifically  distinct  from  the  bacillus  which 
gives  rise  to  Tuberculosis  in  the  human  beings,  and  that  therefore  the 
presence  of  the  bovine  bacillus  in  the  milk  or  flesh  of  the  cow  con¬ 
sumed  as  food  for  man  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  cause  of  Tubercu¬ 
losis  in  the  iatter. 

The  Commission  say  that  the  results  which  they  have  obtained 
are  so  striking  that  they  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  them 
known  without  further  delay  in  an  Interim  Report ;  deferring  until 
a  further  report  all  narration  of  details  of  experiments  and  certain 
other  questions. 

The  Commission  state  in  their  Interim  Report  that  the 
result  at  which  they  have  arrived  is — • 

“  That  tubercle  of  human  origin  can  give  rise  in  the  bovine 
“  animal  to  tuberculosis  identical  with  ordinary  bovine  tuber- 
“  culosis,  seems  to  us  to  show  quite  clearly  that  it  would  be 
“  most  unwise  to  frame  or  modify  legislative  measures  in 
“  accordance  with  the  view  that  human  and  bovine  tubercle 
“  bacilli  are  specifically  different  from  each  other,  and  that 
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“  the  disease  caused  by  the  one  is  a  wholly  different  thing 
“  from  the  disease  caused  by  the  other.” 


This  statement  is  diametrically  opposed  to  Koch’s  views,  and 
confirms  reports  of  previous  Commissions  ;  so  that  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
his  opinions  will  now  be  laid  to  rest,  and  that  reluctance  will  no 
longer  be  manifested  by  Local  Authorities  in  carrying  out  the 
obligations  and  responsibilities  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 


CANCER. 

Table  XIV.  and  Diagram  show  the  Cancer  Death-rates  of  the 
County  and  respective  Districts  during  the  years  1894-1903  inclusive. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  (OTHER  THAN  SMALLPOX). 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1901  (p.  27  to  37)  I  gave  some 
details  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  provided  in  the  County  and  ex¬ 
plained  that  17  of  the  30  Councils  have  permanent  hospitals,  3  have 
iron  or  wood  and  iron  buildings,  3  have  isolation  cottages,  4  have 
arranged  for  transference  of  patients  to  hospitals  in  adjacent  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  3  are  without  means  for  isolating  infectious  diseases  other 
than  Smallpox. 

The  Oldbury  Urban  and  Upton  and  Winchcombe  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  were  those  referred  to  as  having  “  isolation  cottages. ”  Quite  re¬ 
cently  the  Oldbury  Council  have  arranged  with  the  Corporation  of 
Smethwick  for  the  provision  of  a  Joint  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
under  Sect.  13 1  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Upton  Council  are  now  building  a  new  hospital  at  a  cost 
of  ^£4,650,  omitting  for  the  present  from  the  original  scheme  “  the 
small  ward  block,”  and  so  saving  ,£1,350.  It  is  probable  that  it  will 
be  completed  by  the  autumn  of  1904. 

In  December  last,  “  the  stress  for  isolation  (at  the  Milestone 
“  Cottage  at  Upton)  became  so  severe  .  .  .  (that)  the  tent  which 

“  had  originally  been  obtained  for  Smallpox  (was)  erected  .  .  . 
“and  it  answered  very  well.”  Dr.  Cowley  adds:  “The  minds  of 
“  some  of  our  and  other  Authorities  are  being  exercised  on  the  subject 
“  of  isolation  in  disease  when  in  epidemic  form.  I  have  given  my 
“  views  about  it  and  in  support  of  the  principle.  The  main  argument 
“  against  it  is  the  expense.” 

The  three  Councils  without  Isolation  Hospitals  for  other 
diseases  than  Smallpox  in  1901  were  Rock,  Tenbury,  and  Stow-on-the- 
Wold,  and  the  position  is,  I  believe,  the  same  now  as  then.  As  to  the 
Stow  District  (by  far  the  greater  part  of  which  is  in  Gloucestershire) 
Dr.  Moore  writes:  — 

“  An  Isolation  Hospital  is  badly  needed.  A  small  ward,  capable 
“of  accommodating  two  or  three  cases  of  Smallpox  is  also 
“  needed.” 

Of  the  Tenbury  District  Dr.  Whitaker  reports:  — 

“  No  further  steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  towards  securing 
“  isolation  accommodation  for  other  infectious  diseases  (than 
“  Smallpox),  though  several  schemes  have  been  considered. 

“  There  is  no  doubt  that  cases  arise  from  time  to  time,  which 
“are  a  standing  danger  when  left  in  their  homes.” 

The  following  are  some  other  statements  in  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  Annual  Reports  for  1903  bearing  on  the  subject :  — 
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Isolation  Hospitals  ( other  than  Smallpox). 

Kidderminster  Borough. 

Dr.  Corbet  says  : — 

“  The  Borough  Hospital  has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost  during  the 
“  year  ...  a  new  pavilion  has  been  erected  .... 
“containing  two  wards  (30ft.  x  20ft.),  kitchen,  nurses’  room, 
“  with  suitable  lavatory  accommodation.  A  second  erection 
“  has  been  provided,  which  has  been  used  for  extra  sleeping 
“  accommodation  for  the  staff. 

“Two  extra  wards  have  been  added  to  No.  1  Pavilion  for  the 
“  isolation  of  any  secondary  infectious  disease  which  may 
“  occur. 

“  It  is  imperative  that  a  brick  discharging  block  should  be 
“  erected  near  the  entrance  to  the  Hospital  grounds  as  soon  as 
“possible,  as  our  present  one  is  too  near  our  Scarlet  Fever 
“  pavilions.” 

King’s  Norton  and  Northjield  TJrhan  District. 

Dr.  Green  says  :  — 

“  A  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  in  the  autumn  as 
“  to  a  Loan  of  ,£5,500  for  extensions,  and  this  having  been 
“  agreed  to,  two  blocks,  one  for  Diphtheria  and  the  other  as 
“  an  observation  ward,  are  to  be  built  at  once.  In  addition 
“  new  bath  rooms  for  the  other  blocks  are  to  be  built,  a  new 
“  steam  laundry  is  to  replace  the  present  antiquated  one,  and 
“  gas  will  supersede  petroleum  in  the  wards  for  lighting. 

“  The  ventilation  of  the  permanent  wards  has  been  improved,  and 
“  a  new  heating  boiler  put  in.” 

Pershore  Rural  District. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation,  which  was  much  im¬ 
proved  in  1902  by  the  erection  of  suitable  ward  pavilions,  has  been 
further  improved  by  the  addition  of  an  administrative  block,  which 
will  answer  local  requirements  for  years  to  come. 

These  buildings  form  part  of  a  complete  scheme  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  District  Council,  and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
next  portion  to  be  proceeded  with  should  be  the  provision  of  the  dis¬ 
infecting  block. 

Yardley  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Wilson  says  “that  the  question  of  providing  adequate 
“  accommodation  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  a  SubCom- 
“  mittee,  the  Joint  Hospital  for  Solihull  being  found  insuffi- 
“  cient.”  He  advises  “that  instead  of  erecting  a  new  separate 
“  Hospital  for  Yardley  it  would  entail  a  vastly  smaller  pro- 
“  portionate  outlay  in  the  first  instance,  and  greatly  reduce 
“  annual  expenditure  in  establishment  charges,  if  the  present 
“  Joint  Hospital  were  extended  and  the  Meriden  (Warwick- 
“  shire)  District  admitted  into  the  combination  on  equitable 
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“  terms.  Apart  from  the  great  difficulty  there  probably  would 
“  be  in  obtaining  a  suitable  site  in  any  part  of  the  District, 
“  there  could  hardly  be  any  site  which  would  be  more  acces- 
“  sible  or  central  than  the  site  of  the  present  hospital." 

He  estimates  “that  the  new  Hospital  for  Yardley  would  cost 
“^12,000,  but  that  the  extra  outlay  which  would  be  necessary 
“  to  extend  the  present  Hospital  buildings  and  make  them 
“large  enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Yardley,  Solihull 
“  and  Meriden,  would  not  exceed  half  that  sum.”  He  also 
would  “  suggest  that  the  best  way  of  solving  the  difficulty 
“  would  be  to  request  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  to 
“  invite  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  to  hold  a  Joint 
“  Inquiry  and  adjudicate  on  the  proportions  which  all  three 
“  Districts  should  contribute  as  to  initial  outlay  and  establish- 
“  ment  charges,  taking  of  course  into  consideration  the  sums 
“  already  spent  by  Yardley  and  Solihull.” 

Summarizing  then  the  opinions  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  as  to  the  utility  of  Isolation  Hospitals,  it  appears  that  as 
regards  Scarlatina,  “  the  balance  of  opinion  is  decidedly  in  favour 
“of  the  hospital  system,”  and  as  Dr.  Wilson  (Yardley)  tersely  remarks, 
“  hospital  accommodation  is  quite  as  necessary  for  the  isolation  and 
“  treatment  of  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  as  for  cases  of  Scarlet 
“  Fever.” 


SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  way  in  which  the  Smallpox  Hospital  Accommodation 
of  the  County  has  latterly  been  improved  is  described  in  my  Annual 
Reports  for  1901  and  1902.  Had  not  this  matter  been  so  efficiently 
dealt  with,  there  is  every  reason  for  thinking  that  Smallpox  would 
have  been  prevalent  last  year,  for  as  I  have  already  said,  there  were 
32  separate  outbreaks  (41  cases)  in  the  County. 

As  previously  mentioned,  the  Stourbridge  and  Lye  Urban  and 
Halesowen  Rural  Districts  are  unprovided  with  Isolation  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  Smallpox,  but  as  the  “  Hospital  Committee  ”  cannot  obtain  a 
site,  they  are  negotiating  with  Oldbury  Council  “  for  the  provision  of 
“  Smallpox  accommodation  for  the  Joint  Districts.” 

As  to  the  want  of  hospitals  in  the  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Newent 
and  Winchcombe  Districts,  the  “  Smallpox  Committee  ”  decided  to 
take  no  action  with  regard  to  them,  as  very  small  parts  of  them  are 
in  Worcestershire. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  majority  of  the  Local  Authorities  in  the  County  either 
own,  or  have  access  to  efficient  steam  disinfectors, 
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So  far  as  I  can  gather,  however,  the  Feckenham,  Hartley, 

Pershore,  Rock,  and  Tenbury  District  Councils  have  no  such  accom¬ 
modation. 

The  Pershore  Authority  send  clothes  of  hospital  patients  to 
Evesham  for  treatment. 

By  direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  under  the  Midwives’ 
Act,  1902,  steps  are  being  taken  to  ascertain  which  Authorities  have 
disinfectors  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the  following  Rule  of  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board  (E.  5  p.  14),  which  has  been  approved  by 
the  Privy  Council,  viz.  :• — * 

“  Whenever  a  midwife  has  been  in  attendance  upon  a  patient 
“  suffering  from  puerperal  fever,  or  from  any  other  illness 
“  supposed  to  be  infectious,  she  must  disinfect  herself  and 
“  all  her  instruments  and  other  appliances,  to  the  satisfaction 
“  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority,  and  must  have  her  clothing 
“  thoroughly  disinfected  before  going  to  another  labour. 
“  Unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  local  supervising  Authority, 
“  all  washable  clothing  should  be  boiled,  and  other  clothing 
“  should  be  sent  to  be  stoved  ((by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority) 
“  and  then  exposed  freely  to  the  open  air  for  several  days.” 

Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  the  responsibility  for  stoving 
midwives  clothes  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  is  imposed 
upon  “  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.” 

As  regards  the  ordinary  disinfection  of  infected  rooms,  the 
use  of  alformant  lamps  in  place  of  sulphur  fumigation  seems  to  have 
become  more  common  than  it  formerly  was,  and  is  well  spoken  of  by 
several  Medical  Officers. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

Systematic  Inspection. 

Systematic  Inspection  of  the  various  Districts  is  almost 
invariably  reported  by  the  District  Medical  Officers.  Dr. 
Greensill  (Martley  Rural  District),  observes  that  “  the  newly 
“  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector,  being  a  complete  stranger  to  the 
“  neighbourhood,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  he  should,  by  a 
“  systematic  inspection  of  the  District,  make  himself  familiar  with  his 
“  duties,  but  he  has  been  so  occupied  with  dealing  with  Infectious 
“  Diseases,  and  with  the  routine  inspection  of  Bake-houses,  Dairies, 
“  Cowsheds,  and  Workshops  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  find  time 
“  even  to  commence  this  systematic  inspection.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
“  much  longer  delayed.” 

Dr.  Whitaker  (Rock),  says:  — 

“  A  more  systematic  and  complete  house  to  house  inspection 
“  is  needed  so  as  to  avoid  the  over  looking  of  some  of  the 
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“  insanitary  features  which  I  have  noted  as  continuing  too 
“  long.’’ 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Schemes  of  Water  supply  and  drainage  either  recently 
carried  out  or  required,  are  given  later  on  in  the  Summaries  of 
individual  reports,  but  a  few  of  the  more  important  of  them  can  I 
think  with  advantage  be  alluded  to  now. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  seems  to  be  improving, 
inasmuch  as  during  the  year,  town  water  has  been  laid  on  to  198 
houses  and  2  Elementary  Schools,  making  a  total  of  367  houses  now 
supplied  out  of  672  in  the  Borough. 

It  appears,  however,  that  some  owners  of  property  refuse  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  supply  of  wholesome  water  until  they  ?ie 
compelled  to  do  so. 


North  Broms grove. 

The  water  supply  of  this  District  also  continues  to  improve, 
owing  to  the  extension  of  the  mains  of  the  East  Worcestershire 
Waterworks  Co.,  which  have  now  been  laid  in  all  the  most  populous 
parts. 

Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

% 

A  few  houses  still  procure  their  water  supply  from  wells. 

Droitwich  Rural  District. 

The  water  supply  of  Earl’s  Common  is  still  derived  from 
pits  into  which,  in  many  cases  surface  water  flows ;  but  it  is  hoped 
that  before  long,  some  practical  method  of  dealing  with  it  may  be 
forthcoming. 


Evesham  Rural  District. 

The  “  Evesham  Villages  Water  Scheme,”  by  which  water  is 
'Collected  at  Broadway  and  distributed  through  6  Worcestershire 
and  4  Gloucestershire  parishes,  continues  to  be  a  great  success  ; 
indeed,  so  popular  has  it  become,  that  ,  with  27  exceptions,  all  the 
houses  within  reach  of  the  mains  have  been  connected  with  them,  by 
their  owners,  without  compulsion. 

Beckenham  Rural  District. 

Astwood  Bank  is  at  last  supplied  with  waterworks  by  mains 
laid  by  the  District  Council  in  connection  with  those  of  the  East 
Worcestershire  Water  Co.  ;  and  the  wells  are  now  being  analysed 
seriatim  in  order  that  those  found  to  be  polluted  may  be  closed. 
This  matter  has  to  my  knowledge  been  under  consideration  for  21 
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years  ;  and  even  now  some  owners  of  property  are  not  taking  water 
unless  compelled  to  do  so. 

Perskore  Rural  District. 

The  water  supplies  of  15  parishes  in  this  District  are  known 
to  be  either  defective  or  polluted  •  and  the  District  Council  have 
consequently  caused  a  scheme  for  laying  on  water  to  these  villages 
from  the  C'otswold  Hills  to  be  prepared ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  re¬ 
gretted  that  in  consequence  of  the  exorbitant  price  asked  for  the 
springs  from  which  it  was  contemplated  to  bring  water  to  the  localities 
needing  it,  that  it  has  been  abandoned.  This  water  question  is  most 
important,  for  several  sewerage  schemes  cannot  be  carried  out  until 
it  is  decided :  so  I  trust  a  suitable  plan  will  be  propounded  at  an 
early  date.  Such  a  scheme  would,  I  believe,  be  quite  as  successful 
as  that  carried  out  in  the  Evesham  Rural  District. 

Rock  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Whitaker  having  called  attention  to  the  water  supplies 
of  Clows  Top  and  Mamble  in  his  Annual  Reports,  I  recently  visited 
these  hamlets  and  ultimately  advised  you  not  to  take  any  further  action 
in  the  matter ;  inasmuch  as  it  seemed  to  me  that  if  any  action  be 
needed,  it  should  devolve  upon  the  owners  of  the  few  houses  where  the 
supplies  are  occasionally  scanty. 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural  District. 

The  Shipston-on-Stour  water  works  have  just  been  successfully 
carried  out  j  76  houses  were  connected  with  the  mains  during  the 

year  and  20  wells  were  closed. 

Dr.  Findlay  having  in  more  than  one  Annual  Report  alluded 
to  the  unsatisfactory  water  supply  of  Tredington,  by  your  direction 
I  recently  visited  the  locality  and  my  report  shows  that  of  23 
samples  of  water  analysed,  only  3  were  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  5 
were  suspicious,  and  15  were  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

Notices  have  been  served  upon  owners  of  property  by  the 
District  Council  to  remedy  defects,  but  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  the  hamlets  in  this  parish  should  be  supplied  from  the  Ship- 
ston  mains,  which  are  not  more  than  i\  miles  distant,  has  not  yet 
(so  far  as  I  know),  been  considered  by  the  District  Council. 

Tenkury  Rural  District. 

The  town  of  Tenbury  was  supplied  a  few  years  ago  by  water 
works,  but  owing  to  the  laying  of  the  new  Birmingham  water 
scheme,  the  source  of  supply  was  diverted  and  the  town  deprived  of 
its  water. 

It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  learn  that  “  the  supply  from 
“  the  Clee  Hill  is  expected  to  be  available  again  early  (in  1904.”) 
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U  pt  on- on- Severn. 

It  having  been  found  that  the  quality  of  the  water  in  many 
wells  at  Upton-on-Severn  was  bad,  the  District  Council  have  engaged 
an  Engineer  who  is  considering  whether  or  not  wholesome  water 
cannot  be  obtained  by  boring. 

DRAINAGE. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

Dr.  Miles  says  :  — 

“  The  most  serious  question  affecting  the  health  of  the  Borough 
“  (is)  the  state  of  the  sewers  (which)  are  practically  all  made 
“  of  brick,  though  in  a  few  places  where  they  have  fallen  in, 
“  pipes  have  been  substituted,  consequently  the  soakage  of 
“  sewage  into  the  ground  must  be  very  great." 

He  also  says  that  as  the  “  Corporation’s  borrowing  powers 
“  are  exhausted,  he  hopes  that  a  sewerage  scheme  jointly  with 
“  Wribbenhall  may  be  carried  out.” 

Broms grove  Urban. 

Improvement  of  Rock  Hill  drainage  is  under  consideration. 

North  Broms  grove  Urban. 

The  unsatisfactory  slop  drainage  of  Rubery  is  again  mentioned 
and  is  under  the  consideration  of  a  Special  Committee  with  whom  I 
have  conferred. 

King's  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District. 

Bartley  Green  drainage  is  much  as  it  was  last  year. 

Oldbury  Urban  District. 

The  scheme  for  sewering  Warley  approaches  completion. 

Stour  port  Urban  District. 

The  state  of  the  sewers  is  practically  the  same  as  when  I 
reported  in  1893  ;  but  the  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned 
a  Loan  for  the  purchase  of  land,  and  plans  for  a  scheme  are  now 
before  the  Board. 


Br 07ns grove  Rural  District. 

Schemes  for  Alvechurch,  Clent,  Holy  Cross,  Blakedown, 
and  Hagley,  are  either  completed  or  are  now  being  carried  out. 

Droitwich  Rural  District. 

The  scheme  for  Ombersley  appears  to  be  blocked,  as  diffi¬ 
culties  have  occurred  in  obtaining  a  site  for  the  outfall  works. 
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Evesham  Rural  District. 

Schemes  for  Badsey  and  Broadway  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  former  has  been  sanctioned  ; 
but  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  carried  out  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  paragraph  on  “  Sewage  Disposal  ”  (p.  45). 

Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

It  is  again  reported  that  Schemes  are  much  needed  in  Whitville, 
Sutton  Common  and  Foley  Park,  and  that  it  is  believed  that  terms 
will  be  arranged  with  the  Kidderminster  Corporation  to  receive  and 
deal  with  the  sewage.  A  scheme  for  Wribbenhall  (the  need  for 
which  is  shown  in  my  Report  dated  27th  July  1895,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  Medical  Officer’s  Report  of  17th 
April  1897)  has  not  yet  I  believe  been  prepared. 

Pershore  Rural  District. 

I  reported  on  the  defective  sewage  of  Pershore  io-J  years  ago, 
and  the  position  to-day  is  much  the  same  as  it  was  then.  A  scheme 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  has  not  been  carried  out, 
owing;  to  the  water  supply  question  not  being  settled. 

A  drainage  scheme  for  Cropthorne  has  been  hung  up  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  :  for,  although  much  needed,  it  is  thought 
that  waterworks  are  more  so.  Indeed,  I  gave  evidence  to  that  effect 
at  the  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry. 

Shipston-on-Stour  Rural  District. 

The  question  of  the  sewerage  of  Shipston-on-Stour  is  still 
before  the  Local  Government  Board,  as  the  estimated  cost  of  a 
complete  scheme  is  beyond  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  District 
Council. 

The  District  Medical  Officer,  I  venture  to  think,  rightly 
advises  that  “  now  that  a  good  water-supply  has  been  provided  it  will 
u  be  better  to  wait  for  a  few  years  than  to  put  down  an  imperfect 
a  system.” 
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Tewkesbury  Rural  District. 

Overbury  has  been  sewered  under  Loan  of  Local  Government 
Board  during  the  year. 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District. 

A  sewerage  scheme  for  Pole  Elm  and  Callow  End  was 
finished  during  the  year. 
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The  Cheltenham  Corporation  having  taken  action  to  protect 
their  water-supply,  which  is  derived  from  the  Severn,  a  scheme  for 
Upton-on-Severn  has  been  prepared. 

Plans  for  Kempsey  has  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  and  others  for  Hanley  Swan  are  under  consideration. 

Tardley  Rural  District. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  Yardley  sewerage  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1899  (p.  147)  I  dealt  with  the 
question  of  Drain  Testing,  and  urged  that  all  Sanitary  Inspectors 
should  be  provided  with  u  smoke  machines,”  u  drain  rods  ”  and 
cc  drain  plugs  ”  ;  and  from  year  to  year  I  have  mentioned  that  there 
was  a  growing  tendency  on  the  part  of  Local  Authorities  to  provide 
them. 


In  several  of  the  Annual  Reports  it  is  shown  that  good  work 
has  been  done  in  this  branch  of  Sanitary  work,  but  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Stourport  mentions  that  ct  a  satisfactory 
“  apparatus  for  testing  drains  by  smoke  and  the  necessary  number  of 
“  plugs  for  testing  by  water  are  urgently  needed.” 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

The  Sewage  Farm  is  reported  to  have  been  much  improved. 

Droitwich  Borough. 

With  reference  to  the  defective  sewage  disposal  and  con¬ 
sequent  pollution  of  the  Salwarpe,  as  to  which  the  County  Council 
authorized  a  u  representation  ”  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  scheme  has  been  approved 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  Tenders  for  alteration  of 
the  existing,  and  the  construction  of  new,  outfall  works  have  been 
accepted.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  ^1,700. 

Evesham  Borough. 

Since  the  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry,  held  in  December 
1899,  as  to  an  application  of  the  Evesham  Corporation  for  sanction 
to  borrow  ^'2,700  for  sewerage  purposes,  the  effluent  from  the 
sewage  works,  of  which  I  was  instructed  to  complain  at  the  Inquiry, 
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is  decidedly  better  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  and  the  Corporation 
are  prepared  if  necessary,  to  further  improve  it. 

Kidderminster  Borough. 

Part  of  the  Kidderminster  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  is 
adjacent  to  the  town  of  Stourport,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Stourport  reports  “  the  very  serious  nuisance  caused  by  the  stench 
“  from  this  farm,  where  raw  sewage  is  deposited  on  land  close  to  this 
“  District,  has  not  been  so  pronounced  this  year  as  heretofore,  but 
“  the  nuisance  continues  unabated.” 

Evesham  Rural  District. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned  a  loan  of 
^2,480  for  sewering  the  village  of  Badsey,  but  when  the  Board 
did  so  it  was  on  condition  that  the  effluent,  after  bacterial 
treatment,  should  be  passed  over  the  adjacent  land,  which  is 
marly  clay  ;  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Sewage  Commissioners 
(amongst  whom  were  two  of  the  Board’s  chief  officers)  had  reported 
that  “stiff  clay  lands  are  generally  unsuitable  for  the  purification 
“  of  sewage,  that  their  use  for  this  purpose  is  always  attended  with 
“  difficulty,  and  that  where  the  depth  of  top  soil  is  very  small,  say  6 
“  inches  or  less,  the  area  of  such  lands  which  would  be  required  for 
“efficient  purification  would  in  certain  cases  be  so  great  as  to  render 
“  land  treatment  impracticable.” 

The  Commissioners  have  also  reported  that  they  were 
“  satisfied  that  it  is  practicable  to  produce,  by  artificial  processes  alone, 

“ . effluents  which  will  not  putrefy,  which  would  be  classed 

“as  good  according  to  ordinary  chemical  standards,  and  which  might 
“  be  discharged  into  a  stream  without  fear  of  creating  a  nuisance, 

“ . and  that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  Local  Government 

“Board  would  be  justified  in  modifying,  under  proper  safeguards,  the 
“  present  rule  as  regards  the  application  of  sewage  to  land.” 

Acting  on  your  advice,  you  will  remember  the  County 
Council  decided  to  write  the  Local  Government  Board  that,  having 
regard  to  the  inconsistency  of  these  two  statements,  it  is  desirable 
that  a  further  inquiry  be  made  before  the  Parish  of  Badsey  is  called 
upon  to  spend  the  large  sum  of  money  necessary  to  carry  out  works 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  two  of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  chief 
officers,  “are  generally  unsuitable”  and  always  “  attended  with 
difficulty.” 

Feckenham  Rural  District . 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  the  Feckenham 
Sewage  works  owing  to  the  wet  weather,  but  these  are  now  in  better 
condition. 
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Tewkesbury  Rural  District. 

The  Bredon  Sewage  Farm  has  been  improved  since  it  was 
taken  over  by  the  District  Council’s  staff.  As  further  improvement 
is  desirable,  and  could  easily  be  made,  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  Surveyor  on  the  subject. 


As  I  have  just  said,  the  Sewage  Commissioners  have  reported 
(and  it  is  now  generally  admitted)  that  the  disposal  of  ordinary 
domestic  sewage  can  be  effectively  carried  out  by  u  bacterial  treat¬ 
ment;”  which  system  is  of  immense  advantage,  particularly  where 
suitable  land  cannot  be  obtained,  and  is  adaptable  not  only  to  populous 
places,  but  also  to  isolated,  or  small  groups  of,  dwellings.  Since  you 
carried  out  your  successful  sewage  experiments,  several  bacterial 
installations  have  been  put  down  in  the  County,  and  satisfactory 
effluents  are  being  obtained.  Some  persons  are  however  apt  to  chink 
that  bacterial  tanks,  once  put  down,  require  no  attention.  This  is 
a  mistake — although  the  amount  of  attention  requisite  is  by  no  means 
great,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with. 

I  recently  examined  a  “  bacteria  bed  ”  which  had  been  put 
out  of  action  owing  to  quantities  of  road  water  having  been  admitted 
into  the  sewers.  I  would  therefore  point  out  that  if  bacterial  filters 
are  to  be  successful,  surface  water  ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  the 
sewers,  and  the  material  which  comprises  them  must  be  properly 
graded  and  thoroughly  washed  before  being  laid  down.  For  if  this 
be  not  done,  the  system  will  prove  a  failure  and  unjustly  come  into 
disrepute.  Again,  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  these  filters 
will  not  act  efficiently  without  rest,  for  which  reason  they  should 
always  be  put  down  in  duplicate.  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that 
the  “  contact  ”  system  of  bacterial  treatment  is  not  satisfactory  and 
that  a  streaming  filters  ”  give  the  best  results  where  domestic  sewage 
is  concerned.  Provided  the  material  of  which  the  filters  are  made 
is  hard,  clean,  porous  and  of  suitable  sizes,  it  matters  little  what  it  is. 
It  is  however  most  important  for  the  sewage  to  be  intermittently 
and  uniformly  distributed  or  sprayed  upon  the  filters  in  not  excessive 
quantities,  for,  in  my  opinion,  more  depends  upon  this  than  upon  the 
material  which  composes  the  filters. 

In  short,  for  the  bacterial  system  of  sewage  disposal  to  give 
efficient  results,  the  filters  require  to  be  carefully  laid  down  by  persons 
who  thoroughly  understand  not  only  the  theoretical,  but  the  practical 
•aspects  of  the  question.  This  was  forcibly  impressed  upon  me  in  one 
instance  in  the  County  during  the  past  year,  where  I  noticed  that  a 
Surveyor  had  so  arranged  the  outlet  of  a  filter  that  “water-logging  ’ 
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ensued,  with  the  result  that  bacterial  action  was  stopped.  In  this 
case  by  lowering  the  outlet  no  such  an  occurrence  would  have 
happened. 


RIVER  POLLUTION. 

River  Severn. 

The  pollutions  of  the  Severn  are  practically  the  same  as  they 
were  when  I  presented  my  Special  Report  in  1896.  Schemes  for 
dealing  with  them  are  in  several  instances  however,  either  under  con¬ 
sideration  or  being  carried  out.  The  following  is  the  present 
position  : — 

Bewdley  Borough  and  Wribbenhall  ( Kidderminster  Rural  District). 

Dr.  Miles  says  “  the  outfall  into  the  Severn  is  such  that  when 
“  the  river  is  low,  the  sewage  accumulates  under  the  quay  wall 
“causing  an  intolerable  nuisance.  This  state  of  affairs  is  un¬ 
fortunately  getting  worse  every  year,  (owing)  to  (1)  the  increase  in 
“  the  number  of  W.C’s.  (2)  the  increased  water-supply,  while 
“  insufficient  to  flush  such  large  sewers,  is  enough  to  keep  the  sewage 
“continually  in  a  liquid,  and  consequently  more  offensive  condition.” 
Wribbenhall,  which  is  only  separated  from  Bewdley  by  the  Severn, 
also  discharges  crude  sewage  into  the  river,  and  Dr.  Miles  hopes  that 
a  joint  sewage  scheme  may  be  carried  out  for  the  two  places. 

Stour  port  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Robinson  says  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  Severn  and 
Stour  “  continues  unabated  ”  (see  p.  42). 

Worcester  County  Borough. 

The  greatest  pollution  of  the  Severn  is  derived  from  the  City 
of  Worcester,  as  the  whole  of  its  crude  sewage  is  poured  into  it. 
Under  extreme  pressure  from  the  Local  Government  Board  the  City 
Council  are  now  carrying  out  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Upton-on-Severn. 

The  Upton-on-Severn  sewage  is  discharged  un purified  into 
the  Severn  (see  p.  44). 


River  Avon. 

Most  of  these  pollutions  are  of  minor  importance,  and  much 
as  described  in  my  Special  Report  of  1 1  August  1900,  except  that 
the  chief  one  has  decreased  since  the  Evesham  Sewage  Works  were 
improved, 
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With  the  removal  of  Pershore  Sewage  from  the  river  (as 
to  which  you  are  now  taking  action,)  further  material  improve¬ 
ment  will  be  made.  No  action  is  being  taken  with  regard  to  the 
small  quantity  of  sewage  from  Fladbury  which  is  discharged  into  the 
river. 


River  Rea. 

The  principal  (and  long  standing)  pollution  of  the  River  R.ea 
will  soon  be  abated,  as  the  owners  of  the  Lifford  Paper  Works  have 
at  last  arranged  with  the  King’s  Norton  Council  to  discharge  the 
effluent  from  their  works  into  the  Council’s  sewers.  Dr.  Green 
reports  that  the  Rednal  Sewage  outfall  has  “  been  altered  so  as  not 
“to  allow  crude  sewage  to  enter  the  stream,  (and  that)  it  is 
“intended  to  investigate  the  upper  reaches  shortly,” 

Row  ay  Brook. 

Immediately  after  the  Roway  Brook  receives  the  effluent 
from  the  Oldbury  Sewage  Works  it  becomes  a  Staffordshire  stream  ; 
and  as  the  effluent  is  admittedly  bad,  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  are  taking  action  against  the  Oldbury  Council.  On 
18  February  1903,  as  instructed,  I  attended  a  Local  Government 
Board  Inquiry  at  Oldbury,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Inspector 
to  the  unsatisfactory  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm,  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  pump  a  large  volume  of  Warley  Sewage.  This  defect 
was  admitted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Oldbury  Council  and  subsequently 
that  Council  gave  an  undertaking  to  submit  a  scheme,  for  improving 
the  farm,  to  the  Board  within  12  months. 

As  yet  however,  I  have  not  heard  that  this  has  been  done. 
The  difficulty  in  satisfactorily  disposing  of  the  Oldbury  Sewage  is 
no  doubt  unusually  great,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  manu¬ 
facturing  refuse  passed  into  the  sewers. 

River  Stour. 

The  chief  Worcestershire  pollutions  of  the  River  Stour  are 
due,  as  you  are  well  aware,  to  “Acid  Waste  ”  discharged  from  several 
galvanizing  works  ;  these  are  referred  to  at  some  length  in  my 
Report  for  1902  and  previous  years. 

The  County  Council  having  authorized  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  exactly  which  manufacturers  on  the  Upper 
Stour  Valley  Main  Drainage  Area  were  infringing  the  provisions  of 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  A£Is ;  the  services  of  a  River 
Inspector  have  been  temporarily  retained.  His  reports  prove  that 
strong  evidence  of  direct  pollution  by  several  manufacturers  is  forth¬ 
coming.  Before,  however,  legal  proceedings  can  even  be  commenced 
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the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  to  be  obtained. 
But  as  the  Third  Report  of  the  Sewage  Commissioners  contains  a 
recommendation  that  “  the  manufacturer  should  be  given  the  right, 
“subject  to  the  observance  of  certain  safeguards,  to  discharge  trade 
“effluents  into  the  sewers  of  the  Local  Authority  if  he  wishes  to  do 
so,”  and  the  Stour  Main  Drainage  Board  are  strenuously  opposed  to 
such  a  thing,  there  seems  little  chance  of  the  Board  consenting  to 
the  “proceedings.”  The  following  is  an  extract  from  your  Report 
adopted  by  the  County  Council  on  13  June  1904,  which  shows  the 
present  position  of  the  matter  : — 

“  24.  Your  Committee  have  learnt  that  the  manufacturers’  out- 
“  falls  at  which  acid  waste  used  to  be  systematically  discharged 
“  into  the  River  Stour,  have  ceased  to  so  freely  discharge  into 
“  the  river  as  formerly,  as  several  of  the  manufacturers  appear 
“  to  realize  the  risk  they  have  been  running  in  breaking  the  law. 
“  Your  Committee,  realizing  that  in  consequence  of  the  Third 
“  Report  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Commissioners,  and  of  the 
“  fact  that  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in¬ 
tends  to  present  to  Parliament  a  Public  Health  Bill  bearing 
“  on  the  subject,  which  they  are  informed  contains  clauses 
“  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  manufacturing  waste,  have  de- 
“  cided  to  leave  the  question  for  the  present  in  the  hands  of 
“  their  Chairman.” 

Alve church  Brook. 

The  pollution  of  Alvechurch  Brook  is  reported  to  have  been 
remedied,  by  the  completion  of  the  sewage  works  for  that  village. 

Belbroughton  Brook. 

Dr.  Coaker  writes  :  — 

“  The  slop  drainage  in  Belbroughton  is  not  satisfactory.  Here 
“  the  house  drains  empty  themselves  directly  into  the  road 
4‘  drains,  which  in  turn  discharge  directly  into  the  brook  run- 
“  ning  through  the  village.  This  must  cause  a  certain  amount 
“  of  pollution  of  the  brook  and  would  become  a  similar 
“  nuisance  to  the  one  which  existed  at  Alvechurch,  were  it  not 
“  for  the  fact  that  a  good  head  of  water  is  maintained  in  the 
Belbroughton  Brook.” 

River  Salivarpc. 

The  pollution  of  the  River  Salwarpe  by  the  Droitwich  Sewage 
Works  is  already  referred  to  under  the  heading  of  “Sewage  Disposal,” 
and  Dr.  Roden  adds  that  “there  are  99  houses  in  the  Borough  which 
“  drain  into  open  watercourses.” 

Third  Report  of  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

Th  is  Report  states  (p.  xxvi.,  par.  60)  that  the  Commission  are 
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struck  by  the  fact  that  in  many  parts  of  England,  pollution  of  rivers 
goes  on  unchecked,  notwithstanding  that  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Acts  have  been  on  the  statute  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ;  and  that  as  protection  of  rivers  is  a  matter  of  such  grave 
concern,  a  supreme  Rivers  Authority  should  be  constituted,  to  decide 
amongst  other  things  as  to  differences  between  Local  Authorities  and 
Manufacturers.  The  Commission  further  advise  (p.  xxvii.)  that 
Ri  vers  Boards  should  be  formed  throughout  the  country,  on  the  lines 
of  those  already  constituted  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  having 
jurisdiction  over  watersheds.  It  would  appear  that  the  duties  of  the 
Joint  Rivers  Board  proposed  to  be  constituted,  would  be  very  similar 
to  those  which  now  devolve  upon  County  Councils,  and  that  conse¬ 
quently  County  Councils  would  be  superseded  so  far  as  dealing  with 
the  pollution  of  rivers  is  concerned,  by  creating  new  Authorities. 

Under  these  circumstances,  a  meeting  of  representatives  of 
the  County  Councils  of  Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire,  and 
Worcestershire,  of  the  City  Council  of  Birmingham,  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board,  and  of  the  County 
Boroughs  of  Burton-on-Trent,  Hanley,  Walsall,  West  Bromwich, 
and  Wolverhampton  was  held  at  the  Council  House,  Birmingham, 
on  Thursday,  the  7th  day  of  January,  1904,  at  which,  as  instructed, 
I  was  present. 

At  this  Conference  the  following  Resolutions  were  passed  : — 

1.  That  the  recommendations  of  the  Commissioners  respecting 
the  constitution  and  functions  of  a  Central  Authority  in 
their  third  Report,  be  approved. 

2.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  it  is  not  expedient 
that  Joint  Rivers  Boards  should  be  compulsorily  constituted 
on  the  lines  of  the  third  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

3.  That  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  be 
asked  to  receive  a  Deputation,  to  lay  before  him  the  views 
of  this  Conference — especially  as  regards  the  Trent 
Watershed — and  that  each  of  the  Authorities  represented 
at  the  Conference  be  asked  to  nominate  one  member  and 
such  officials  as  each  Authority  may  select  for  the  purpose 
of  such  Deputation. 

With  regard  to  Resolution  No.  3,  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  subsequently  informed  the  Chairman  of  the 
Conference  (Lord  Harrowby),  that  as  he  was  about  to  introduce  a 
Public  Health  Bill  into  Parliament,  he  preferred  not  to  receive  a 
deputation  on  the  subject  of  rivers  pollution  until  he  had  done  so  ; 
and  at  a  subsequent  Meeting  of  the  Conference  it  was  decided  to 
take  no  further  steps  in  the  matter  until  a  print  of  this  Bill  is 
published. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

This  is  a  subject  which  the  Medical  Officers  generally  deal 
with  in  their  reports  ;  the  following  are  some  of  the  statements  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  attention. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

“  The  houses  of  the  Working  Classes  are  in  many  cases 
“old,  but  on  the  whole  the  house  accommodation  steadily  improves.” 

Bromsgrove  North  Urban  District. 

“  Old  dilapidated  cottages  are  still  numerous  in  the  Nailer 
“  villages.” 

Droitwich  Borough. 

“With  regard  to  the  housing  of  the  labouring  classes  there  is 
a  great  need  of  improvement.  I  pointed  out  in  a  previous  Report 
a  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  houses  in  the  Star  Yard  and  Fox 
u  Alley,  and  to  these  I  would  add  several  houses  in  the  Back  Lane, 
u  St.  Peter’s.  Into  these  houses  very  little  sunshine  can  ever  enter, 
u  there  is  little  or  no  ventilation,  the  fireplaces  are  so  constructed 
“  that  the  greater  part  of  the  heat  goes  up  the  chimney,  and  they 
“  have  not  sufficient  cubic  space  for  the  number  of  inhabitants. 
“  During  the  past  year  Mr.  Hulse  made  a  house-to-house  inspection, 
u  showing — 

“  That  there  were  967  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough. 

“  Of  these  893  were  supplied  with  the  Corporation  water, 
“716  had  water  closet  accommodation, 

“152  had  pail  closets,  and 
“119  had  cess-pit  closets.” 

Kidderminster  Borough — Oldbury  Urban  District. 

Sweeping  of  courts  and  alleys  is  said  to  be  carried  out  with 
most  beneficial  results. 

Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

A  scheme  for  building  houses,  which  was  promoted  by  the 
District  Council,  has  apparently  fallen  through  ;  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  u  74  houses  for  artisans  were  built  during  the  year, 
“  which  is  double  the  number  erected  in  either  of  the  part  6  years.” 

Stourport  Urban  District. 

It  is  reported  that  there  is  “unfortunately  still  a  great  deal  of 
“  house  property  in  Stourport  of  the  back-to-back  type,  into  which 
“  houses  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  proper  supply  of  sunshine  and  fresh 
“  air,”  and  that  “since  his  appointment  on  October  1st  to  the  end  of 
“the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  he  visited  177  houses, 
“  and  of  these  only  2  were  apparently  in  a  satisfactory  condition .” 
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Halesowen  Rural  District. 

The  house  accommodation  “  is  ample  at  the  present  time, 
<c  and  building  appears  to  be  carried  on  to  the  point  of  more  than 
u  meeting  the  demand.” 

Under  Sec.  45  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
1890,  Rural  District  Councils  are  required  to  give  notice  to  the 
County  Council  of  complaints  made  by  their  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  or  of  any  inhabitant  householder  respecting  any  dwelling- 
house  unfit  for  habitation,  and  also  where  a  closing  Order  with 
respect  to  such  houses  has  been  made;  but  no  such  notices  have  been 
received,  although  I  gather  from  the  Rural  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Reports  that  90  houses  were  closed  in  1903  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  were  closed  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1875,  and  if  so  District  Councils  are  not  required 
to  report  them  to  the  County  Council. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  1903  (3  Edw.  7 
ch.  39)  simplifies  procedure  with  respect  to  dilapidated  houses,  as 
Local  Authorities  (Act  Sec.  8  (1))  can  dispense  with  the  preliminary 
notices  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  adopt  a  more  speedy  way  of  getting 
possession  of  a  house  (Sec.  10)  in  respect  to  which  a  Closing  Order 
has  been  made. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  reports  conclusively  show  that  midden  closets,  which  are 
so  often  injurious  to  health,  are  decreasing.  This  improvement  will 
unquestionaly  abolish  soil  pollution,  which  a  report  I  presented  some 
time  back  shows  was  the  cause  of  a  serious  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever 
in  Oldbury. 

Where  sewers  and  waterworks  are  in  existence,  w.c.’s  are 
generally  being  substituted,  but  it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find 
w.c.’s  without  flushing  apparatus ;  which  is  most  objectionable,  for 
although  w.c.’s  properly  flushed  are  sanitary,  w.c.’s  with  improper 
flushes  are  certainly  not  so. 

N.  Broms grove  Urban  District. 

,  “  The  privy  cesspit  .  .  .  continues  to  create  nuisance  in 

11  most  parts  of  the  District.” 

Kings  Norton  and  North-field  Urban  District. 

“  The  work  of  replacing  midden  privies,  those  relics  of  the  dark 
“  ages,  by  water  closets  has  gone  on  briskly  during  the  year. 

“The  objectionable  practice  of  putting  in  water  closets  without 
“  proper  flushing  apparatus,  as  is  often  done  in  this  District, 

“  where  replacing  privies,  should  not  be  allowed. 

“  There  are  not  many  foul  privies  left  now  in  the  urban  districts ; 

“  The  almost  complete  extirpation  of  the  privy  midden  from  our 
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“  urban  parts  has  purified  our  atmosphere  and  deprived  the 
“  microbe-laden  fly  of  one  of  his  chief  resorts  and  sources  of 
“  contamination,  which  it  no  doubt  carries  to  exposed  food, 
“  such  as  milk  and  meat.” 

Stour  port  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Robinson  says  “  this  disgusting  method  of  excrement 
cc  disposal  cannot  but  be  a  nuisance  especially  in  hot  weather,  and 
“  complaints  are  frequently  received  from  householders  along  the  line 
a  of  route  to  the  Farm  where  the  soil  is  deposited.  I  am  convinced 
“  that  it  is  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  sickness.” 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

The  sanitary  “defects  are  mainly  caused  by  use  of  the  old 
u  privy  midden.” 

Halesowen  Rural  District. 

“There  is  no  doubt  that  the  old-fashioned  privy  midden  which 
“  still  exists  is  to  a  very  great  extent  a  standing  menace  to  the  health 
“  of  people  in  populous  localities.” 

Per  shore  Rural  District. 

There  are  many  defective  closets  in  the  town  of  Pershore, 
and  no  less  than  112  instances  where  privies  are  cleansed  through 
houses.  But  these  defects  cannot  be  remedied  until  the  sewerage 
and  water  schemes  have  been  carried  out. 

SCAVENGING. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

The  Scavenging,  now  done  by  the  Corporation  men,  is  more 
satisfactory  than  it  used  to  be  when  done  by  Contractors. 

Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  becoming  year  by  year  a  more 
“  difficult  problem.”  A  portable  refuse  destructor  is  advocated. 

King's  Norton  and  Northpeld  Urban  District. 

The  more  efficient  way  in  which  the  District  is  scavenged  is 
shown  by  the  much  smaller  number  of  complaints  on  this  matter 
received  from  householders. 

The  new  Heenan  and  Froude  Refuse  Destructor,  at  Lifford, 
has  not  yet  “  materialised,”  owing  to  various  difficulties,  as  regards 
form  of  boilers,  revolving  hearth,  and  other  mechanical  details. 

This  is  unfortunate,  as  during  the  year  there  have  been  com¬ 
plaints  of  nuisance  caused  by  “tips.” 

Things  are,  however,  now  being  pushed  on,  and  it  is 
expected  that  very  shortly  the  work  will  be  begun. 
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Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  advises  that  Byelaws  should  be 
adopted  under  Section  26  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
A6I  1890,  in  order  to  compel  the  provision  of  portable  receptacles 
for  house  refuse  where  necessary.  This  recommendation  has  been 
considered  by  a  Special  Committee,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Council  have  adopted  it. 

Bromgrove  Rural  District. 

“  During  the  year  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  in  Aston  Fields 
“District  has  been  remodelled  and  the  scheme  adopted  is  now 
“  working  well.” 


Feckenham  Rural  District. 

Scavenging  of  Feckenham  Parish  is  now  carried  out  by  the 
Council’s  workmen,  and  conseqently  is  better  done. 

Pershore  Rural  District. 

Scavenging  for  the  town  of  Pershore  is  advocated. 

Ship ston-on-S tour  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Findlay  states  “that  he  thinks  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
“  if  the  Council  would  undertake  scavenging  of  the  towns  ofShipston 
“  and  Blockley.” 

Fenbury  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Whitaker  says  “scavenging  remains  as  it  was.  About 
“  240  houses  (in  Tenbury)  are  scavenged  by  the  Contractor,  the 
“  contents  of  privies  and  ashpits  being  got  out  by  the  tenants.  This 
“  system  is  far  from  satisfactory.  The  duty  is  not  one  for  tenants  ; 
“  there  is  too  much  opportunity  for  misunderstandings  and  the 
“  premises  are  not  scavenged  often  enough. 

“  Other  parts  of  the  District  scarcely  call  for  any  public 
“drainage  or  scavenage.” 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Bewdley  Borough. 

“There  are  4  in  the  Borough,  all  situated  in  the  most 
“  populous  parts  of  the  town.  Two  of  them  are  in  a  very  unsatis- 
“  factory  condition  .  .  .  and  in  none  of  them  is  there  any  satisfactory 
“accommodation  for  animals  before  slaughtering.  It  would  (Dr. 
“  Miles  says)  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Borough  if  a  public 
“  Slaughter-house  could  be  erected  in  some  place  further  removed 
“  from  human  habitation.” 
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Slaughter-houses. 

Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Kidd  still  hopes  a  to  see  the  day  when  this,  with  other 
“  English  towns  of  its  size,  is  provided  with  a  public  abattoir.  Less 
“  nuisance  is  caused  bv  Slaughter-houses  in  the  town  than  used  to  be 
a  the  case,  but  their  very  existence  in  our  midst  is  to  be  regretted.” 

King's  Norton  Urban  District. 

“  The  Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  for  the 
“  first  time,  and  have  been  found  to  be  clean  and  properly  conducted. 
“  Some  of  the  older  ones  are  very  dilapidated,  close  to  houses,  and 
cc  not  fit  for  the  purpose.” 


« 

a 


Lye  Urban  District. 

“There  are  still  Slaughter-houses  not  in  conformity  with  the 
Byelaws.  In  some  cases  licenses  have  been  withheld  on  this 
point.” 


In  my  Report  on  “Typhoid  Fever  at  Lye  and  Wollescote,” 
dated  22nd  July  1899,  I  recommended  that  the  Urban  Council 
should  “  rigidly  enforce  the  Byelaws  ”  as  they  were  then  “  for  all 
“  practical  purposes  a  dead  letter.” 

Oldbury  Urban  District. 

“  The  Slaughter-houses  in  the  District  have  been  under  strict 
“  supervision  during  the  year  ;  several  carcases  which  were  of  a 
“  doubtful  character  have  been  .  .  destroyed.”  The  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee  and  their  officers  “  have  made  a  special  inspection  of  the  whole 
“of  (them),”  and  it  appears  that  “the  new  Knacker’s  Yard  and 
“  Slaughter-houses  recently  erected  off  Birchfield  Lane  .  .  .  have 
“  been  built  on  the  latest  scientific  principles  .  .  .  .” 

Redditch  Urban  District. 

“Two  have  given  serious  cause  for  complaints  and  it  was 
“  only  after  .  .  .  threatening  to  cancel  the  licenses  that  cleanliness 
“  and  better  management  were  obtained.” 

St  our  port  Urban  District. 

“  The  butchers  .  .  .  have  been  asked  whether  they  would 
“use  a  Public  Abattoir  if  erected  and  .  .  .  the  majority  answered  in 
“  the  negative.” 


Tardley  Rural  District. 

“  There  is  a  tendency  for  some  of  the  Slaughter-houses  to 
“  fall  into  disuse  .  .  .  the  butchers  finding  it  more  convenient  to 
“  get  their  meat  from  Birmingham  Abattoir.” 
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Slaughter-houses.  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Several  Medical  Officers  of  Health  would  be  glad  to  see  a 
“  Public  Abattoir  ”  erected  in  their  Districts  ;  but,  as  mentioned  in 
my  Report  for  1903,  u  as  the  law  now  stands,  however,  a  District 
“  Council  has  power  to  erect  such  a  place,  but  it  has  no  power  to 
“  co?npel  butchers  having  old  (‘registered  ’)  private  Slaughter-houses 
“to  abolish  them  and  use  it.”  I  trust  however  that  in  the  Public 
Health  Bill  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  intends  to 
present,  such  compulsory  power  may  be  given  ;  for,  like  Dr.  Kidd, 
I  should  like  “to  see  the  day  when  towns  are  provided  with  Public 
“  Abattoirs.” 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

King's  Norton  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Green  says  “  cows’  udders  should  be  always  cleansed 
“  before  milking,  as  also  should  be  the  hands  of  milkers,  who  should 
“  wear  clean  washable  smocks.  It  has  been  found  by  experiment 
“  that  90  times  as  much  dirt  gets  into  milk  from  a  cow  with  dirty 
“  udders  as  from  a  cleansed  one.  Even  from  so-called  model  dairies, 
“and  after  straining,  a  large  quantity  of  filth,  which  is  practically  all 
“  ‘  dung,’  is  found  in  milk.  Popular  opinion  is  decidedly  growing 
“  on  this  subject,  and  present  conditions  will  not  be  endured  for  many 
“  years  longer  by  the  public.  .  .  .  (He  has)  been  informed  on 

“competent  authority  that  Tuberculosis  is  rife  in  this  district,  both 
“  in  pigs  and  cattle,  more  especially  in  milch  cows.  The  Committee 
“  during  the  year  gave  permission  to  call  in  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  in 
“  any  cases  of  doubtful  animal  diseases.  .  .  .  (He  thinks)  it 

“would  be  a  very  wise  measure  to  appoint  an  official  Veterinary, 
“  whose  advice  could  also  be  taken  in  all  matters  connected  with 
“  milk  and  dairy  farms.  It  may  be  desirable  in  the  future  that 
“samples  of  the  milk  in  the  district  be  examined  for  Tubercle 
“  Bacilli,  in  order  that  one  may  form  some  idea  of  the  proportion  of 
“  herds  affected  with  Tubercle  of  the  Udder.” 

Oldbury  Urban  District. 

“  The  cowkeepers  are  realising  more  than  heretofore  the 
“  necessity  of  using  means  to  ensure  the  health  and  good  condition 
“of  the  cattle  .  .  .  therefore  much  more  care  is  shown  in  the 

“  keeping  of  the  byres  and  sheds.” 

Stour  port  Urban  District. 

“In  1900  byelaws  .  .  .  were  adopted,  but  so  far  have 

“  not  been  enforced.” 


Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

“  During  the  coming  year  (Sanitary  Inspector  Cox  proposes) 
“  to  get  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  registered.” 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  Meat. 
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Halesowen  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Whitworth  (Sanitary  Inspector  for  Cradley  Division) 
says  “  they  have  not  been  put  on  the  Register,  as  the  Council  are 
“  asking  for  better  ventilation  to  be  provided.” 


I  have  already  referred,  under  the  heading  of  “  T uberculosis  ” 
(p.  34),  to  the  Interim  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Human 
and  Animal  Tuberculosis,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  “it  would  be 
“  most  unwise  .  .  to  modify  legislative  measures  in  accordance 

“  with  the  view  that  human  and  bovine  tubercle  bacilli  are  different 
u  from  each  other,”  consequently  there  should  now  be  no  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  Local  Authorities  in  strictly  enforcing  the  u  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  Orders,”  and  the  Regulations  they  have  framed 
thereunder. 

Dr.  Green’s  (King’s  Norton)  advice  as  to  the  cleansing  of 
udders,  testing  for  a  tubercle,”  and  appointment  of  Official  Veterin¬ 
ary  Surgeons  to  give  advice  with  regard  to  milk  and  dairy  farms,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  worthy  of  serious  consideration. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Whitworth’s  (Halesowen)  remarks  as 
to  not  “  registering  ”  dairies  and  cowsheds  until  u  better  ventilation 
“  is  provided,”  I  would  say,  that  a  Sanitary  Authority  cannot  refuse 
to  register  any  person  applying  for  that  purpose.  But  such  registra¬ 
tion  does  not  afford  protection  in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  a  dairy, 
etc.,  in  such  a  way  as  to  contravene  the  provisions  of  the  Order  in 
other  respects,  or  of  any  regulations  under  it. 

MEAT. 

Seizures  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  made  in 
6  Districts  as  shown  in  Table  XV.,  and  in  most  instances  convictions 
of  the  Vendors  were  obtained. 

The  Oldbury  Justices  sentenced  one  person  to  two  months* 
imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a  fine. 

On  September  1 6th  last,  some  70  or  80  persons  who  drove 
from  Kidderminster  to  Kinver  (Staffordshire),  taking  their  provisions 
with  them,  were  attacked  with  “shivering,  pains  in  the  stomach, 
sickness,  cramp  and  diarrhoea”  on  the  same  day  or  the  day  following ; 
but  fortunately  “there  was  no  death.”  Among  the  provisions  were 
mutton,  ham  and  pickled  beef ;  and  4  persons  who  did  not  go  to 
Kinver,  but  consumed  some  of  the  “pickled  beef”  which  was 
brought  back,  fell  ill  in  the  same  way. 
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The  Medical  Officer  for  Kidderminster  Borough  who 
enquired  into  the  outbreak  says  “  all  the  symptoms  point  to 
“ptomaine  poisoning,  and  the  balance  of  evidence  points  strongly  to 
“the  pickled  beef.”  The  County  Bacteriologist  reported  of  this 
beef  that  it  contained  an  organism  which  killed  guinea  pigs,  and 
that  Professor  Klein  also  obtained  a  “  pathogenic  organism  ”  from 
some  of  the  meat. 

Three  lots  of  Sausages  were  also  sent  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  Kidderminster  to  the  County  Analyst  and  were  found  to 
contain  evil,  o*io  and  0*15  per  cent  of  Boric  Acid.  Of  these  the 
Medical  Officer  writes  : — “  Meat  which  needs  Boric  Acid  is  not 
“fit  to  be  made  up  into  sausages.  Any  quantity  sufficient  to 
“  preserve  food  is  injurious  to  health,  or  in  other  words  it  is  of  no 
“use  using  Boric  Acid  to  preserve,  unless  it  is  in  poisonous 
“  quantities.” 

BYELAWS. 

Droitwich  Borough. 

Dr.  Roden  regrets  to  w  have  once  more  to  point  out  the 
absence  of  byelaws.” 


Stourport  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Robinson  says  “  Byelaws  modelled  on  those  of  the  Local 
“  Government  Board,  have  been  discussed,  but  not  adopted,  though 
“  the  motion  for  their  adoption  was  only  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of 
“the  Chairman.  Until  modern  Byelaws  have  been  adopted  the 
“sanitary  work  in  the  District  is  likely  to  continue  unsatisfactory.” 

Feckenham  Rural  District. 

The  Byelaws  have  been  remodelled  and  are  now  being 
printed  after  a  delay  of  some  years. 

Shipston  District. 

Dr.  Findlay  says  “nothing  has  yet  been  done  about  the 
“subject  of  Byelaws  for  the  better  regulation  of  cleaning  out  of 
“privies  and  removal  of  night  soil.  I  think  they  would  be  very 
“  useful,  especially  at  Shipston  and  Blockley  where  the  localities 
“approach  more  urban  condition.” 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

I  called  attention  in  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  fact  that 
certain  Medical  Officers  had  not  complied  with  Section  132  of  the 
Factory  Act,  which  “  requires  them  to  report  specifically  on  the 
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administration  of  this  Act,”  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  each  of  them 
has  now  done  so. 

Indeed  it  is  evident  that  much  is  being  done  to  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  the  Workshops  and  the  excrement  disposal 
of  the  Factories,  except  in  Stourport,  where  “owing  to  the  Scarlet 
“  Fever  epidemic,  and  change  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  has  been  found 
cc  impossible  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Act.” 

Apparently  there  are  only  2  or  3  “  underground  ”  bakehouses 
in  the  County,  and  these  are  being  remodelled  before  being  licensed 
as  required  by  the  Act.  On  December  30,  1903  the  Secretary  of 
State  issued  a  Statutory  Order,  that  as  regards  underground  bakehouses, 
500  cubic  feet  of  space  should  be  provided  instead  of  250  cubic  feet 
usually  required  for  workshops,  and  that  in  bakehouses  (other  than 
underground)  where  work  is  carried  on  at  night  by  artificial  light, 
other  than  electric  light,  400  cubic  feet  shall  be  provided  for  each 
person  between  9  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  the  succeeding  morning. 

Droitwich  Borough. 

One  bakehouse  needs  some  alteration. 

Lye  Urban  District. 

“  Some  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  still  have  not  sufficient 
privy  accommodation  for  the  two  sexes.” 

Oldbury  Urban  Council. 

Dr.  Buttery  says  some  of  the  bakehouses  “are  not  so  satis- 
“  factory  as  we  could  desire.” 

Redditch  Urban  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  although  much  has  been 
done  “  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  contraventions  of 
“the  Act  still  existing,”  but  he  is  doing  his  utmost  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

The  Inspector  “  found  7  new  Workshops,  where  8  women 
“  and  7  young  persons  were  employed,  and  these  were  reported  to 
u  the  Factory  Inspector.” 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

Inspector  Cox  hopes  to  get  these  places  registered  during 


1904. 
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Fenbury  District. 

The  Act  is  said  to  have  little  application  ”  to  the  District, 
A  u  Register  of  Workshops  is  not  provided,”  as  required  by  Section 
1 31  of  the  Act. 


Upton  District. 

Dr.  Cowley  says,  “  to  get  a  complete  register  .  .  .  requires 
cc  more  time  than  the  Inspector  has  been  able  to  give,”  but  he  hopes 
to  obtain  this  in  1904. 

As  there  seems  doubt  in  the  minds  of  some  Sanitary  officials 
as  to  what  their  responsibilities  are  with  respect  to  “Factories  ”  as 
distinct  from  “  Workshops,”  I  would  point  out  that  in  districts  where 
Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  is  in 
force  they  have  to  see  that  “sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveni- 
“  ences  ”  are  provided.  If  the  Local  Authority  does  not  enforce  this 
Section  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  can  do  so,  and  recover  the  cost 
from  the  Authority  (Sec.  5).  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  has  not  been  “adopted,”  Sanitary 
officers  have  no  power  with  respect  to  the  Sanitary  conveniences  of 
“  Factories.” 

On  February  4th  1903  “  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order” 
was  issued  by  “one  of  His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,” 
and  defines  what  are  to  be  deemed  “suitable  and  sufficient  Sanitary 
conveniences  :  viz. — 

“  (1)  In  Factories  or  Workshops  where  females  are  employed  or 
“  in  attendance  there  shall  be  one  sanitary  convenience  for 
“every  25  females. 

“In  Factories  or  Workshops  where  males  are  employed  or  in 
“  attendance  there  shall  be  one  sanitary  convenience  for  every 
“25  males;  provided  that — 

“(a)  In  Factories  or  Workshops  where  the  number  of  males  em- 
“  ployed  or  in  attendance  exceeds  ioo,  and  sufficient  urinal 
“  accommodation  is  also  provided,  it  shall  be  sufficient  if  there 
“is  one  sanitary  convenience  for  every  25  males  up  to  the  first 
“  100,  and  one  for  every  forty  after ; 

“(b)  In  Factories  or  Workshops  where  the  number  of  males 
“  employed  or  in  attendance  exceeds  500,  and  the  District  In- 
“  spector  of  Factories  certifies  in  writing  that  by  means  of  a 
“  check  system,  or  otherwise,  proper  supervision  and  control  in 
“  regard  to  the  use  of  the  conveniences  are  exercised  by  officers 
“  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be  sufficient  if 
“  one  sanitary  convenience  is  provided  for  every  60  males,  in 
“  addition  to  sufficient  urinal  accommodation.  Any  certificate 
“  given  by  an  Inspector  shall  be  kept  attached  to  the  general 
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“  register,  and  shall  be  liable  at  any  time  to  be  revoked  by 
“  notice  in  writing  from  the  Inspector. 

“  In  calculating  the  number  of  conveniences  required  by  this 
“order,  any  odd  number  of  persons  less  than  25,  40,  or  60,  as 
“the  case  may  be  shall  be  reckoned  as  25,  40,  or  60. 

“  (2)  Every  sanitary  convenience  shall  be  kept  in  a  cleanly  state, 
“  shall  be  sufficiently  ventilated  and  lighted,  and  shall  not  com- 
“  municate  with  any  work-room  except  through  the  open-air  or 
“  through  an  intervening  ventilated  space ;  provided  that  in 
“work-rooms  in  use  prior  to  1st  January,  1903,  and  mechani- 
“  cally  ventilated  in  such  manner  that  air  cannot  be  drawn  into 
“  the  work-room  through  the  sanitary  convenience,  an  inter- 
“  vening  ventilated  space  shall  not  be  required. 

“  (3)  Every  sanitary  convenience  shall  be  under  cover  and  so 
“  partitioned  off  as  to  secure  privacy,  and  if  for  the  use  of 
“  females  shall  have  a  proper  door  and  fastenings. 

“  (4)  The  sanitary  conveniences  in  a  factory  or  workshop  shall 
“  be  so  arranged  and  maintained  as  to  be  conveniently  acces- 
“  sible  to  all  persons  employed  therein  at  all  times  during  their 
“  employment. 

“(5)  Where  persons  of  both  sexes  are  employed,  the  conveniences 
“  for  each  sex  shall  be  so  placed  or  so  screened  that  the  interior 
“  shall  not  be  visible,  even  when  the  door  of  anv  convenience 
“  is  open,  from  any  place  where  persons  of  the  other  sex  have 
“  to  work  or  pass ;  and,  if  the  conveniences  for  one  sex  adjoin 
“  those  for  the  other  sex,  the  approaches  shall  be  separate.” 


CANAL  BOATS. 

The  Canal  Boats  Acts  are  of  course  only  applicable  to  certain 
districts  in  the  County.  The  following  are  some  of  the  references 
contained  in  the  Reports. 

Droitwich  Borough. 

u  The  Canal  Boats  have  been  carefully  watched  and  there 
c<  was  no  cause  for  complaint.” 

Kidderminster  Borough. 

u  234  Boats  were  inspected,  and  20  infringements  of  the  Act 
u  detected.” 


King's  Norton  District. 

“For  the  first  time  efficient  inspection  of  the  Canal  Boats 
.  has  been  carried  out  .  .  .  not  less  than  172  were  examined. 
“  .  .  .  In  35  Boats  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found,  and  notices 
“  served.” 
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Pea-pickers. 

Oldbury  Urban  District. 

“There  have  been  301  inspections  of  Canal  Boats  (and)  the 
u  number  of  contraventions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  has  been 
“  52.” 

Droitwich  Rural  District. 

€ 

“  The  number  of  Boats  inspected  was  62,  and  5  infringe- 
u  ments  dealt  with.” 

Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

The  Inspector  testifies  “to  the  general  improvement  and 
“  good  condition  of  the  Boats.” 

Tardley  Rural  District. 

“  31  Boats  were  inspected,  and  no  infringement  of  the  Act 
“  was  discovered.” 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  comparatively  few  “  Offensive  Trades”  in  the 
County. 

Red  ditch  Urban  District. 

Two  complaints  with  regard  to  “tripe  boiling”  were  dealt 

with. 

Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  3  persons  applied  to  establish  an  “  Offensive 
“  Trade,”  viz.,  “tripe  boiling,”  under  Section  112  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1875.  There  are  6  persons  carrying  on  such  businesses 
in  the  District. 

Tardley  Rural  District. 

“The  Manure  Manufactory  at  Yardley  Wood,  the  nuisance 
“  from  which  gave  so  much  trouble  from  time  to  time  in  previous 
“  years,  has  been  closed.”  A  conviction  obtained  against  the 
Company  at  Petty  Sessions  for  neglect  to  adopt  the  best  means  for 
abating  the  nuisance  was  confirmed  on  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions. 

HOP-PICKERS  AND  PEA-PICKERS. 

Byelaws  for  regulating  the  decent  lodging  and  accommodation 
of  persons  engaged  in  Hop-picking,  Pea-picking  and  Fruit-picking 
are  in  force  in  the  Martley  District.  An  inspection  has  again  been 
made  of  the  lodging  accommodation  provided  for  the  Hop-pickers 
who  annually  visit  the  Martley  District,  and  although  “  found  to 
“  be  generally  good,  some  cases  of  deficiency  have  been  reported.” 
Allusion  to  the  annoyance  caused  by  Pea-pickers  is  made  in  the 
paragraph  on  Smallpox  (p.  10). 


Midwives  Act  1902. 
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MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Special 
Committee  to  administer  it,  are  referred  to  in  my  last  Annual 
Report. 


A  preliminary  list,  prepared  by  direction  of  that  Committee, 
shows  there  are  at  least  553  women  practising  as  Midwives  in  the 
County.  At  the  time  of  writing  (July  12th,  1904),  only  123  of 
these  have  been  enrolled  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  but  the 
number  increases  daily.  After  April  1st,  1905,  no  woman  can  use 
the  title  of  Midwife  unless  “  certified,”  although  she  may  continue 
to  practise  until  April  1st,  1910,  but  not  afterwards,  without  being 
so  “  certified.” 

Until  April  next  a  woman  can  claim  to  be  put  upon  the  Roll 
if  she  can  satisfy  the  Central  Board  that  she  is  “  trustworthy,  sober, 
and  of  good  moral  character,”  and  “  has  been  in  bona  fide  practise 
“  for  12  months  prior  to  July  31st,  1902,”  but  after  that  date  she  will 
have  to  pass  an  examination  before  she  can  do  so. 

In  August,  1903,  the  Privy  Council  approved  a  set  of  Rules 
framed  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  which  the  midwives  are 
obliged  to  comply  with.  These  cover  a  wide  field,  and  cannot 
possibly  be  carried  out  in  their  entirety  by  illiterate  midwives,  whose 
enrolment  cannot  be  refused,  provided  they  can  satisfy  the  Board  as 
just  mentioned. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  if  the  Rules  of  the  Central 
Board  are  to  be  enforced,  supervision  of  Midwives  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  by  casual  and  perfunctory  visits :  and  that  while  without 
doubt  the  practice  of  those  holding  diplomas  granted  by  such  Institu¬ 
tions  as  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  College  of  Physicians  of 
Ireland,  &c.  (Sect.  2  of  the  Act)  requires  supervision,  it  is  much  more 
needful  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  enrolled  in  consequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  in  practice  for  12  months  prior  to  the  31st  July  1902. 
Furthermore  there  is  no  doubt  that  supervision  is  requisite,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  interests  of  patients,  but  also  to  instruct  ignorant 
Midwives  :  many  of  whom  would,  I  believe,  welcome  the  advice  of  a 
competent  person. 

As  instructed,  I  have  already  interviewed  a  large  number  of 
Midwives ;  and  found  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  your  Clerk  has 
issued  a  Circular  letter  explaining  the  Act  to  all  persons  on  the  pre¬ 
liminary  list,  many  had  not  read,  either  it  or  the  rules  with  care,  and 
knew  little  or  nothing  about  the  responsibilities  which  devolve  upon 
them:  while  several  of  those  who  had  read  them,  had  confused  ideas 
on  the  subject.  Not  a  few  who  were  in  bona-fide  practice  before 
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1902,  had  decided  not  to  enroll,  as  they  were  under  the  erroneous 
impression  that  they  would  have  to  pass  an  examination. 

I  met  with  a  few  women  who  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
especially  the  latter:  and  many  who  could  only  do  so  imperfectly. 

Several  enrolled  women  had  not  obtained  either  a  copy  of 
the  “  Register/'  or  of  the  “  Record  Book,”  nor  did  they  possess  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  “  appliances.”  One  or  two  had  not  the  vaguest  idea 
of  how  to  use,  or  read  a  thermometer. 

A  few  enrolled  Midwives  who  had  commenced  practise  had 
not  sent  notice  (Form  XII.)  of  their  intention  to  do  so:  conse¬ 
quently  a  letter  calling  attention  to  this,  has  been  sent  to  those  who 
have  failed  in  this  respect. 

Many  were  wholly  ignorant  of  why  and  how,  antiseptics  should 
be  used. 

I  have  met  with  but  very  few  Midwives  who  have  passed  any 
recognised  examination  in  Midwiferv. 

One  woman  persisted  that  although  enrolled,  she  did  not  re¬ 
quire  to  conform  to  the  Rules,  or  provide  herself  with  the  Books  and 
Appliances,  as  she  only  acted  as  a  “Monthly  Nurse,”  under  a  doctor; 
who  supported  her  in  that  opinion  The  Central  Midwives’  Board 
take  the  opposite  view  and  consequently  this  nurse  has  been  in¬ 
formed  that  she  must  comply  with  the  Rules. 

Section  E,  Clause  8,  of  the  Rules  (page  18)  requires  Mid¬ 
wives  to  report  all  deaths  of  mothers  and  “  still  births,”  where 
“  a  registered  medical  practitioner  is  not  in  attendance.” 

A  Register  of  such  deaths  and  still-births  has  been  ordered  to 
be  kept,  showing  the  numbers  which  occur  in  the  practice  of  each  Mid¬ 
wife  :  and  possibly,  in  some  such  instances,  local  inquiries  will  have 
to  be  made  to  ascertain  if  there  had  been  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Midwife. 
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The  following  shows  the  number  of  Schools  closed  during 
1903  on  account  of  epidemic  disease: — 


T  otal 

Diseases. 

Districts. 

No. 

Closed. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Urban  (13) 

30 

20 

9 

1 

Rural  (17)  . 

42 

29 

10 

2 

1 

Totals 

72 

49 

19 

3 

1 
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72  Schools  were  closed  last  year,  as  compared  with  58  in  1902 
and  49  in  1901. 

The  Education  Codes  of  past  years  contained  an  Article  (101*) 
which  enabled  School  Authorities  to  claim  grants  in  respect  of 
children  excluded  from  School  when  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 
In  the  1903  Code,  however,  an  intimation  was  inserted  that  “  no 
“  grant  will  be  made  under  this  Article  in  respect  of  any  diminution 
“of  attendance  occurring  after  March  31st  1903.”  Such  a  change 
as  this  will  seriously  effect  the  County,  as  the  grant  received  is  based 
on  the  average  attendances,  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  County 
to  keep  up.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the  Council  has  to  protect  the 
School  children  from  risk  of  infection,  they  are  penalized  under  one 
Article  (101*)  of  the  Code  for  doing  their  duty  under  another  (88). 
I  understand  that  one  unit  of  attendances  alters  the  grant  by  about 
^700.  For  instance,  a  rise  in  the  attendance  from  90  to  91  per 
cent,  would  add  about  ^700  to  the  grant,  and  the  converse  is  also 
true.  Against  the  abrogation  of  this  Article,  the  Council  appealed 
to  the  Board  of  Education,  without  success. 

The  Education  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution 
on  13  June  1904,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  the  County  Council, 
viz.  : — 

“  School  Attendance.  That  the  Director  of  Education  and  the 
“  County  Medical  Officer  be  directed  to  draw  up  a 
“Memorandum  on  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases,  stating 
“expressly  the  precautions  and  steps  necessary  to  be  taken 
“  in  cases  of  a  suspected  outbreak.” 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions  the  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  I  are  about  to  present  the  the  Memorandum  referred  to. 

As  regards  the  teaching  of  Elementary  Hygiene  in  Schools, 
a  subject  referred  to  in  previous  Reports,  I  desire  to  commend 
the  following  statements  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  your 
consideration. 

Rock  Rural  District. 

“  In  connection  with  the  deaths  from  infantile  ailments  and 
“  tuberculosis  I  would  again  refer  to  remarks  in  previous  Reports. 
“  I  believe  that  the  most  permanent  improvement  to  be  expected 
“would  result  from  the  simple  teaching  in  our  Elementary  Schools 
“of  the  value  of  fresh  air,  cleanliness,  suitable  preparation  of  food, 
“  and  proper  care  of  infants.  Now  that  the  County  Council— -itself 
“a  sanitary  body — is  the  Education  Authority,  we  may  look  to  it 
“  for  the  practical  application  of  such  Education.  Only  by  such 
“  means  can  the  people  themselves  come  to  appreciate  healthy  homes 
“and  workplaces.” 
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Tenbury  Rural  District. 

“  There  is,  I  think,  abundant  evidence  of  the  necessity  of 
“  teaching  hygiene  and  infant  management  in  our  Primary  Schools. 
uTo  this  we  must  look  for  the  production  of  a  generation  who  will 
“  know  the  value  of  fresh  air,  cleanliness,  decent  cooking,  and  the 
“  management  of  young  children,  so  that  the  heavy  toll  now  exacted 
“  by  consumption  and  other  wasting  diseases  may  be  steadily  reduced 
“  to  nil.” 

At  the  request  of  the  Physical  Deterioration  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Council  and  chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  I  appeared  before 
the  Physical  Deterioration  Committee  on  February  22nd  last,  to 
give  information  as  to  “  the  conditions  of  life  and  physique  generally 
“  among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  population  in  rural  districts,,”  and 
as  part  of  the  evidence  I  then  gave  has  reference  to  the  subject  of 
teaching  hygiene  in  Schools,  I  venture  now  to  submit  what  I  then 
said,  viz.  : — “  I  hold  very  strongly  that  elementary  hygiene  should 
“  be  compulsorily  taught  in  all  School  departments,  and  that  the 
“older  children,  especially  the  girls,  should  be  instructed  in  the  nur- 
u  sing  and  rearing  of  children  and  in  plain  cookery,  for  it  so  often 
“  happens  that  children  of  tender  age  are  left  to  the  care  of  elder 
“  sisters  and  brothers  while  the  mothers  are  out  at  work.  I  would 
“also  urge  that  the  cookery  should  be  suitable  for  labourers’  homes, 
“  and  that  the  children  should  not  be  taught  to  concoct  dishes  which 
“  in  after  life  they  will  never  be  called  upon  to  prepare.  The  evil 
“  effects  of  overcrowding,  of  bad  diet,  of  drunkenness,  of  insanitary 
“  houses,  and  the  necessity  for  the  proper  rearing  and  clothing  of 
“  children,  of  good  ventilation,  and  the  like,  should  be  instilled  into 
“children’s  minds.  Furthermore,  compulsory  education  takes  up 
“  some  time  that  could  with  advantage  be  spent  in  exercise. 
“  Drill,  football,  cricket,  hockey,  skipping,  and  other  bodily  exercises 
“  should,  in  my  opinion,  as  far  as  practicable ,  be  part  of  every  School 
“  curriculum.” 

In  order  to  show  you  how  generally  these  opinions  are  held, 
I  would  say  that  a  deputation  of  leading  medical  men  presented  a 
Petition,  signed  by  14,718  Medical  Practitioners,  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education  on  July  nth  1904,  advocating  the  compulsory 
teaching  of  Hygiene  in  Elementary  Schools. 

Another  question  I  dealt  with  before  the  Committee  was  the 
attendance  of  “  Infants  ”  at  School.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
it  is  very  undesirable  from  a  health  point  of  view — for  very  young 
children  of  from  3  to  5  years  of  age,  residing  in  Rural  districts ,  to  be 
sent  to  school,  which  often  obliges  those,  little  more  than  babies,  to 
be  dragged  long  distances  in  wet  weather,  and  frequently  to  sit  for 
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hours  in  damp  clothes  and  with  wet  feet.  In  addition  to  which,  such 
children  are  at  times  congregated  in  inadequately  ventilated  School¬ 
rooms,  and  run  great  risk  of  contracting  juvenile  infectious  ailments. 
The  force  of  this  latter  statement  is  illustrated  by  what  I  have 
already  said  as  to  the  excessive  mortality  of  Measles  among  Infants 
under  5  years  of  age  (p.  13). 

In  my  opinion,  no  children  residing  in  Rural  districts  should 
be  sent  to  school  until  they  are  at  least  5  years  of  age,  as  it  would  be 
preferable  for  them  to  be  developing  their  bodies  by  running  about 
in  the  open  air  ;  and  especially  as  I  hold,  that  even  from  an  educa¬ 
tional  point  of  view,  their  brains  could  with  advantage  lie  fallow 
until  they  have  attained  that  age.  I  have  come  to  this  conclusion 
after  weighing  what  is  often  said,  to  the  effect  that  if  this  course 
were  pursued,  mothers  could  not  so  easily  go  out  to  work,  and  the 
children  would  not  be  so  orderly  when  they  first  come  to  school. 

I  wish  to  emphasize  the  point  that  I  intend  this  statement  to 
apply  mainly  to  Rural  Districts,  for  I  realize  that  it  might  be  better 
for  infants  residing  in  slums,  or  dwellings  crowded  in  courts  and 
alleys,  to  spend  part  of  their  day  at  School,  in  preference  to  living 
the  whole  day  under  insanitary  conditions.  During  the  past  few 
years  I  have  elicited  the  views  of  numbers  of  Elementary  School 
Teachers  in  country  districts  on  this  point,  and  I  find  there  is  a 
general  concensus  of  opinion  among  them,  that  infants  could  with 
advantage,  be  left  at  home  until  they  are  five  years  old. 

The  following  Resolution  as  to  the  exclusion  from  School  of 
children  under  5  years  was  passed  by  the  Gloucestershire  Education 
Committee  on  June  25th  last,  viz.: — 

“  That  in  Elementary  Schools  and  Classes  where  the  average 
“attendance  of  infants  exceeds  the  accommodation  re¬ 
cognized  by  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Managers  be 
c<  directed  to  exclude  children  under  5  years  of  age,  the 
“  younger  of  the  children  to  be  first  excluded.” 

I  understand  however  that  as  the  law  now  stands  a  parent  has 
the  right  to  demand  a  school  place  for  a  child  over  the  age  of  3, 
though  the  Authority  has  no  right  to  demand  the  attendance  of  a 
child  until  the  age  of  5. 

Dr.  Green,  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the  King’s  Norton 
Council,  who  are  the  Elementary  Education  Authority  for  that 
District,  writes  : 

“In  many  districts  the  new  Education  Authorities  have 
“apppointed  a  special  Medical  Officer  to  advise  the  Committee  on  all 
“  matters  connected  with  the  health  of  their  children,  and  the 
“  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  schools. 
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u  In  this  way  very  good  work  is  done  in  preventing  the 
“  spread  of  many  non-notifiable  infectious  and  skin  diseases,  which 
u  are  often  so  prevalent. 

u  Another  advantage  is  that  absentees,  who  are  supposed  to 
u  be  ill,  but  are  not  attended  by  a  doctor,  can  be  visited,  and  their 
c<  fitness  for  school  reported  on. 

cc  The  important  matters  of  defective  sight  and  hearing,  and 
“  feeble-minded  children,  need  urgent  inquiry.” 

In  connection  with  the  proposal  to  adopt  Medical  Inspection 
of  Schools,  I  would  say  that  the  Gloucestershire  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  recently  decided  to  try  the  experiment  of  doing  so  in  the 
Stroud  area  for  a  year. 

I  shall  be  interested  to  learn  the  result  of  this  experiment, 
both  as  regards  the  medical  and  financial  aspects. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  INQUIRIES. 

I  received  Notice  of  the  following  Local  Government  Board 


Inquiries  during  1903,  viz  : — 


Date. 

Place. 

Application  for. 

5  Feb.  1903  - 

Badsey 

Loan  of  ^2,500  for  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

18  Feb.  1903  - 

Oldbury 

Loan  of  ^13,1 05  for  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

6  Feb.  1903 

Cropthorne- 

Loan  of  ^2,500  for  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal. 

31  March  1903 

King’s  Norton  & 
Northfield 

Loan  of  ^4,202  for  Works  of 
Sewerage. 

17  April  1903  - 

Upton-on-Severn 

Loan  of  £5,000  for  Isolation 
Hospital. 

1  Sept.  1903  - 

Malvern 

Site  for  Burial  Ground. 

1 1  Sept.  1903  - 

Droitwich  - 

Loan  0^1,700  for  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

3  Nov.  1903  - 

King’s  Norton  & 
Northfield 

Loan  of  ,£5,500  for  Extension  of 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

1  2  Nov.  1903  - 

Oldbury 

£62. 0  for  purposes  of  a  tip  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Sewage  Disposal. 

13  Nov.  1903  - 

Ombersley  - 

Loan  of  £"3,000  for  purposes  of 
Sewage  Disposal. 

I.  gave  evidence  in  support  of  these  applications,  except  in 
two  instances,  where  it  was  unnecessary  to  do  so. 
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COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

The  County  Analyst  has  favoured  me  with  the  following 
statement  : — 

The  following  is  abstracted  from  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Analyst  and  Bacteriologist  for  1903. 

During  the  past  year  2,598  samples  have  been  examined. 

These  may  be  divided  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Chemical — 


Acid  Waste  -  - 

_  _ 

— 

52 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding 

Stuffs  — 

— 

-  83 

Food  and  Drugs  - 

_  — 

— 

-  881 

Miscellaneous  - 

—  — 

— 

-  78 

Poisoning  Cases  - 

—  — 

— 

21 

Sewage  -  -  - 

—  — 

— 

-  300 

Water  —  -  - 

—  — 

— 

428 

Bacteriological — 

Anthrax  -  - 

—  — 

— 

39 

Diphtheria  -  - 

—  — 

— 

-  393 

Miscellaneous-  - 

—  — 

— 

62 

Tubercle  -  - 

—  — 

— 

94 

Typhoid  -  - 

—  — 

— 

24 

Water  -  -  - 

—  — 

— 

-  143 

Thirty-two  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  under  the  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were  adulterated,  and  fines  varying  from 
5  -  to  £5  and  costs  were  inflicted. 

393  Swabs  from  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  were  received, 
and,  as  in  former  years,  were  examined  with  rare  exceptions  in  24 
hours.  On  several  occasions  the  presence  of  an  antiseptic  has  been 
noticed  in  the  Swabs.  If  the  throat  has  been  treated  with  an  anti¬ 
septic  the  swabbing  should  not  be  taken  till  6  hours  after  the  last 
application,  otherwise  the  bacteriological  examination  becomes 
worthless. 

The  examination  of  material  from  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax 
and  Tubercle  continues. 

A  microscopic  examination  of  Tubercular  matter  is  made 
unless  an  inoculation  experiment  is  required.  If  the  Tubercle 
Bacilli  are  detected  in  the  first  12  preparations  the  result  is  reported 
at  once.  If,  however,  which  is  frequently  the  case,  the  bacilli  are 
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not  detected,  a  further  series  of  preparation  are  made  and  examined 
before  reporting. 

571  Waters  were  analysed.  Of  these  428  were  subjected  to 
a  complete  Chemical  analysis  and  143  to  a  Bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation. 

A  number  of  experiments  have  been  made  with  a  view  to 
determine  the  action  of  u  Acid  Waste  ”  (waste  liquid  from  galvanisers) 
on  fish  life.  The  presence  of  a  very  small  quantity  of  Acid  Waste 
in  stream  water,  &c.,  was  found  to  be  fatal. 

By  neutralizing  the  acid  present  and  removing  the  iron  by 
means  of  lime,  a  much  less  dangerous  liquid  than  a  Acid  Waste  ”  is 
obtained. 
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PHYSICAL  DETERIORATION. 

I  have  already  referred  to  this  subject,  but  as  the  “  Inter-depart- 
“  mental  Committee  on  Physical  Deterioration  ”  have  presented  their 
Report  to  Parliament  since  my  remarks  passed  through  the  printer’s 
hands,  and  the  conclusions  they  arrived  at  are  so  important,,  I 
now  give  a  Summary  of  them.  I  should  add  that  the  Committee 
included  Head  Officials  of  the  Privy  Council,  Board  of 
Education  (England  and  Scotland),  General  Register  Office,  etc.,  who 
say  that  general  progressive  deterioration  does  not  exist ;  but  they 
are  of  opinion  that  such  physical  deterioration  as  exists,  is  confined 
to  the  lowest  and  poorest  classes  of  the  people. 

They  add :  “  The  theory  that  the  processes  by  which  life 

“  is  preserved  are  themselves  a  cause  of  degeneration,  by  prolonging 
“  the  lives  of  the  unfit,  is  open  to  the  criticism  that  of  all  the  dis- 
“  criminating  agencies  to  produce  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  disease 
“  is  the  worst,”  for  the  injury  to  those  that  survive  is  so  serious  that 
“  all  measures  which  combat  disease  tend  to  improve  the  race.  But 
“  be  the  circumstances  what  they  may  on  this  point,  there  is  reason 
“  to  fear  that  the  1  urbanization  ’  of  the  population  cannot  have  been 
“  unattended  by  consequences  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  people.” 

The  Report  is  a  voluminous  one,  and  concludes  with  53  “  recom¬ 
mendations,”  the  principal  of  which  may  be  summarized  as  follows :  — 

I.  That  an  Anthropometric  Survey  should  be  organised  as 

speedily  as  possible  which  should,  in  the  first  instance  have 
for  its  object  the  periodic  taking  of  measurements  of 
children  and  young  persons  in  schools  and  factories,  as 
there  are  no  sufficient  data  at  present  obtainable  for  a  com¬ 
parative  estimate  of  the  health  and  physique  of  the  people. 

II.  A  Register  of  Sickness,  not  confined  to  infectious  diseases, 
should  be  established. 

III.  An  Advisory  Council,  representing  the  Departments  of 
State  should  be  created  as  it  would  be  of  great  assistance, 
especially  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  supply  the 
knowledge  necessary  to  give  the  Public  Health  side  of  the 
Board’s  Administration  the  prominence  which  the  multiplicity 
of  its  other  functions  may  have  tended  to  obscure. 

IV.  Overcrowding  to  be  drastically  dealt  with,  in  doing  which 
the  establishment  of  Labour  Colonies  Public  Nurseries, 
and  a  register  of  owners  of  houses,  may  be  necessary. 

V.  The  making  of  suitable  building  bye-laws  should  be  com¬ 
pulsory  on  both  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities. 

VI.  County  Councils  should  be  empowered,  when  necessary  to 
act  in  default  of  Local  Authorities  “to  which  end  the 
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“  appointment  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  would 
“  give  their  whole  time,  should  be  made  obligatory  on  County 
“  Councils.”  Local  Authorities  should  be  required  to 
furnish  the  Local  Government  Board  through  the  County 
Authority  with  reports  showing  accurately  what  is  being 
done,  or  left  undone  in  matters  of  sanitation. 

VII.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  all  areas  above  a  certain 
population  should  give  their  whole  time  to  the  work,  and 
in  no  case,  unless  convicted  of  misconduct,  be  removed 
without  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

VIII.  Medical  Inspection  of  Factories  should  be  carried  out, 
and  employment  of  children  in  workshops  should  be  de¬ 
pendent,  as  it  is  in  factories,  on  a  Medical  Certificate. 

IX.  In  order  to  check  the  degeneration  resulting  from  “  drink,” 

the  bringing  home  to  men  and  women  the  fatal  effects  of 
alcohol  should  be  undertaken,  “  to  which  end  .  .  training 

“  of  teachers  to  enable  them  to  give  rational  instruction  in 
“  schools  on  the  laws  of  health,  including  the  demonstration 
“  of  the  physical  evils  caused  by  drinking.” 

X.  In  order  to  combat  the  evils  resulting  from  the  constant 
influx  from  county  to  town,  those  charged  with  the  control 
of  Rural  Schools  should  open  the  minds  of  children  to  the 
resources  and  opportunities  of  Rural  existence. 

XI.  Local  Authorities  should  exercise  their  powers  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1890,  to  remedy  the  dearth  of 
cottages  which  exist  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

XII.  Instruction  in  Cookery,  Hygiene,  and  Domestic  Economy 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  made  compulsory  on  the  elder 
girls  at  schools. 

XIII.  “  School  Attendance  in  Rural  Districts  should  not  be 
“  compulsory  till  the  age  of  six  or  possibly,  seven,  and 
“  should  be  discouraged,  if  not  absolutely  prohibited  under 
“  five.” 

XIV.  More  attention  should  be  given  to  organizing  games  at 
schools  “  and  for  that  purpose,  much  greater  use  should  be 
“  made  both  of  schools  and  public  playgrounds  than  at 
“  present.” 

XV.  Boys  anH  girls  should  be  made  to  attend  Evening  Con¬ 
tinuation  Classes  in  which  drill  and  physical  exercise  should 
take  a  prominent  part,  and  national  grants  should  be  made 
in  aid  of  club  and  cadet  corps,  in  which  physical  training 
is  conducted. 

XVI.  “  The  Committee  are  emphatic  in  recommending  that 
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“  a  systematized  medical  inspection  of  children  at  school 
“  should  be  imposed  as  a  public  duty  on  every  school 
“  authority  .  .  .  and  that  a  contribution  towards  the  cost 

“  should  be  made  out  of  the  Parliamentary  Vote.” 

XVII.  A  Bill  should  be  brought  before  Parliament  at  an  early 
date  ,to  iprohibit  the  sale  of  tobacco  and  cigarettes  to 
children  below  a  certain  age,  and  in  sweet  shops  and  other 
shops  frequented  by  children. 

XVIII.  “While  laying  special  stress  on  the  need  for  educating  the 
“  young  in  matters  of  Hygiene  and  Domestic  Economy,  the 
“  Committee  believe  even  more  may  be  done  in  the  direction 
“  of  training  mothers  of  the  present  generation  in  these 
“  matters.” 

XIX.  The  Local  Government  Board  should  be  asked  to  fix  a 
standard  of  purity  for  all  foods  and  drinks. 

XX.  “  Still-births  ”  should  be  registered,  and  a  medical  cer¬ 
tificate  should  invariably  be  required  before  any  death  is 
registered,  and  such  certificates  should  never  be  divulged 
by  the  Registrar  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased. 

XXI.  With  a  view  to  ensuring  the  purity  of  the  supply  of  milk 

to  the  community,  the  Committee  think  .  .  the  permissive 

provisions  of  the  existing  law  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Act,  1878,  should  be  generally  applied — and  in 
the  event  of  a  Local  Authority  not  making  “  orders,”  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  do  so,  and  the  County 
Council  should  be  empowered  to  Act  in  default  of  the 
Local  Authority.  The  Committee  also  advise  that  “  Milk 
Depots  ”  should  be  formed  in  every  town,  and  that  an  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  question  of  “  Sterilization  and  Re¬ 
frigeration  ”  should  be  made  by  a  small  body  of  experts. 
Also,  that  milk  when  drawn  from  the  cow,  should  at  once  be 
refrigerated  to  a  temperature  of  40°  Fah. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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Borough  of  Bewdley . 

Dr.  Miles  reports:  The  nett  death-rate  (13*2)  and  Infantile 
Mortality  (46)  recorded  in  1903,  are  the  lowest  in  the  past  decade. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  these  followed  immediately  on  the  supply  of 
pure  water,  and  the  continual  flusking  of  the  sewers,  owing  to 
phenomenally  large  rainfall. 

He  considers  that  the  Council  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted  of  only  sending  such  cases 
(of  Scarlatina — 10  of  43  notified)  to  the  Hospital  as  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  isolate  at  home. 

During  the  year  town  water  has  been  laid  on  to  198  houses  and 
two  Elementary  Schools,  making  a  total  of  367,  out  of  672  now  sup¬ 
plied.  Some  owners  refuse  to  avail  themselves  of  this  supply  until 
compelled. 

The  house  accommodation  is  still  improving,  but  a  representa¬ 
tion  was  made  to  the  owners  of  property  in  Dowles  Road. 

The  most  seiious  question  affecting  the  health  of  the  Borough 
(is)  the  state  of  the  sewers  .  .  .  (which)  are  much  too 

large,  never  properly  flushed,  except  by  heavy  rainfall.  The  street 
catchpits  are  untrapped  and  the  outfall  into  the  Severn  is  such  that 
when  the  river  is  low  the  sewage  causes  an  intolerable  nuisance. 

This  is  getting  worse  every  year,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
w.c.’s  and  of  trapped  house  drains ;  the  latter  of  which  cause  sewer 
gas  to  escape  in  large  quantities  into  the  streets. 

As  the  Corporation’s  borrowing  powers  are  exhausted,  hope  is 
expressed  that  a  Sewerage  Scheme  jointly  with  Wribbenhall  may  be 
carried  out. 

Two  slaughter-houses  are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition 
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Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
W  hooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  r 
branous  croup 
Croup  .. 


j  Typhu 

J  H  tt  torn 


ms 

[Fever  j  Enteric 

(  Other  continu 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 

Plague . 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 
Other  tubercular  di¬ 
seases 
Cancer,  malignant  di¬ 
sease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 
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Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Kidd  reports  :  — 1 

That  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  epidemic ;  but  that 
the  respective  mortalities  were  low,  only  3,  deaths  having  been  caused 
by  the  former,  and  1  by  the  latter.  Scarlatina  was  prevalent,  but 
the  mortality  was  low,  only  2  of  the  106  cases  notified  having  ter¬ 
minated  fatally;  nevertheless,  many  cases  were  of  severe  type. 

The  association  of  the  spread  of  this  disease,  and  hospital 
isolation  have  been  previously  alluded  to  (p.  18). 

The  district  has  been  quite  free  from  Typhoid  Fever;  and 
Diphtheria  once  endemic,  has  greatlv  diminished  latterly. 

Small-pox  (4  cases)  was  twice  introduced  by  tramps.  The 
District  Council,  in  one  instance  paid  15/-  to  each  person  at  a 
Common  Lodging  House  who  had  been  in  contact  with  an  infected 
person,  provided  they  would  consent  to  be  vaccinated.  This  pay¬ 
ment  was  made  to  meet  loss  of  wages,  should  their  arms  be  tem¬ 
porarily  disabled. 

More  thorough  disinfection  is  now  carried  out  than  formerly, 
“  alformant  lamps  ”  being  used  in  place  of  sulphur  fumigation. 

Mr.  Smith,  the  District  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
reported  to  be  doing  excellent  work  as  “  in  every  department  of  the 
“  office,  sewerage,  surface  drainage,  scavenging,  disinfecting  and 
“  above  all,  the  management  and  working  of  the  sewage  farm,  the 
“  influence  of  his  reforming  hand,  has  made  itself  plainly  visible 
“ .  .  .  .  it  is  in  connection  with  drainage,  that  the  greatest 

“  improvements  have  been  effected  this  year.” 

The  Surveyor  has  advised  “  the  construction  of  a  small 
“septic  tank  in  the  field  between  the  Sewage  Farm,  and  Charford 
“  Lane,  to  deal  with  Rock  Hill  and  Hill  Top.”  The  Clerk  of  the 
District  Council  wrote  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  on  9th  June, 
1904,  that  it  has  been  “  decided  to  fill  in  the  settling  chamber  at  the 
“  bottom  of  Highfield  Road  and  convert  it  into  a  sewer  manhole 
“  which  was  originally  intended.  This  course  we  are  advised  will 
“  prevent  any  nuisance  arising.” 

The  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  this  course  remains  to  be 

seen. 

The  removal  of  nightsoil  is  now  carried  out  more  systemati¬ 
cally  than  formerly,  but  the  privy  midden  system  “  continues  to  be  a 
“  burden  to  the  town  which  ought  to  be  greatly  lessened.  .  .  28 

“of  the  worst  privies  have  been  replaced  by  w.c.’s.” 

The  purchase  of  a  Refuse  Destructor  and  provision  of  a 
Public  Abattoir  are  advocated. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  reported  to  be  sanitary,  and 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  to  have  been  inspected,  with  the  result 
that  notices  have  been  served  on  40  to  50  owners  of  these  shops. 
Much  less  work  is  done  in  the  nail  shops  than  formerly. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  population. 

(a)  Arrived  at  by  deducting  from  Col.  7,  Deaths  in  Col.  10,  and  adding  those  in  Col.  n. 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever... 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem 
branous  croup 
Croup  ... 

Typhus 
Fever  Enteric 

Other  continue 
Epidemic  influenza  . 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases. 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  d 
seases 

Cancer,  malignant  di 
sease 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 
Other  diseases  of  Res 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 


All  other  causes 


All  causes 


Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 
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North  Bromsgrove  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Kidd  reports:  — 

That  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  past  20  years  have  gradually 
declined,  and  furnish  clear  proof  of  what  has  been  achieved  as  the 
direct  result  of  improvement  of  watersupply,  abolition  of  privies  and 
pigsties,  closure  of  polluted  wells,  provision  of  slop  drainage  and 
enforcement  of  building  bye-laws. 

The  District  has  experienced  complete  immunity  from  Small¬ 
pox,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever ;  but  Scarlatina  (68  cases,  1 
death),  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  have  been  prevalent.  Scar¬ 
latina  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  Catshill  Schools,  and  Measles 
the  Catshill  and  Lickey  End  Schools.  The  removal  of  Scarlet 
Fever  patients  to  the  FLospital  averted  an  epidemic. 

Dilapidated  houses  are  rather  numerous  “  in  the  nailer 
villages.” 


The  water  supply  is  rapidly  becoming  satisfactory  owing  to 
extension  of  the  East  Worcestershire  Company’s  mains  in  almost 
all  populous  parts, — 70  “  house  connections  have  been  made 
“  during  the  year.” 

The  privy  cesspit  continues  to  create  a  nuisance  in  most 
parts  of  the  District. 

The  unsatisfactory  slop  drainage  of  Rubery  is  again 
mentioned  :  but  the  matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  a  Special 
Committee. 

There  are  no  Factories  in  the  District,  and  the  Nailshops 
are  much  less  used  that  formerly.  Insanitary  conditions  at  the  latter 
are  dealt  with  as  circumstances  require. 


TABLE  I. 
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Borough  of  Droitwich. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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Borough  of  Droitwich. 

Dr.  Roden  reports:  — 

That  the  birth-rate  (30*9)  is  considerably  augmented  by  births 
in  the  Workhouse. 

The  nett  death-rate  (n’6)  is  the  lowest  recorded. 

The  Dairies!  and  Milkshops,  and  Canal  Boats,  were  fopnd  to 
be  in  good  sanitary  condition.  One  Bakehouse  needs  alteration,  as 
mentioned  in  previous  reports. 

The  Housing  of  the  Labouring  Classes  is  in  great  need  of 
improvement,  especially  the  dwellings  in  the  “  Star  Yard,”  “  Fox 
Alley,”  and  “  Back  Lane,  St.  Peter’s,”  into  which  “  very  little  sun¬ 
shine  ever  enters,”  there  is  little  or  no  ventilation,”  and  “  they  have 
“  not  sufficient  cubic  space  for  the  number  of  the  inhabitants.”  Of 
967  houses  inspected,  119  had  privy  cesspits,  and  99  drain  into  open 
water-courses. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  and  Lodging  Houses  are  satisfactory. 
All  the  (57)  Factories  and  Workshops  “  were  found  to  be  in  a  good 
“sanitary  condition.” 

The  erection  of  a  Mortuary  has  already  proved  to  be  of  value. 

Regret  is  again  expressed  at  the  absence  of  bye-laws. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


Borough  of  Evesham 
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Borough  of  Evesham. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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Borough  of  Evesham. 

The  Birth-rate  (33*5)  is  high,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
(147)  exceptionally  so  (see  Table  I.) 

Measles  was  somewhat  prevalent — consequently,  St.  Mary’s 
Schools  had  to  be  closed. 

Scarlatina  (109  cases,  2  deaths)  was  also  prevalent,  and 
necessitated  the  closure  of  the  British  Schools.  The  outbreak  was 
entirely  due  to  mild,  unrecognised  cases. 

Owing  to  this  epidemic,  a  “  double  tent  ”  had  to  be  erected 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  promptitude,  which  apparently  ob¬ 
viated  “  return  cases.” 

The  Borough  was  very  free  from  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid 

Fever. 


Improvements  of  several  blocks  of  cottages  are  advised — the 
consideration  of  which  is  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  Sewage  outfall  works  are  improving. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Slaughter-houses,  Factories  and 
Workshops  are  reported  upon  in  detail,  and  considered  as  a  whole 
are  satisfactory. 

Intimation  was  received  in  May  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Citv  of  London,  that  a  number  of  armv  blankets 
sent  by  a  London  Firm  to  Evesham,  might  possibly  be  infected 
by  Typhoid  Fever,  so  prompt  steps  to  recover  and  disinfect  the 
blankets  were  taken,  as  many  had  been  sent  out  to  neighbouring 
villages. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Borough  of  Kidderminster. 
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Borough  of  Kidderminster. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in 

whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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1 

I 

Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

7 

3 

3 

I 

Enteritis 

19 

x3 

1 

4 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

I 

• 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis 

22 

1 

3 

3 

15 

Other  tubercular  di- 

seases 

1 1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

I  Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

18 

1 4 

4 

Bronchitis 

38 

10 

1 

1 1 

16 

Pneumonia  ... 

23 

4 

3 

3 

1 

7 

5 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

L 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  f  *'* 

7 

0 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

M 

x4 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

1 

1 

I  Heart  diseases 

25 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

Accidents 

7 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

I  Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

i54 

20 

9 

1 

5 

44 

75 

All  causes 

379 

72 

32 

25 

10 

I25 

115 
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Borough  of  Kidderminster . 

Dr.  Corbet  reports  that :  — 

As  an  act  of  courtesy,  the  local  District  Registrar  of  Deaths 
hands  a  copy  of  instructions  which  he  has  prepared  as  to  the  Feeding 
and  care  of  Infants,  to  each  person  who  registers  a  birth.  This 
example  could  advantageously  be  followed  in  other  Districts. 

Six  cases  of  Anthrax  (3  deaths)  occurred  in  human  beings 
during  the  year.  Consequently,  the  Town  Clerk  issued  a  circular 
to  “  firms  in  the  Borough  who  use  dangerous  wool,”  advising  “  that 
“  the  dust  and  refuse  from  Persian,  and  other  dangerous  wools  should 
“  not  .  .  be  deposited  on  refuse  heaps  on  mill  premises,  and  then 

“  carted  away  to  be  spread  upon  the  land  as  manure.  .  .  .  (but) 

“  should  in  every  case  be  destroyed  by  fire  as  soon  as  possible.” 

An  outbreak  of  ptomaine  poisoning,  affecting  50  persons  was 
traced  to  eating  pickled  beef. 

Four  of  the  5  cases  (1  death)  of  Smallpox  reported  were 
tramps.  Prompt  precautionary  measures  suppressed  the  outbreaks. 

Scarlatina  has  been  unusually  prevalent  (590  cases,,  20 
deaths),  and  necessitated  the  closure  for  6  weeks  of  4  schools. 
Although  the  majority  (of  the  cases)  have  been  of  mild  type,  a 
few  when  admitted  into  the  Hospital  were  in  a  very  dangerous  con¬ 
dition.  .  .  No  part  of  the  Borough  has  been  exempt  from  this 
outbreak.  In  a  few  instances,  children  have  been  found  at  school 
when  “  peeling ;  ”  and  carelessness  with  mild  cases  is  said  to  have 
contributed  very  much  to  its  spread.  “  The  Borough  Hospital  is 
“  still  doing  useful  work,  and  has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost  during 
“  the  year.” 

There  have  been  “  a  certain  number  of  .  .  return  cases, 

“  but  not  above  the  average  of  the  country.” 

The  Hospital  has  been  enlarged,  but  “  it  is  imperative  that 
“  a  brick  discharging  block  should  be  erected  near  the  entrance  to 
“  the  Hospital  grounds  as  soon  as  possible  as  (the)  present  one  is 
“  much  too  near  (the)  Scarlet  Fever  Pavilions.” 

Large  numbers  of  notices  have  been  issued  with  reference 
to -dirty  houses,  and  4  dwellings  have  been  dealt  with,  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  One  underground  bakehouse 
is  being  rebuilt. 

“  The  whole  of  the  Workshops  .  .  .  (are)  in  a  satisfactory 

“  condition.” 

Three  samples  of  Sausages  have  been  found  to  contain 
respectively,  “Boric  Acid,  o*ii  per  cent.,  o*io  per  cent.,  and  0*15 
per  cent.,”  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says,  “  meat  which 
u  needs  Boric  Acid  is  not  fit  to  be  made  up  into  sausages.” 
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King  s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  Uistridi . 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

!  65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small 

-pox 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

Measles 

•  •  • 

7 

5 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever... 

•  •  • 

16 

1 

6 

5 

3 

I 

Whooping-cough 

•  •  • 

6 

4 

2 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

4 

Croup  ... 

•  •  • 

Typhus 

•  •  • 

Fever  > 

Enteric 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

2 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

Plague 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

12 

8 

3 

1 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

T4 

1 1 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

%  •  • 

3 

I 

2 

Erysipelas 

.  • 

2 

1 

I 

Other  septic  diseases... 

4 

1 

2 

I 

Phthisis 

•  •  • 

45 

4 

1 1 

29 

I 

Other  tubercular 

di- 

seases 

•  •  • 

24 

4 

10 

4 

I 

5 

Cancer,  malignant 

di- 

sease 

•  •  • 

49 

I 

34 

14 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

33 

1 1 

4 

1 

5 

12 

Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  • 

49 

14 

10 

2 

2 

13 

8 

Pleurisy 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

Q 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

•  •  • 

9 

O 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

•  • 

27 

27 

Diseases  and  accidents 

■  | 

of  parturition 

•  •  • 

3 

I 

2 

Heart  diseases 

•  •  • 

64 

4 

1 

3i 

28 

Accidents 

•  •  • 

20 

3 

6 

2 

7 

2 

Suicides 

•  •  • 

5 

* 

4 

1 

All  other  causes 

•  •  • 

246 

81 

15 

8 

8 

5° 

84 

All  causes 

•  •  • 

653 

'73 

62 

40 

30 

196 

152 
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King  s  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Green  reports  :  — 

A  very  low  nett  Death-rate  (10*2)  and  Infantile  Mortality  (98) 
for  such  a  populous  district,  which  he  largely  attributes  to  the 
absence  of  either  extreme  cold  or  heat  combined  with  a  plentiful 
supply  of  rain.  The  almost  complete  abolition  of  the  privy  midden 
has  purified  (the)  atmosphere  and  destroyed  the  microbe-laden  fly 
of  one  of  its  chief  resorts  and  sources  of  contamination  which  it  no 
doubt  carries  to  exposed  food  such  as  milk  and  meat. 

“  The  most  marked  reductions  in  the  preventable  diseases 
“  were  in  the  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  there  being  only  5  deaths  against 
“  13  in  1902.  Whooping  Cough,  6  against  17,  and  Typhoid  Fever, 
“  1  against  7.” 

“  There  were  several  threatened  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  (10 
“  cases,  1  death),  but  prompt  measures  nipped  them  in  the  bud. 
“  None  of  the  patients  were  tramps.’’ 

Vaccination  is  well  carried  out  in  the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  again  been  prevalent  (399  cases,  16  deaths), 
and  was  of  a  rather  severe  type,  most  parts  of  the  district  being 
affected.  A  small  epidemic  occurred  in  the  Bartley  Green  District 
connected  with  the  school,  17  cases  being  notified  .  .  .  “The 
“  chief  cause  of  the  wide  spread  .  .  is  the  occurrence  of  so  many 

“  mild  atypical  cases  which  are  only  discovered  after  they  have 
“  been  going  about  for  weeks,  if  indeed  they  are  discovered  at  all.” 

One  householder  was  fined  for  failing  to  notify  the  disease. 

The  decrease  of  Diphtheria  is  attributed  to  the  enforcement 
of  isolation,  the  almost  universal  local  use  of  bacterial  diagnosis,  and 
the  bacterial  examination  of  pupils  with  sore  throats  in  schools  where 
the  disease  has  shown  itself. 

Dr.  Green  made  164  bacterial  examinations  in  the  laboratory 
at  West  Heath,  of  which  8  (Widals’  Test)  were  for  Typhoid  Fever 
and  154  for  Diphtheria. 

Authority  has  been  given  to  call  in  a  Veterinary  Surgeon 
in  any  cases  of  doubtful  animal  diseases,  where  it  was  considered 
necessary  in  connection  with  tuberculous  milk  and  meat. 
Examination  of  samples  of  milk  “  by  an  expert,  for  Tubercle  bacilli  ,y 
is  advocated. 

The  appointment  of  a  Special  Medical  Officer  to  advise  the 
King’s  Norton  Council  (who  are  also  the  Local  Elementary  Educa¬ 
tional  Authority)  “on  all  matters  connected  with  the  health  of  the 
“  children  and  the  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  schools  ”  is  advocated ; 
because  “  in  this  way  very  good  work  is  done  in  preventing  the  spread 
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King's  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District. 

u  of  many  non-notifiable  infectious  skin  diseases  which  are  often  so 
u  prevalent. 

“  Another  advantage  is  that  absentees  who  are  supposed  to 
“  be  ill,  but  are  not  attended  by  a  doctor  can  be  visited  and  their 
u  fitness  for  School  reported  on. 

“  The  important  matters  of  defective  sight  and  hearing  and 
u  feeble-minded  children  need  urgent  inquiry.” 

A  loan  of  ,£5,500  for  improvements  and  extensions  at  the 
Hospital  has  been  agreed  to,  and  “  two  blocks  (1  for  Diphtheria,  and 
“  the  other  as  an  observation  block)  ”  are  to  be  built  at  once — as  well 
as  additional  bath-room  and  new  steam  laundry.  Gas  will  supersede 
Petroleum  for  lighting. 

At  the  “  Holly-rood  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,”  23  patients  (1 
death)  were  treated,  viz.,  10  from  King’s  Norton,  12  from  Yardley, 
and  1  from  Solihull  Districts.. 

“  Bartley  Green  drainage  is  much  as  it  was  (last  year),  but 
u  the  main  sewer  is  to  be  started  very  soon.” 

It  is  reported  that  “  the  small  ozier  bed  which  takes  the 
“  Rednall  sewage  does  not  now  allow  crude  sewage  to  enter  the 
u  stream.” 

When  the  Report  was  made,  no  final  agreement  had  been 
made  between  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  the  District  Council  as  to  the 
effluent  from  the  mills.  This  has,  however,  now  been  settled,  and 
the  pollution  of  the  Rea,  so  long  caused  by  refuse  from  Lifford 
paper  mills  will  now  cease. 

A  good  deal  of  Slop  Sewage  is  said  to  enter  the  river  at 
Rubery ;  so  it  is  intended  to  inspect  the  upper  reaches  of  the  stream 
shortly. 


The  Slaughter-houses  and  Canal  Boats  have  now  been  regu¬ 
larly  inspected  for  the  first  time,  and  much  attention  has  evidently 
been  given  to  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  all  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops,  and  Bakehouses.  136  samples  have  been  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Staff  has  been  increased,  and  is  said  to  have 
done  its  duty  thoroughly. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban  District. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
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Lye  and  fVollescote  Urban  District. 
TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

| 65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Small-pox 

•  • 

Measles 

•  • 

5 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Whooping-cough 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

I 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

# 

branous  croup 

•  •  • 

Croup  ... 

•  •  • 

j  Typhus 

•  •  • 

Fever  <  Enteric 

•  •  • 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

•  •  • 

6 

I 

4 

I 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

Plague... 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

10 

8 

2 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

7 

6 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis 

•  •  • 

6 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Other  tubercular 

di- 

seases 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 

di- 

sease. .. 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

15 

IC 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

1 1 

3 

I 

I 

3 

3 

Pleurisy 

•  •  • 

Other  diseases  ol  Kes- 

piratory  organs 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

•  •  • 

1 

« 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

Premature  Birth 

•  •  • 

14 

14 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases... 

•  •  • 

9 

I 

I 

2 

5 

Accidents 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

2 

Suicides 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Convulsions  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

All  other  causes... 

•  •  • 

58 

16 

2 

6 

3 

1 5 

16 

All  causes 

•  •  • 

177 

7i 

20 

9 

6 

37 

34 

95 

Lye  and  Wollescote  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Darby  reports:  — 

A  high  Birth-rate  (3>7'o)  and  Infantile  Mortality  (171).  The 
former  is  of  course  satisfactory;  and  the  latter  is  to  be  deplored. 
The  paragraph  in  an  early  part  of  this  Report  on  “  Infantile  Mor¬ 
tality,”  (p.  30),  refers  to  this  excessive  rate  and  to  the  “  day  nursery  ” 
established  at  The  Lye. 

Measles  has  been  very  prevalent,  and  necessitated  the  closing 
of  Lye  National  (Infant  Department),  Orchard  Lane  (Infant  Depart¬ 
ment),  and  Cemetery  Road  (Infant  Department)  Schools. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  Typhoid  Fever — at  one 
time  endemic- — is  apparently  gradually  dying  out — last  year,  1  case 
was  reported,  as  compared  with  5  cases  in  1902,  and  24  in  1901. 
W.C.’s  are  becoming  more  common,  and  the  “  house  drain  con¬ 
nections,”  with  the  sewers,  are  now  completed,  so  there  is  less 
likelihood  of  soil  pollution. 

Some  Factories  and  Workshops  have  insufficient  privy  ac¬ 
commodation  for  the  two  sexes. 

There  are  still  Slaughter-houses  not  in  conformity  with  the 
bye-laws. 

One  or  two  Cowsheds  have  bad  drainage,  otherwise  they  are 
said  to  be  in  a  fairly  sanitary  condition. 

As  the  “  Stourbridge  and  Halesowen  Hospital  Committee  ” 
have  no  means  for  dealing  with  Smallpox  cases,  the  Lye  Councd 
have  been  obliged  to  arrange  with  a  firm  of  Hospital  Tent  makers 
to  hold  a  tent  in  readiness. 
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Malvern  Urban  District. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

5 

I 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever... 

4 

I 

2 

I 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 

1 

I 

branous  croup 

Croup  ... 

1 

I 

f  Typhus 

?ever^  Enteric 

l  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

9 

3 

5 

I 

SCclSCS  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

2 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

8 

O 

9 

Bronchitis 

6 

J 

4 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

2 

I 

1 

3 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

1 

1 

piratory  organs 

1 

I 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

5 

2 

5 

2 

of  parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

19 

I 

1 

8 

9 

Accidents 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

86 

8 

3 

2 

2 

20 

5i 

All  causes 

173 

18 

8 

8 

8 

56 

75 
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Malvern  Urban  District. 


The  birth-rate  (18*5)  and  corrected  death-rate  (97)  are  very 

low. 


Measles  was  prevalent  (5  deaths)  and  necessitated  the  closure 
of  5  Schools. 

Scarlatina  (72  cases,  4  deaths)  was  also  prevalent,  and  of 
somewhat  severe  type.  Dissemination  of  the  disease  was  due  to  per¬ 
sonal  infection;  and  probably  undetected  mild  cases  assisted  in  the 
distribution. 

Much  has  lately  been  done  to  improve  inferior  cottages. 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  with  the  abolition  of  old  brick 

sewers. 

Many  hand-flushed  w.c.’s  (130)  have  been  provided  with 
flushing  tanks. 

A  new  Refuse  Destructor  has  been  provided. 

The  town  is  now  abundantly  supplied  with  water. 

The  Lodging  House,  Slaughter-houses  and  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  are  well  kept. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops.  An  underground  bakehouse  has  been  so  much  improved  that 
a  license  has  now  been  granted. 
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Oldbury  Urban  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 
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under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 
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2 
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Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 
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Oldbury  Urban  District. 
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Dr.  Buttery  reports:  — 

A  high  birth-rate  (35*6),  nett  death-rate  (i7'3)  and  infantile 
mortality  (186). 

It  should  not  however  be  forgotten  that  Oldbury  is  a 
populous  artizan  town,  and  that  the  “  nett  death-rate  ”  includes  34 
deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  at  West  Bromwich 
Workhouse,  and  in  the  Birmingham  General  and  Queen’s  Hospitals. 
If  these  34  are  excluded  the  death-rate  for  1903  (i5'6)  is  lower  than 
the  rate — calculated  on  the  same  basis — of  either  of  the  10  previous 
years.  This  is  a  source  of  congratulation. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  excessive  “  infantile  mortality  ”  in 
my  paragraph  on  this  question  (p.  30  )  in  an  earlier  part  of  this 

report. 

An  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  at  Langley  in  the  autumn, 
“  but  it  did  not  gain  much  hold.” 

Two  cases  of  Smallpox  were  removed  to  Smethwick  Hospital 
— one  was  traceable  to  a  Birmingham  outbreak,  but  the  other  was  not 
traceable. 

There  was  a  continuance  of  the  1902  epidemic  of  Scarlatina  : 
170  cases  (7  deaths)  were  notified,  but  it  “was  not  of  a  very  fatal 
“  type.”  All  patients  were  treated  at  their  own  homes. 

The  district  continues  to  experience  great  immunity  from 
Diphtheria. 

Fourteen  of  the  34  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  treated  at 
the  Newbury  Lane  Hospital,  and  the  benefits  of  the  Hospital  treat¬ 
ment  were  clearly  shown. 

The  Sanitary  Committee,  with  their  Officials,  made  a  special 
inspection  of  all  the  Slaughter-houses,  and  the  owners  of  some  of 
these  places  were  subsequently  required  to  carry  out  improvements. 
The  new  Knackers-yard  and  Slaughter-house  in  Birchfield  Lane  “  has 
“been  built  on  the  latest  scientific  principles”;  and  “the  Committee 
“  were  highly  pleased  with  the  arrangements.” 

The  working  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts  is  pro¬ 
ceeding  smoothly  and  to  the  well-being  of  all  concerned. 

Although  some  of  the  bakehouses  are  not  as  satisfactory  as 
could  be  wished,  yet  great  improvements  have  been  made. 

The  cow-sheds  have  been  vastly  improved,  being  cleaner, 
larger  and  better  ventilated. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  sewering  the  district,  the 
scheme  for  Warley  District  approaching  completion.  As  the  Warley 
sewage  is  to  be  pumped  to  the  works  in  Rowav  Lane,  the  Council 
have  given  an  undertaking  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  submit 
a  scheme  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  these  works  to  the 
Board. 

Night-soil  removal  has  been  carried  out  “in  a  fairly  satisfac- 
“  tory  manner  ”  by  the  Contractors,  and  the  reconstruction  of  many 
(93  converted  to  w.c.’s)  of  the  privies  facilitates  the  removal  of  refuse. 
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Redditch  Urban  Distriff. 
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Redditch  Urban  District. 
TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total  I 
Deaths  in 
Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Institu- 

under 

5. 

under 

15. 

under 

25. 

under 

65. 

up¬ 

wards. 

tions 
in  the 
District. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever... 

3 

I 

2 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 
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3 

3 

branous  croup 

Croup  ... 

j  Typhus 
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2 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
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Plague 

Diarrhoea 
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1 

Enteritis 
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I 
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Erysipelas 

1 
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Other  septic  diseases... 

2 

1 

I 

Phthisis 
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16 
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1 
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piratory  organs 
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1 

1 
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Diseases  and  accidents 
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12 
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Heart  diseases 
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4 

Accidents 
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1 

Suicides 
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6 
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8 
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2 

All  other  causes 
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14 

All  causes 
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14 
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Redditch  Urban  District. 


Dr.  Stevenson  reports:  — 

A  fairly  high  birth-rate  (28*8),  a  low  “nett  death-rate  (13*1) 
“and  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  (135)  recorded  for  10  years.” 

The  District  experienced  considerable  immunity  from  Small¬ 
pox  (no  case),  Measles,  Diphtheria  (1  case),  and  Typhoid  Fever  (8 
cases) ;  but  it  was  visited  by  Whooping  Cough  (6  deaths)  and  an 
epidemic  of  Scarlatina  (140  cases,  3  deaths)  of  a  mild  type,  112 
houses  being  infected.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of  the  cases  were 
promptly  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  procedure,  it  is 
stated,  “  prevented  a  regular  flare-up  of  Scarlatina  in  the  district.” 
“  A  saving  of  young  life  ”  and  “  no  interference  with  the  education 
“  of  the  children  of  the  town  ”  or  “  with  the  wage-earning  of  the 
“mothers”  were  also  results  of  this  Hospital  isolation. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  said  to  be 
“undoubtedly  improving.”  “Drainage  of  the  various  premises  has 
“  been  well  looked  after  ”  and  “  all  the  new  houses  were  provided 
“with  w.c.’s  properly  flushed.” 

Instructions  have  been  given  for  carrying  a  main  sewer  across 
to  the  Ipsley  Sewage  Farm. 

There  are  only  29  “middens”  left,  but  “pail  closets”  are 
still  too  numerous,  which  “  can  only  be  present  at  the  risk  of  the 
“  health  of  the  inhabitants.”  Many  water-closets  are  not  fitted  with 
proper  flushing  tanks. 

Much  carelessness  is  often  displayed  in  the  way  the  cow-sheds 
are  kept  and  ventilated,  the  milk  stored,  and  the  vessels  cleansed,  in 
spite  of  the  “  Regulations  ”  having  been  circulated  among  the  milk- 
sellers. 


Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  Factories  and  Workshops, 
.and  the  whole  of  them  (and  they  are  many)  will  have  been  visited 
by  January,  1904. 

Seventeen  samples  of  food  were  submitted  for  analysis,  but 
only  one  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  adulterated. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Stourbridge  Urban  District. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
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Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

ages. 

Under 
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Whooping-cough 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

•  •  • 
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•  •  • 
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Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Enteritis 
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2 
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Erysipelas 
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I 

I 

Phthisis 
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24 

2 

I 
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15 

6 

9 

Bronchitis 
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I 

8 

16 

Pneumonia 
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6 

2 

1 

I 

2 

Pleurisy 
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2 
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piratory  organs 
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1 

1 
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1 
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Heart  diseases... 
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107 

Stourbridge  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Wilberforce  Freer  reports  : — • 

That  the  district  was  practically  free  from  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  during  the  year.  Since  the  Report 
was  presented,  however,  a  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  has  occurred. 

Scarlatina  was  less  prevalent  last  year  (39  cases,  2  deaths), 
than  in  1902  (96  cases,  6  deaths). 

Formalin  is  used  for  disinfecting,  and  the  infected  bedding 
and  clothing  are  sent  to  the  Hospital  for  disinfection  by  Super¬ 
heated  Steam. 

An  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Act,  and  with  respect  to  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds,  Lodging  Houses  and  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
is  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report. 

No  less  than  15  cases  of  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Fourteen  houses  were  closed,  and  4  previously  closed  by 
order  of  the  Magistrates,  were  repaired  and  re-opened.  74.  houses 
for  artizans  were  built,  which  is  double  the  number  erected  in  any 
one  of  the  past  6  years.  As  the  “  Housing  Scheme  ”  has  fallen 
through,  this  is  satisfactory. 

The  bye-laws  are  being  revised. 

The  antipathy  previously  shown  to  <f  four-mark  ”  Vaccination 
is  declining. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Stourport  Urban  Distrift. 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  population. 

(a)  Arrived  at  by  deducting  from  Col.  7,  Deaths  in  Col.  10,  and  adding  those  in  Col.  11. 
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Stourport  Urban  Distriff. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
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Public 

Causes  of  Death. 
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ages. 
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Slourport  Urban  District. 

Dr.  Robinson  reports:' — 

That  if  the  Council  would  co-operate  with  the  Friendly 
Societies  of  the  District  and  the  Guardians  in  maintaining  a  bed  or 
two  at  the  Worcestershire  Consumption  Sanatorium,  there  would  be 
no  lack  of  patients. 

The  Council  now  pay  for  the  bacteriological  examinations 
of  patients  convalescent  from  Diphtheria,  before  releasing  them  from 
isolation. 

Scarlatina  (io8  cases,  i  death),  of  a  mild  type  was  epidemic 
among  children  during  the  year,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  the 
National  Schools.  The  causes  of  the  outbreak  were  school  influences. 
Carelessness  on  the  part  of  parents,  imperfect  disinfection,  and 
“  return  cases. ”  To  lessen  the  spread,  mutual  co-operation  between 
the  School  Managers  and  the  Council,  rigorous  dealing  of  careless 
parents,  and  efficient  disinfection,  are  advised.  89  of  the  108 
cases  were  treated  at  the  Kidderminster  Hospital,  at  a  cost  of  over 
,£1,000  (a  rate  of  1/9).  As  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  advantages 
obtained  are  equivalent  to  this  heavy  expenditure,  it  has  been 
decided  for  the  future  only  to  send  very  exceptional  cases  (see  Para¬ 
graph  on  Scarlatina,  p.  21). 

The  bye-laws  with  regard  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,,  issued 
in  1900,  have  not  been  enforced.  General  Sanitary  bye-laws  were 
discussed,  but  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman,  not  adopted. 

The  butchers  have  declined  to  use  an  abattoir  even  if  erected  : 
although  the  majority  of  the  Slaughter-houses  are  close  to  dwellings 
and  a  nuisance. 

Most  of  the  Bakehouses  are  not  as  clean  as  they  ought  to 
be,  and  2'  are  structurally  objective. 

It  was  impossible  to  carry  out  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act,  owing  to  extra  work  entailed  by  the  epidemic  of  Scarlatina. 

The  Kidderminster  Sewage  is  still  a  source  of  nuisance  when 
sewage  is  deposited  on  land  adjacent  to  the  district,  although  not  so 
pronounced  this  year  as  heretofore. 

The  Sewerage  is  practically  the  same  as  when  reported  upon 
to  the  County  Council  in  1893.  The  Local  Government  Board  have, 
however,  sanctioned  a  loan  for  the  purchase  of  land,  and  plans  of  the 
proposed  scheme  are  now  under  their  consideration. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  177  houses,  between  October 
1st  (when  he  was  appointed),  and  the  end  of  1903,  “  and  of 
“these,  only  2  were  apparently  in  a  satisfactory  condition.” 

Drain  testing  appliances  are  urgently  needed. 

The  privy  midden  system,  rightly  designated  a  “  disgusting 
method  of  excrement  disposal  ”  still  prevails,  and,  it  is  asserted,  “  is 
“  responsible  for  great  deal  of  sickness.” 

Many  “  back  to  back  ”  houses,  into,  which  “  it  is  impossible 
“ t0  get  a  proper  supply  of  sunshine  and  fresh  air  ”  are  named,  and 
“  cesspools  constructed  in  honey-comb  brickwork  are  still  built  near 
“to  houses,  though  it  is  contrary  to  the  bye-laws.” 

River  pollution  continues  unabated. 
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Bromsgrove  Rural  Distriff. 
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Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 
TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
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5  and 
under 
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under 
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under 
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Other  tubercular  di- 

13 

13 

seases 

4 

2 
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6 
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1 
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2 
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2 

Heart  diseases 
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All  causes 
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•s 

6 

51 

66 

1 
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Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Coaker  reports:  — 

Two  imported  cases  of  Smallpox;  and  that  neither  Diphtheria 
(7  cases)  nor  Typhoid  Fever  (2  cases)  was  prevalent. 

Eighty-three  cases  (2  deaths)  of  Scarlatina,  mostly  of  mild 
type,  occurred,  and  the  two  deaths  assumed  the  malignant  type  which 
used  to  decimate  the  country  in  former  days.  During  1902  and  1903 
this  disease  has  swept  across  the  whole  district  from  south  to  north. 
The  54  cases  removed  to  hospital  were  “  undoubtedly  benefited 
“  by  that  institution.'’ 

Every  part  of  the  district  has  been  visited,  and  many  defects 
(mainly  caused  by  old  privy  middens)  either  have  been,  or  are  being, 
remedied.  “  The  slop  drainage  in  Belbroughton  is  not  satisfactory. 
“  Here  the  house  drains  empty  themselves  directly  into  the  road 
“  drains,  which  in  turn  discharge  directly  into  the  brook  running 
“  through  the  village.  This  must  cause  a  certain  amount  of  pollution 
“  of  the  brook,  and  would  become  a  similar  nuisance  to  the  one  which 
“  existed  at  Alvechurch  if  it  were  not  for  “  the  fact  that  a  good  head 
“of  water  is  maintained  in  the  Belbroughton  Brook.” 

Alvechurch  sewerage  scheme  is  now  completed,  and  schemes 
for  Clent,  Holy  Cross,  Hagley,  and  Blakedown  are  now  being  laid 
down. 


The  refuse  disposal  of  Aston  Fields  has  been  remodelled,  and 
is  working  well. 

The  removal  of  consumptive  patients  to  Sanatoria  is  advo¬ 
cated.  A  man  employed  as  scythe  grinder  died  of  “  grinders’  rot  ” 
(Phthisis). 

“Smithies  (Factories  Act),  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses  and 
“  Cow-sheds  have  been  inspected,  and  dealt  with  as  required. 


Droitwiclo  Rural  District 
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(a)  Arrived  at  by  deducting  from  Col.  7,  Deaths  in  Col.  10,  and  ad  ding  those  in  Col.  11. 
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Droitwich  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
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Public 
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tions 
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Droitwich  Rural  District. 
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Dr.  Wilkinson  reports:  — 

That  only  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  and  that 
the  District  was  quite  free  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

Measles,  prevalent  at  Salwarpe  and  Stoke  Works,  necessitated 
the  closure  of  the  local  Schools. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  (68  cases,  i  death) 
Wilden  Schools  were  closed  in  April.  Some  of  the  cases  were  so 
mild,  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  them,  and  no  medical  man  con¬ 
sulted  until  “  peeling  ”  had  occurred ;  these  have  been  fertile 
sources  of  dissemination  of  the  disease. 

The  water-supply  at  Earl’s  Common  is,  as  previously  re¬ 
ported  ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  a  feasible  method  of  dealing 
with  the  present  unsatisfactory  condition  may  be  brought  before  the 
Council. 

A  sewerage  scheme  for  Omberslev  appears  to  be  blocked,  as 
difficulties  have  occurred  in  obtaining  an  outfall.  “  Should  this  fall 
“  through,  the  whole  matter  will  require  to  be  reconsidered  afresh,  and 
“  dealt  with.” 

There  are  2  Factories  and  45  Workshops  in  the  District. 
These  have  been  inspected ;  and  insanitary  conditions  found,  have 
been  dealt  with. 

Sixty-two  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  and  five  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  Act  dealt  with. 

The  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  have  also  been  inspected,  but 
“  to  be  registered  as  a  Cowkeeper,  Dairyman,  or  Purveyor  of  Milk  is 
“all  that  is  required  .  .  by  the  Droitwich  Rural  District  Council.” 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Evesham  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 
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Three  separate  outbreaks  (3  cases)  of  Smallpox  occurred,  and 
two  of  them  were  tramps. 

The  District  was  very  free  from  Scarlatina  (9  cases,  1  death), 
Diphtheria  (1  case),  and  Typhoid  Fever  (o  case). 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Badsey  and  Broadway  are  under  con¬ 
sideration.  In  the  former  the  Local  Government  Board  require  clay 
land  (in  addition  to  bacterial  treatment  of  the  sewage)  to  be  used,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  their  own  chief  officials  have  signed  a  report  on 
sewage  disposal,  showing  that  such  land  is  “  unsuitable/’  New- 
sewers  have  been  laid  at  Atch  Lench  and  Littleton. 

It  is  emphasized,  that  if  bacterial  sewage  filters  are  to  bemused, 
surface  water  must  be  excluded,  and  the  filters  be  constructed  in 
duplicate,  to  “  rest  ”  them,  otherwise  they  would  be  ineffective. 

The  Evesham  Villages  Water  scheme  still  continues  to  be  a 
great  success  ;  indeed,  so  popular  has  it  become  that  with  27  excep¬ 
tions  all  houses  within  reach  of  the  mains  are  now  connected. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  and  Factories 
and  Workshops  are  reported  upon. 
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Feckenham  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


1 2 1 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 

15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 

Croup  ... 

f  Typhus 

Aver  Enteric 

I 

I 

1  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

1 

I 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

4 

4 

seases  ...  ... 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease  ...  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

6 

I 

I 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

1 

I 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  \ 
Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

2 

2 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

7 

I 

3 

3 

Accidents 

Suicides 

2 

2 

i 

All  other  causes 

34 

4 

I 

9 

20 

All  causes 

70 

9 

3 

I 

3 

26 

28 
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Feckenham  Rural  District. 

The  general  death-rate  (12*6)  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  many 
years.  Consumption,  due  to  factory  influences,  is  prevalent. 

Only  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  i  of  Typhoid  Fever  were 
notified ;  but  “  dropping  ”  cases  (25)  of  Scarlatina,  of  a  miid  type 
occurred  during  the  year. 

The  drainage  of  Hunt’s  End  and  Crabb’s  Cross  has  not  been 
dealt  with,  owing  to  the  heavily  rated  condition  of  Feckenham  parish, 
associated  with  other  sanitary  schemes  which  have  been  carried  out. 

Astwood  Bank  is  now  supplied  with  waterworks,  and  the  wells 
are  to  be  analyzed  seriatim  in  order  that  those  polluted  may  be  closed, 
and  wholesome  water  be  laid  on. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  and  Factories 
and  Workshops  have  been  inspected.  Notices  with  regard  to  the 
defective  excrement  disposal  of  several  factories  have  been  served. 


The  whole  of  the  new  byelaws  are  now  being  printed. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


Halesowen  Rural  District 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  population. 

(a)  Arrived  at  by  deducting  from  Col.  7,  Deaths  in  Col.  10,  and  adding  those  in  Col. 


124 


Halesowen  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu-  • 
tions  in 
the 

1  District. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

23 

8 

15 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

7 

6 

I 

Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

4 

2 

1 

I 

Croup  . 

J  Typhus 

Fever  <  Enteric 

1 

I 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

1 

I 

Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

7 

6 

1 

Enteritis 

29 

23 

r* 

5 

I 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

I 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis 

20 

3 

I 

2 

H 

Other  tubercular  di- 

seases 

8 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

8 

5 

3 

Bronchitis 

5i 

18 

14 

1 

6 

12 

Pneumonia  ... 

17 

6 

5 

I 

I 

3 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j  **’ 

4 

2 

2  j 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

14 

14 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

30 

I 

14 

15 

Accidents 

4 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Suicides 

2 

1 

1 

Malignant  pustule  ... 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

1 50 

62 

T4 

2 

8 

19 

45 

All  causes 

386 

140 

70 

IO 

13 

70 

83 
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Halesowen  Rural  District. 


Dr.  Brett  Young  reports:  — 

That  the  district  has  been  peculiarly  favoured  with  regard 
to  Smallpox — no  case  having  occurred,  although  the  disease  appeared 
in  adjoining  districts.  He  expresses  regret  that  no  provision  exists 
for  isolation. 

Only  io  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup,  and 
n  of  Typhoid  Fever,  were  notified. 

Seventy-six  cases  of  Scarlatina  (7  deaths)  occurred.  There 
has  been  a  steady  decline  of  Scarlatina  during  the  past  3  years,  due 
to  a  large  number  of  cases  having  been  isolated.  It  is  mentioned 
that  some  cases  of  a  mild  nature  are  not  detected. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  (23  deaths),  at  Hasbury,  Halesowen, 
Hawne  and  Hill  is  the  subject  of  a  Special  Report. 

The  House  Accommodation  is  said  to  be  “  ample  ”  and 
“  building  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  to  the  point  of  more 
“than  meeting  the  demand.” 

“  Every  endeavour  is  made  where  sewers  exist,  and  water  is 
“  available  to  provide  w.c.  accommodation,  and  also  to  substitute 
“  w.c.’s  for  privy  middens  in  connection  with  old  houses,”  but  the 
“  old  fashioned  privy  midden  which  still  exists  is  to  a  very  great 
“  extent,  a  standing  menace  to  the  health  of  people  in  populous 
“  localities.’’ 

The  Water-supply  is  considered  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
district,  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Factories  and  Workshops  Acts  are  carried  out,  and  less 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
to  comply  with  the  regulations. 


126 


H 

o 

I — I 


H 


PQ 

C  o 


& 

o 
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Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

;  25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

4 

3 

I 

Scarlet  Fever... 

4 

2 

2 

Whooping-cough 

1 

I 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

hranous  croup 

Croup  ... 

j  Typhus 

Fever  <  Enteric 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

1 

I 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

5 

3 

I 

I 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 

Phthisis 

7 

I 

6 

Other  tubercular  di- 

seases  ...  ... 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease  ...  ... 

4 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

9 

2 

1 

I 

3 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

1 1 

1 

7 

3 

Accidents 

5 

2 

3 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Murder 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malform- 

ation 
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All  other  causes 

52 

1 

2 

I 

12 

3i 

All  causes 
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23 
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7 

7  ; 

34 

46 
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Kidderminster  Rural  Distribl. 


Dr.  Addenbrooke  reports  :  — 

That  Measles  was  prevalent  at  Arley,  Wolverley,  Cookley  and 
Stowe,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  local  schools. 

103  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  and  4  of  them  died 
at  the  Infectious  Hospital.  Generally,  the  cases  were  very  mild,  and 
sometimes  not  recognised  till  in  a  peeling  stage. 

56  cases  were  removed  to  the  Borough  Hospital;  but  removal 
is  not  ordered  when  proper  means  for  isolation  are  available,  except 
in  cases  of  shops,  or  where  there  is  special  danger  to  the  inmates  of 
the  house. 

Various  parts  of  the  district  as  well  as  the  Bakehouses,  and 
Slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  visited.  The  Water-supply  is 
said  to  be  well  maintained. 

No  action  has  been  necessary'  under  the  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  Act. 

In  Whitville,  Sutton  Common  and  Foley  Park,  the  provision 
of  proper  means  for  efficient  drainage  is  greatly  needed.  It  is  believed 
that  the  Borough  Authorities  have  signified  their  willingness  to  receive 
this  sewage,  if  terms  can  be  agreed  upon. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Martley  Rural  District. 
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Martley  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 

Ca.uses  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in 

whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever .. . 

2 

I 

I 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

I 

I 

Croup  ... 

2 

I 

I 

(  Typhus 

Fever  <  Enteric 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

I 

I 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 

4 

I 

2 

I 

Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

10 

I 

I 

7 

I 

seases 

4 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease... 

s 

3 

2 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

7 

I 

3 

I 

1 

I 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

3 

3 

Alcoholism  j 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

4 

2 

2 

Venereal  diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

13 

13 

of  parturition 

3 

3 

Heart  diseases... 

27 

1 

1 1 

15 

Accidents 

Suicides 

2 

2 

Senile  Decay  ... 

12 

12 

Nephritis  and  Brights’ 
Obstruction  of 

8 

6 

2 

Intestines  ... 

3 

2 

I 

Diseases  of  Stomach... 

1 

1 

All  other  causes . 

26 

8 

9 

9 

All  causes 

150 

30 

12 

8 

2 

5i 

47 

Martky  Rural  District. 


Dr.  Greensill  reports: — • 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  St.  Johns,  Knightwick,  Martley  and 
Astley,  and  Whooping  Cough  at  Alfrick  and  Knightwick,  and 
necessitated  the  closing  of  these  schools. 

The  district  was  free  from  Typhoid  Fever  (3  cases)  and 
Diphtheria  (13  cases). 

No  special  means  are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Con¬ 
sumption,  so  he  recommends  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  be  instructed 
to  offer  to  disinfect  any  houses  where  deaths  from  Phthisis  occur. 

Scarlatina  (81  cases,  2  deaths)  has  again  been  very  prevalent 
— 24  cases  were  removed  to  the  Worcester,  Malvern  and  Kidder¬ 
minster  Hospitals.  But  at  one  time  the  Hospital  Authorities  at 
Malvern  and  Worcester  refused  to  take  cases  owing  to  their  inability 
to  do  so. 

There  is  no  apparatus  for  disinfecting  bedding  and  clothing, 
which  has  probably  been  responsible  in  some  cases  for  the  recurrence 
of  Scarlatina  in  some  parishes  where  it  appeared  to  have  died  out. 

The  new  Sanitary7  Inspector  (Mr.  Inskip),  who  is  a  complete 
stranger  to  the  District,  has  been  so  occupied  with  dealing  with 
infectious  diseases  and  the  routine  inspection  of  Bakehouses,  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  and  Workshops  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  find  time 
for  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  District. 

At  5  of  the  99  Workshops,  insanitary  conditions  were  found. 

An  inspection  of  the  accommodation  provided  for  hop-pickers 
has  again  been  made,  and  some  cases  of  deficiency  have  been 
reported. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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Newent  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes). 


Deaths  at  all  Ages. 
Nett. 

Rate.* 

13 

Number. 

(a) 

12 

Deaths 

of 

residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
beyond 
the 

District. 

11 

Deaths  of 
Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

10 
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in 
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tions. 
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Ages.  Total. 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  population. 

(a)  Arrived  at  by  deducting  from  Col.  7,  Deaths  in  Col.  10,  and  adding  those  in  Col.  11. 
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Newent  Rural  District  (  Worcestershire  Parishes'). 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever ... 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 
Croup  .  .. 

f  Typhus 
Fever  ^  Enteric 

l  Other  continuec 
Epidemic  influenza  .. 
Cholera 
Plague... 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases.. 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di¬ 
seases 
Cancer,  malignant  di¬ 
sease 

Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  ( 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 


All 

ages. 


Under 

1. 


All  other  causes 


All  causes 


1  and 
under 
5. 


5  and 
under 
15. 


2 

2 

3 


16 


15  and 
under 
25. 


25  and 
under 
65. 


65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 


Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
District. 


2 

I 

I 


10 
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Newent  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes ). 

Dr.  Marshall  reports:  — 

That  6  cases  of  Scarlatina  occurred  in  the  Worcester¬ 
shire  part  of  the  district,  which  only  includes  the  parishes  of  Red- 
marley  and  Staunton. 

Vaccination  is  efficiently  performed. 


TABLE  I. 

FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


Pershore  Rural  District. 
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Per  shore  Rural  District. 
TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Total 
Deaths  in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

6 

2 

4 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

2 

2 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 

1 

1 

branous  croup 

Croup  ... 

1 

I 

1  Typhus 

Kever  <  Enteric 

(  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague... 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

3 

2 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

10 

TO 

seases 

2 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

1 1 

9 

2 

Bronchitis 

13 

3 

1 

9 

Pneumonia  ... 

14 

2 

I 

I 

3 

7 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

1 

1 

piratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  )  *” 

Venereal  diseases 

7 

1 

2 

Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

2 

2 

of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

15 

I 

7 

7 

Accidents 

10 

4 

I 

3 

2 

Suicides 

1 

1 

• 

All  other  causes 

73 

9 

4 

I 

3 

18 

38 

All  causes 

168 

20 

19 

3 

7 

52 

67 

Pershore  Rural  District. 
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Measles  (6  deaths)  was  prevalent,  and  necessitated  the  closure 
of  Schools  at  Whittington,  Pershore  and  Pinvin. 

Scarlatina  (51  cases,  2  deaths)  was  also  prevalent  in  8  of  the 
40  parishes,  and  consequently  Wick  and  Cropthorne  Schools  were 
closed.  All  but  one  of  the  patients  \rere  treated  in  the  Hospital. 
The  spread  of  the  disease  was  due  to  mild  cases  not  coming  under 
medical  supervision  with  consequent  carelessness  of  parents. 

The  Hospital  has  been  greatly  improved ;  but  a  “  Disinfector  ” 
block  is  still  needed. 

The  Sewage  of  Fladbury  is  still  discharged  into  the  Avon. 

An  application  for  a  loan  of  £2, 500  to  sewer  Cropthorne  was 
applied  for,  but  as  stated  at  the  inquiry,  waterworks  were  even  more 
urgently  needed  than  sewerage,  so  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  hung  up  the  sewerage  scheme  to  enable  a  water  scheme  to  be 
prepared.  At  present  it  does  not  seem  practicable  to  provide  water. 

The  sanitation  of  Pershore  is  shown  to  be  defective ;  a  very 
large  number  of  privies  are  cleansed  through  houses.  The  water 
supply  of  the  town  is  polluted.  As  these  questions  have  been  under 
consideration  for  10  years  the  County  Council  are  pressing  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  to  deal  with  them  without  delay. 

Scavenging  of  Pershore  is  advocated. 

The  water  supplies  of  15  parishes  are  known  to  be  polluted  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  a  scheme  to  rectify  this,  is  blocked  owing  to  the 
exorbitant  price  asked  for  the  springs. 

Twelve  of  the  29  houses  in  Bricklehampton  have  had  water 
laid  on  by  the  landlords  by  private  enterprise.  No  opinion  is  ex¬ 
pressed  as  to  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  the  scheme,  as  it  was  not 
submitted  to  the  Council. 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Lodging-houses,  Dairies,  Cow-sheds, 
Factories  and  Workshops  are  reported  upon. 


Rock  Rural  District 
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139 


Rock  Rural  District. 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever... 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  men 
branous  croup 
Croup  ... 

Typhus 
Fever  Enteric 

Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  . 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
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Rock  Rural  District. 


Dr.  Whitaker  reports:  — 

The  death  of  one  child  is  returned  as  that  of  one  whose  birth 
was  not  registered. 

In  relation  to  Infantile  Mortality,  he  writes,  “that  the  most 
“  permanent  improvement  to  be  expected  would  result  from  the  simple 
“teaching  in  our  Elementary  Schools  of  the  value  of  fresh  air, 
“  cleanliness,  suitable  preparation  of  food  and  proper  care  of  infants. 
“  Now  that  the  County  Council — itself  a  sanitary  body — is  the  Educa- 
“  tion  Authority,  we  may  look  to  it  for  the  practical  application  of 
“  such  education. ” 

As  usual,  the  District  has  kept  very  free  from  notifiable  ail¬ 
ments  ;  except  that  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  Scarlatina  (11  cases) 
in  Rock  Parish ;  and  as  the  disease  was  spread  by  school  attendance 
the  Schools  were  closed  for  a  time. 

Isolation  accommodation  for  Smallpox  patients  is  provided. 

The  great  majority  of  the  houses  are  in  a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion,  “  but  a  more  systematic  and  complete  house-to-house  inspection  is 
“  needed.” 

Very  little  is  called  for  in  the  way  of  public  drainage  and 
scavenging. 

There  has  been  little  reason  for  complaint  as  to  quantity  of 
water,  though  in  some  cases  it  has  to  be  carried  considerable  dis¬ 
tances.  As  regards  individual  cottages,  or  even  small  groups,  the 
cost  of  providing  a  better  supply  is  too  great  to  require  owners  to 
provide  it,  or  to  justify  its  provision  at  the  public  cost. 

The  water  of  the  Clows  Top  public  well  has  been  analyzed, 
and  no  evidence  of  pollution  found.  The  nearness  of  the  public 
sewer  to  the  well  does  not  justify  this  source  being  regarded  with 
confidence. 
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Ships ton-on-Siour  Rural  District. 
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Ships  ton-on-Stour  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Findlay  reports:  — 

That  the  vital  statistics  show  a  satisfactory  state  of  general 
health.  The  number  of  births  is  considerably  above  the  average  and 
the  general  death-rate  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  District  was 
formed. 


The  solitary  case  of  Smallpox  (a  tramp)  was  isolated  at  the 
Joint  Hospital  Huts. 

The  Schools  at  Shipston  and  Alderminster  were  closed  on 
account  of  Measles,  and  at  Paxford  on  account  of  Scarlatina. 

The  Joint  Hospital  has  again  been  most  useful. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  Managers  of  Schools  should  have  their 
attention  drawn  to  the  pernicious  habit  many  children  have  of  spitting 
on  their  slates,  as  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis  may  be  spread  in  this  way. 
Sponges,  wrung  out  daily  in  disinfectants,  should  be  supplied  for 
cleaning  slates. 

The  Workshops,  Bakehouses,  &c.,  have  been  inspected. 

The  Shipston  Waterworks  have  proved  quite  satisfactory  ;  76 
houses  have  been  connected  with  the  mains,  and  20  wells  closed, 
during  the  year. 

The  question  of  the  sewerage  of  Shipston  is  now  before  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  complete  scheme 
would  be  beyond  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  parish,  so  Dr.  Findlay 
advises  that  now  that  a  good  water  supply  has  been  provided,  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  a  few  years  than  to  put  in  an  imperfect 
svstem. 

J 


The  Blockley  SeAverage  and  Water  Works  have  again  been 
satisfactory. 

Part  of  the  Paxford  water  mains  have  been  re-arranged.  The 
supply  at  Draycot  is  not  satisfactory,  and  negotiations  are  now  going 
on  to  improve  it. 
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Stow-on-the-Wold  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes). 
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Stow-on-the-Wold  Rural  District  {Worcestershire  Parishes ). 
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Stow-on-the-JVold  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes ). 

Dr.  Moore  reports  :  — 

There  are  only  two  Worcestershire  Parishes  in  this  District, 
viz.,  Davlesford  and  Evenlode. 

Measles  was  epidemic  at  Evenlode  and  necessitated  the 
closure  of  the  Schools. 

“  An  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  whole  district  is  badly 
“  needed.” 
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T enbury  Rural  District. 
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T enbury  Rural  Distrift. 

TABLE  IV. 
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Dr.  Whitaker  reports:  — 

The  death-rate  (12*0)  is  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  past 
28  years. 


That  there  are  byelaws  relating  to  new  buildings,  scavenage, 
nuisances  and  Slaughter-houses  for  the  town  of  Tenbury. 

There  is  a  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  which  proved  its  useful¬ 
ness  last  year  both  as  regards  Tenbury  and  Cleobury ;  but  “  no 
“  accommodation  for  other  infectious  diseases.” 

“  There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  teaching 
“  hygiene,  and  infant  management  in  our  primary  schools.” 

The  year  was  marked  for  comparative  freedom  from  infec¬ 
tious  diseases:  6  of  the  14  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  in  a  private 
school. 


One  of  a  family  of  hawkers  who  arrived  at  the  Workhouse 
in  March  developed  Smallpox,  was  removed  to  the  Hospital  at  Cleo¬ 
bury,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  is  no  means  of  sterilizing  bedding,  &c.,  which  cannot  be 
soaked.  The  houses  generally  are  in  a  very  fair  condition. 

The  main  sewers  at  Tenbury  are  regularly  flushed.  About 
240  houses  in  that  town  are  scavenged  by  Contractors,  “  the  contents 
“  of  the  privies  being  got  out  by  the  tenants.  This  system  is  far  from 
“  being  satisfactory.” 

The  Clee  Hill  water  which  supplies  Tenbury  is  expected  to 
be  available  again  early  in  1 904.  Dr.  Whitaker  advises  the  Council 
“  to  have  the  ‘  dead  ends  ’,  of  which  there  are  several  . 

“  removed,  and  a  flush  through  hydrant  substituted.” 

The  Slaughter-houses,  Bake-houses  and  Workshops  have  been 
inspected  and  steps  taken  to  obtain  necessary  improvements.  A 
Register  of  Workshops  has  not  been  provided  ;but  the  Act  has  little 
application  to  the  District. 
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Tewkesbury  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes ). 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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‘Tewkesbury  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes). 

Dr.  Turner  reports  :  — 

That  there  is  a  very  great  improvement  in  vaccination. 

The  District  has  been  free  from  zymotic  disease,  only  6  cases 
of  Scarlatina  having  been  notified,  of  which  3  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

“  The  villages  of  Bredon,  Bredon’s  Norton,  and  Conderton 
“ .  .  .  have  an  excellent  water-supply  ”  laid  on  from  Bredon  Hill. 

Teddington  is  supplied  from  the  Cotswold  Hills. 

“  The  villages  of  Bredon  and  Overbury  .  .  .  are  now 

“  properly  drained.” 

The  irrigation  land  at  Bredon  is  much  improved. 

A  practically  new  drain  has  been  laid  at  Conderton. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act :  and  to  the  fact  that  “  it  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
“  Council  to  see  to  the  keeping  of  a  Register  of  Workshops.” 
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Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District. 
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Upton-on-Severn  Rural  District, 

Dr.  Cowley  reports:  — 

That  Measles  (2  deaths)  was  prevalent  in  seven  parishes ;  so 
the  Elementary  Schools  were  closed. 

A  tramp  developed  Smallpox  and  was  isolated  at  Milestone 
Cottage.  Vaccination  is  well  kept  up  in  the  District. 

Scarlatina  (88  cases)  was  epidemic  at  Powick  in  December  and 
necessitated  the  closure  of  the  Schools :  85  of  the  cases  were  isolated 
at  Milestone  Cottage,  where  a  double  Hospital  Tent  was  also  erected, 
and  “  answered  very  well.” 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Powick  in  July 
and  August  (6  cases,  1  death). 

A  new  Isolation  Hospital  is  being  built  and  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  in  the  Autumn  of  1904.  The  erection  of  the  small  ward 
block  was  deferred.  The  cost  of  the  other  buildings  are  reported  to 
be  ^4,650 ;  which  includes  an  efficient  disinfector. 

The  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  buildings — which  are  for  the 
use  of  Malvern  Council  also — are  being  removed  to  Welland  Parish. 

The  Cheltenham  Corporation,  in  the  interest  of  their  water- 
supply  (taken  from  the  Severn  at  Tewkesbury),  have  taken  action, 
and  consequently  a  SewTerage  Scheme  for  Upton-on-Sevem,  estimated 
to  cost  ,£4,933,  has  been  prepared.  This  has  received  favourable 
consideration  by  the  District  and  Parish  Councils,  but  the  acquirement 
of  a  site  for  outfall  works  is  causing  some  trouble. 

A  sewTerage  scheme  for  Kempsey,  estimated  to  cost  ,£4,250, 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  approval. 

The  troublesome  subject  of  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  Bar¬ 
racks  Cottages  at  Upper  Broomhall  has  not  yet  been  settled.  It  is 
believed  that  some  modification  of  the  scheme  may  be  found. 

The  Callow  End  and  Pole  Elm  sewerage  scheme  has  been 
finished  :  and  the  Contractor  is  “  supposed  to  have  arrested  . 

“  a  large  leakage  into  the  sewers  .  .  .  (which  occurred)  before 
“  any  drain  was  connected.” 

The  perennial  nuisance  of  Swine’s  Leassow  Ditch  (Powick), 
caused  by  the  sewage  outfall,  has  been  raised  by  those  living  near, 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  adjacent  houses.  The 
wells  in  the  locality  are  contaminated.  This  “  trouble  must  be  again 
“grappled  with  before  long.” 

Hanley  Swan  Sewerage  is  under  consideration,  and  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  have  been  appealed  to  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of 
Guarlford. 

Extension  of  Upton  Workhouse  has  been  suspended  owing  to 
condemnation  of  the  water,  and  “  the  quality  in  many  wells  (in  Upton) 
“  is  known  to  be  bad,”  so  a  water  scheme  is  under  consideration. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work,  the  Inspector  has  been  unable  to 
complete  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Register,  but  this,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  done  during  1904.  There  is  no  underground  bakehouse  nor 
F  actory. 

Slaughter-houses,  Dairies  and  Canal  Boats  are  regularly 
inspected. 
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Winchcombe  Rural  District  {Worcestershire  Parishes). 
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fVinchcombe  Rural  District  (  Worcestershire  Parishes ). 
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Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
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Winchcombe  Rural  District  ( Worcestershire  Parishes). 

Dr.  Cox  reports :  — 

There  is  only  i  Worcestershire  parish  (Cutsdean)  which  has 
been  quite  free  from  infectious  disease. 
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Tardley  Rural  Distrift. 
TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

1  Total 
Deaths  in 
Public 
Institu¬ 
tions  in 
the 

District. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

2 

2 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

3 

3 

Whooping-cough 

2 

I 

I 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 

branous  croup 

H 

II 

3 

Croup  ... 

|  Typhus 

b'ever<  Enteric 

2 

1 

I 

l  Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 

5 

2 

3 

Cholera 

Plague . 

Diarrhoea 

11 

9 

2 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Other  septic  diseases... 

2 

I 

I 

Phthisis 

27 

5 

22 

Other  tubercular  di- 

seases 

1 1 

4 

4 

1 

I 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease 

29 

l6 

13 

Bronchitis 

2X 

5 

1 

1 

8 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

49 

17 

14 

2 

10 

6 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

9 

3 

4 

2 

Alcoholism  ) 

s 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  )  “* 

0 

4 

2 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

Premature  birth 

14 

14 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition 

2 

2 

Heart  diseases 

35 

1 

3 

18 

13 

Accidents  . 

10 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

159 

54 

13 

8 

1 

34 

49 

II 

All  causes 

419 

1 1 1 

57 

18 

9 

125 

99 

12 

Tardley  Rural  District. 
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Dr.  Wilson  reports:  — 

That  the  population  in  187 1  was  5,360,  in  1901,  33,947  and, 
taking  4’  7 3  persons  per  1,000  (the  average  number  by  the  1901 
Census),  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1903,  was  38,500, 
on  which  basis  he  has  estimated  his  statistics. 

The  very  low  nett  Death-rate  (icy8<)  is  in  some  measure  due 
to  the  constant  influx  of  healthy,  active  lives,  more  particularly  of  the 
artizan  class,  and  to  the  consequently  relatively  small  number  of  old 
persons  among  the  population. 

Twelve  non-fatal  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified,  and  although 
the  disease  was  imported  into  9  different  households,  further  spread 
was  prevented,  by  prompt  removal  of  patients  to  Hospital,  by  re,- 
vaccination  of  all  contacts,  and  keeping  them  under  observation  for 
14  days  and  by  attention  to  disinfection,  etc. 

Scarlatina  ( 216  cases,  3  deaths)  of  mild  type  kept  cropping 
up  in  various  parts  of  the  district  during  the  year  and  the  infection 
was  spread  through  attendance  at  School,  “  unsuspected  cases  ”  formed 
“  the  connecting  links  of  infection/7 

Diphtheria  (116  cases,  14  deaths)  kept  cropping  up  during 
the  year,  and  the  infection  was  also  spread  through  attendance  at 
School ;  consequently,  the  College  Road  and  Greet  Schools  were  kept 
closed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

“  The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  are  very  gratifying  and 
“  attest  to  the  continued  healthy  condition  of  the  District.” 

The  question  of  providing  adequate  hospital  accommodation 
is  still  under  consideration,  and  on  the  ground  of  expense  and  for  other 
reasons,  extension  of  the  present  Joint  Hospital,  and  the  admission 
of  Meriden  District  into  the  combination  on  equitable  terms,  is 
advocated. 

He  suggests  “  that  the  best  way  of  solving  the  difficulty 
“  would  be  to  request  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  to  invite  the 
“  Warwickshire  County  Council  to  hold  a  joint  enquiry.” 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  “  on  the  whole  has 
been  well  maintained,”  and  the  drainage  scheme  before  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  effectually  meet  present  difficulties. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  Sanitary  work  carried  out  since 
1873  is  given,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  local  sanitation  in  all  respects 
is  well  up-to-date. 
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Reports  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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There  are  now  31  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  2  Assistant  Inspectors 
in  the  Administrative  County.  Of  these,  one  Inspector  and  two 
Assistants  have  been  appointed  by  the  King’s  Norton  Urban  District 
Council. 

With  the  exceptions  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Tewkesbury  and 
Winchcombe  Districts,  all  have  courteously  sent  in  copies  of  their 
Annual  Reports,  and  used  the  Forms  issued  by  the  County  Council ; 
although,  as  I  have  previously  said,  it  is  not  obligatory  for  them  to 
do  so. 

The  following  Table  XV.  is  a  Tabular  Statement  of  the  work 
they  have  carried  out  during  1903. 
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Beuudley  Borough. 

Mr.  Humpherson  reports  : — 

That  the  work  of  connecting  houses  with  the  Town  Watermains 
is  proceeding  satisfactorily.  Each  of  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
Borough  and  one  in  Wribbenhall  (Kidderminster  Rural  District)  is 
now  so  supplied. 

The  Corporation  workmen  manage  the  Scavenging  better  than 
the  Contractors  used  to  do. 

Droitwich  Borough. 

Mr.  Hulse  reports  : — 

That  592  privies  and  7,644  portable  receptacles  have  been  cleansed, 
which  figures  have  reference  to  one  or  more  cleansing  of  the  same 
privy  &c.  The  Factories,  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses,  Cowsheds, 
Dairies  and  Milkshops  have  been  frequently  visited.  A  list  of 
“  out-workers  ”  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  is  kept.  A 
house-to-house  survey  of  994  premises  has  been  made  ;  one  result 
of  which  is,  that  a  number  of  portable  ashbins  have  replaced  privies. 
The  Corporation  supplied  the  bins  at  cost  price. 

Preference  is  made  to  the  Sewage  Outfall  plans  he  prepared  and 
which  Scheme  (estimated  to  cost  ^1,700)  has  been  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

Kidderminster  Borough. 

Mr.  Cowderoy,  Cert.  San.  Inst.,  reports  : — 

The  Milkshops,  Cow-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  Lodging-houses, 
Bakehouses,  Factories  and  Workshops  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
dealt  with  as  circumstances  require. 

Large  numbers  of  portable  receptacles  and  middens  are  emptied 
and  the  refuse  carted  away. 

234  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  and  20  “  infringements  ” 
have  been  detected. 

1,882  notices  have  been  served  on  parents,  School  Masters  and 
Mistresses  with  regard  to  children  from  infected  houses  attending 
Schools. 

The  drain-testing  appliances  have  been  used  78  times. 
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A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  under  the  Sale  of 
Foods  and  Drugs  Acts. 

4,500  articles  have  been  disinfected  in  the  “  Thresh  ”  Disinfector. 

King's  Norton  and  Northfield  Urban  District. 

Mr.  Houghton  (Chief  Inspector),  Cert.  San.  Inst.,  reports  : — 

That  an  additional  Assistant  Inspector  (Mr.  Elias  Binding)  was 
appointed  in  January  1903,  and  consequently  systematic  inspection 
of  all  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Workshops  has  for  the  first 
time  been  undertaken. 

The  Canal  Boats  and  Slaughter-houses  have  also  been  more 
frequently  visited,  and  many  contraventions  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts 
have  been  remedied. 

Not  many  privies  are  left.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  of 
work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts;  169  samples  were  taken,  of 
which  1 1  were  adulterated  and  2  “  doubtful.” 

Malvern  Urban  District. 

Mr.  Hillyard,  Cert.  San.  Inst.,  reports  : — 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  under  the  Housing  of  Working 
Classes  Act,  and  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

An  underground  Bakehouse  was  so  much  improved  under  his 
supervision  that  it  is  now  “  licensed.” 

The  Lodging-houses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughter-houses 
have  been  carefully  supervised  and  a  large  amount  of  efficient  house- 
drainage  carried  out.  House-drain  testing  is  thoroughly  well 
looked  after. 


Oldbury  Urban  District. 

Mr.  Robbins  reports  : — 

That  he  has  caused  numbers  of  houses  to  be  repaired  and  cleansed 
and  many  middens  to  be  abolished  and  W.C’s.  to  be  substituted. 
“The  old  midden  steads  are  gradually  disappearing.”  255  house- 
drains  have  been  laid  or  relaid. 

“The  Cowkeepers  are  realizing  more  than  heretofore  the  necessity 
‘of  using  means  to  ensure  the  health  and  good  condition  of  the 
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“cattle  .  .  .  therefore  much  more  care  is  shown  in  keeping  the 
“byres  and  sheds  in  a  cleanly  and  wholesome  condition.” 

A  vigilant  outlook  on  the  food  supply  is  maintained  ;  “  5  seizures 
“of  fish,  rabbits  &c.  were  made  and  three  prosecutions  ensued,  in 
“  two  of  which  heavy  fines  were  imposed,  and  in  the  third,  a  person 
“was  imprisoned  without  the  option  of  a  fine.” 

There  are  but  few  Wells  in  existence.  260  houses  have  been 
supplied  with  water  from  the  Company’s  mains. 

The  Courts  and  Alleys  are  periodically  cleansed.  301  inspections 
have  been  made  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  52  “contraventions” 
dealt  with.  The  fore  cabins  of  many  boats  are  damp. 

Redditch  Urban  District . 

Mr.  Jameson  reports  : — 

That  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  steadily 
improved.  201  notices  have  been  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances, 
but  no  “  proceedings  ”  were  called  for.  Only  29  privy  middens 
now  remain.  6  of  the  8  Slaughter-houses  have  been  fairly  well 
conducted,  but  2  have  been  complained  of,  and  only  by  threatening 
to  cancel  the  “  licenses  ”  was  better  management  obtained. 

Meat  See.  has  been  regularly  inspected,  but  only  one  “  seizure  ” 
made.  “  Tripe  boiling  ”  was  twice  complained  of.  A  special  report 
on  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  has  been  presented,  and  revealed 
“many  things  that  were  objectionable,”  and  since  then  “steady  im- 
“  provement  has  been  effected  ;  ”  2  unsuitable  premises  were  closed. 

There  is  no  underground  bakehouse.  440  visits  have  been  paid 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  and  action  has  been  taken, 
although  “  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  contraventions 
“of  the  Act  still  existing.” 

The  Lodging-houses  are  very  old,  but  “  have  been  very  creditably 
“  conducted.” 

Four  “  smoke  nuisances  ”  have  been  abated. 

Stourbridge  Urban  District , 

Mr.  Kent  reports  — 

That  he  has  dealt  with  912  nuisances  or  breaches  of  Byelaws, 
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inspected  635  houses,  and  made  1,347  re-inspections.  No  less  than 
35  “  prosecutions  ”  were  ordered,  but  only  15  “summonses”  were 
taken  out,  as  the  other  defaulters  complied  with  the  notices.  Nine 
of  the  legal  proceedings  were  with  respect  to  defective  houses. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  were 
inspected,  and  two  Dairymen  were  found  to  be  unregistered  ;  but 
one  subsequently  registered  and  the  other  ceased  to  sell  milk.  The 
two  Lodging-houses  were  visited,  and  two  applications  to  register 
an  additional  one  were  refused. 

Ten  samples  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
There  are  still  several  houses  in  the  district  supplied  by  Wells,  the 
water  of  which  is  being  analysed. 

The  187  Workshops  are  reported  upon. 

Three  applications  to  be  registered  as  Tripe-boilers  were  received 
under  Sec.  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875.  A  good  deal  of 
attention  was  given  to  defective  dwellings.  Some  progress  was  made 
in  the  system  of  refuse  collection.  Byelaws  under  Sec.  26  (2)  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  as  to  the  provision  of  portable 
receptacles,  have  been  considered  by  a  Special  Committee. 


Bromsgrove  Rural  District. 

Northern  Division. 

Mr.  Cox  hopes  to  get  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Factories 
and  Workshops  registered  during  1904. 


Droitwich  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Stevens  reports  : — 

That  he  superintended  the  putting  down  of  Bacterial  Sewage 
Filters  in  North  Claines  parish,  which  are  now  in  good  working 
order. 

There  is  no  underground  Bakehouse,  and  only  45  Factories  and 
Workshops.  The  Gipsies’  Vans  and  Tents  on  Hartlebury  Common 
are  as  numerous  as  ever. 

So  far  as  the  general  construction  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
will  permit,  these  places  have  been  kept  in  a  very  clean  condition. 
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Evesham  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Harvey  reports  : — 

That  new  Sewers  have  been  laid  by  him  at  Atch  Lench  and  South 
Litttleton,  and  all  the  houses  in  the  former  village  have  been  re¬ 
drained  into  the  Sewer.  The  old  Sewer  at  Broadway  burst  at 
several  points.  The  Sewers  at  Offenham,  Hampton  and  Harvington 
have  been  regularly  flushed. 

Feckenham  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Perkins  reports  : — 

That  the  Scavenging  of  Astwood  Bank,  Hunt  End  and  Crabb’s 
Cross  is  well  done  by  the  Council’s  staff. 

*  .4. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  Feckenham  Sewage  Outfall 
works  owing  to  wet  weather. 

Several  Notices  have  been  issued  with  respeCt  to  Factories  and 
Workshops.  The  excrement  disposal  of  the  former  is  being  improved 
by  the  adoption  of  Latrine  Closets. 

Halesowen  Rural  District  ( Cradley  Division). 

Mr.  Whitworth  reports  : — 

Systematic  Scavenging  of  Cradley  Parish  has  been  undertaken 
since  June  1903  by  the  Council’s  Staff,  and  only  one  complaint  has 
been  received. 

The  284  Workshops  have  been  cleansed.  The  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  have  not  been  put  upon  the  Register,  as  better  ventilation  is 
being  required  ;  all  the  owners  have  agreed  to  do  as  requested. 

Few  Notices  have  been  served,  as-  successful  efforts  have  been 
made  to  get  improvements  effected  without  them. 

Kidderminster  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Steadman  reports  : —  l 

That  he  served  250  notices,  and  gives  details  of  the  infectious 
diseases  notified.  He  describes  the  adfion  he  has  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  A6F 

Three  persons  were  newly  registered  under  the  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  Orders,  and  all  such  places  had  been  supervised  by  him  and 
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“  found  satisfactory,  except  in  two  instances,  which  have  since  been 
c<  remedied.”  The  Bakehouses  are  “  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.” 
There  is  no  underground  Bakehouse.  108  Canal  Boats  have  been 
inspeCled,  and  are  favorably  reported  upon,  only  four  infringements 
of  the  ACt  having  been  found.  Two  breaches  of  bye-laws  relating 
to  nuisances  were  reported  to  the  Council.  Several  cases  of  Anthrax 
occurring  among  cattle  were  reported. 

Forty-eight  Workshops  and  two  Factories  are  reported  upon. 
One  FaCfory  employs  over  ioo  hands,  and  has  efficient  means  of 
escape  for  fire,  as  required  by  the  ACt. 

Martley  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Inskip  reports  : — 

That  he  took  up  his  duties  in  May  1903. 

During  the  Hop-Picking  Season  he  inspected  nearly  all  the  places 
where  the  Hop-Pickers  were  housed,  and  gave  requisite  notices. 
He  also  superintended  the  Sewage  Osier  Bed  at  North  Hallow,  and 
had  a  ditch  at  Bournheath  cleaned  out.  Leigh  Sinton  Sewer  was 
repaired. 


Per  shore  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Moulson,  Cert.  San.  Inst.,  reports: — 

On  several  questions  dealt  with  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Report. 

That  he  has  disinfected  all  infected  houses  and  taken  the  clothing 
of  patients  treated  in  the  Hospital  to  Evesham  for  disinfection. 

He  reconstructed  a  Sewer  at  Fladbury  at  a  cost  of  ^157  10s.  od. 

Many  of  the  defective  closets  at  Pershore  await  Sewerage  and 
Waterworks. 

Public  Scavenging  is  needed  in  Pershore. 

* 

Ship  st  on-on- St  our  Rural  District. 

Mr.  C.  Gander  reports  :—~ 

That  only  a  small  percentage  of  nuisances  have  to  be  brought 
before  the  Council  as  the  owners  are  generally  willing  to  do  any¬ 
thing  reasonable. 
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Tenbury  Rural  District. 

Mr.  Jarvis  reports  : — 

That  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  is  improving  and  that 
more  attention  is  being  given  by  owners  to  labourers’  dwellings. 

The  water  supply  of  Tenbury  has  been  taken  from  a  new  source 
at  Studley — Clee  Hill.  The  original  source  was  tapped  by  the  new 
Birmingham  Scheme. 


Tardley  Rural  District. 

Mr.  W.  Brown,  Cert.  San.  Inst.,  reports  : — 

That  owing  to  the  continued  influx  of  a  large  artizan  population, 
over  2,000  letters,  notices  &c.,  have  been  sent  out,  and  considerably 
over  3,000  inspections  have  been  made.  1,093  “nuisances”  have 
been  abated.  15  samples  of  water  were  analysed.  190  persons  are 
registered  as  Purveyors  of  Milk.  28  “contraventions”  of  the  Act 
have  been  dealt  with,  and  there  has  been  considerable  improvement 
in  the  various  premises. 

There  are  16  registered  or  licensed  Slaughter-houses,  which  are 
generally  satisfactory,  but  there  is  a  tendency  for  some  to  fall  into 
disuse,  as  the  butchers  find  it  more  convenient  to  get  their  meat 
from  the  Birmingham  Abattoir. 

128  Factories  and  Workshops  are  registered,  and  on  the  whole 
their  condition  is  satisfactory. 

31  Canal  Boats  have  been  inspected  and  no  infringement  of  the 
Act  noted. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Shirehall,  Worcester, 
July  1904. 


G.  H.  FOSBROKE,  D.P.H.  Camb., 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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